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Bernardo Bertolucci, director of Last Tango in 
Paris, 1900, and The Last Emperor, which won 
9 Academy Awards®" 


| Bertolucci’s passion for perfection is precisely 
»why he watches movies on a Pioneer LaserDisc 
System. The flawless sound quality and sharper 
ual images allow you to see and hear exactly 
Elmlarsmelicsreielmial cuales R 


rience movies on LaserDisc and see for 
f. You're going to love them even more. 


ci’s masterpiece, The Last Emperor is now available 
er LaserDisc. 


ybest Picture, The Last Emperor. 
Ss ey oar. © 1989 Pioneer LDCA, Inc., Long Beach, CA 
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10th ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL 
Essay: The Man Who Viewed Too Much 


In the first of our series of Anniversary Essays, Marvin Kitman explains why he 
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Rewind: The VCR 

To celebrate Video Review’s 10th anniversary, David Hajdu 
takes a look back at the machine that went from novelty to 

necessity insiess than’ a.decade..2. Sk ete Le nb 














Critic’s Choice: Comedy 

What’s so funny? Award-winning movie critic Neal Gabler 

offers a collector’s guide to the 10 greatest comedies on 
video. Also, Christopher Guest and Fran Lebowitz \et 

us in on what cracks them up.................... 50 
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Special Report: Video’s Dirty Secret 
A VR investigation finds that dangerously defec- 
tive, low-priced prerecorded cassettes may end up 
wreaking havoc on a VCR. By Ron Goldberg ... .36 


Preview 1990: Future Perfect 

A sneak preview of the hottest VCRs, camcorders, 
monitor/receivers and other gear for 1990—and beyond. 
By Gregory? 2 Fasane aie neh eecitne a eee ele 41 


The 1990 Great Video Review Shootoff 
Aw, shoot. It’s time once more for VR’s annual home movie contest. This year, 
one lucky Grand Prize winner can bring home a video system worth $5,000....... 47 
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Andrew Sarris, Leonard Maltin, Jeffrey Lyons, Clive Barnes, Joanna Langfield, 
William K. Everson, Robert DiMatteo, Jim Farber, Ed Hulse, Steve Simels, 
Rich Conaty, Allan Kozinn, Christie Barter, William Livingstone, Doug Brod, 
Glenn Kenny, Roy Hemming and our other critics on: 
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¥ Ten Years on the Couch 
WW: Video Review began publishing nearly 10 years ago, the 


it’s Latin, from the word ‘‘I see,’’ appropriately enough.) As David Hajdu, 


word ‘‘video’’ was still Greek to most Americans. (Actually, 


one of VR’s original editors, recalls in the first installment of our 10th 
Anniversary series, ‘‘Rewind,’’ even people who had VCRs 
back then didn’t know what to call them. Most people called anything 
with a tape in it a ‘‘Betamax,’’ even if the tape in question was VHS. 
Things have certainly changed. With VCRs in over 65% 
of American homes, no one has to be told what video means 
anymore. And, lamentably, there’s not much talk about 
Betamax today. For the past 10 years, Video Review has 
charted these changes. In the next 12 months we will be look- 
ing over the distance we’ve traveled: Hajdu’s series will 
review the milestones in all the important product categories, 


beginning with the VCR. And our leading critics will make 





their choices for the finest video releases in every major genre, 
starting with Neal Gabler’s look at comedy this month. 

But we will also be looking ahead. Senior editor Gregory Fagan sneaks 
a peak at the video breakthroughs we expect in the coming year—as well 
as the coming decade—in his story ‘‘Future Perfect,’’ on page 41. 

Unfortunately, despite all the progress we’ve seen, and all we expect to 
see, one aspect of home video seems to be getting worse: the quality of many 
prerecorded cassettes. Ever since low-cost prerecorded tapes became a hot 
item about two years ago, we’ve been concerned that they don’t measure 
up to even minimum quality standards. Now, a special investigation con- 
ducted for VR by the Advanced Product Evaluation Laboratory has con- 
firmed our worst fears. Before you buy any tapes as last-minute gifts this 
holiday season, be sure to read our Special Report, ‘‘Video’s Dirty Secret,”’ 
starting on page 36. 
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Burial Grouch 
So Jim Farber has the audacity to call 
Stephen King’s Pet Sematary ‘‘idiotic’’ 
(‘‘Tape & Disc Reviews,’’ Nov. ’89 VR)? 
Can’t he tell the difference between good, 
escapist horror movies and so-called 
*‘thinking-person’s’’ movies? I can certainly 
tell the difference, and I am one of those 
“thinking persons.’’ How does Jim Farber 
account for the millions Stephen King has 
made? 
Shelley Coleman 
Gardner, IL 


Money Talks 
The list breakdown for your excellent ar- 
ticle, ‘‘If I Hada Million Dollars’’ (Nov. ’89 





VR), was great, but it did not include a floor 
plan or specifics for the room or its interior 
design. For an audio/video setup, would it 
more closely resemble a theater, a concert 
hall or what? How about a Part II, including 
setup, hookup? 

Gema Martin 

Mesquite, TX 


Rather than an article on a millionaire’s 
home video system, why not recommend 
some middle-class and upper-middle-class 
video systems? 

Isadore Nicholson 
San Diego, CA 


While the million-dollar system was a 
great deal of fun—even if you did have to 
stretch it a bit—why include three 10-grand 
Nakamichi DAT decks and no less than three 
Dragons? And what’s the use of 10 Chap- 
arral slave receivers if you can’t get more 
than two VideoCipher II units authorized per 
household without paying cable company 
rates. 

I, too, have aMcKay-Dymek AM S that’s 
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given me superb service for over 20 years, 
but as far as I know, McKay-Dymek’s been 
out of business for at least 15 years and no 
units have been made since. While the AM-5 
might belong in that supersystem, would you 
mind telling me just where you’re going 
to find one? For that matter, where can 
someone with the bucks buy an ADA 
IMC-85BA switcher? I could use one, even 
at that price. 
Jack L. Chalker 
Westminster, MD 


e/t may take some hunting, but McKay- 
Dymek’s AM-5 AM tuner occasionally shows 
up in used audio equipment shops. As for 
the IMC-85BA switcher, Audio Design 
Associates (ADA) can be reached at 610 
Mamaronek Ave. , White Plains, NY 10605, 
(914) 946-9595. —Ed. 


Left to Chances 

Reviewer Steve Simels missed the point 
in his review of Chances Are (Nov. ’89 VR). 
He finds the celibacy of the two characters 
played by Cybill Shepherd and Ryan O’Neal 
unreal. I don’t, because I’ve witnessed it— 
and similar things—in my own family. 

I don’t believe in reincarnation, but I 
found Chances Are to be one of the most en- 
joyable movies I’ve seen in recent years. 

Randy Beminister 
Altoona, WI 


Arabian Rights 

I cannot agree more with the praises 
Leonard Maltin bestows on the wonderful- 
ly restored Lawrence of Arabia (‘‘Tape & 
Disc Reviews,’’ Nov. ’89 VR). I am also 
glad to see him speaking well of letterbox- 
ing and hope that more videotapes will be 
available in this format. 

However, I must call attention to your 
listing the tape’s audio as Hi-Fi mono. How 
can RCA/Columbia get off taking a 
beautiful, six-channel Dolby soundtrack and 
giving home viewers a mono videotape? 
And how can Maltin, if he is a true fan of 
the movie and an experienced critic, get off 
not commenting on such a blasphemous 
reduction in sound content? 

Edward D. Carl 
Irvine, CA 


© Because of an editing error, the review in- 
correctly listed the movie as mono. For the 
record, RCA/Columbia’s videocassette edi- 


tion of Lawrence of Arabia is in VHS Hi-Fi 
stereo and Dolby Surround. —Ed. 


Stereo Stagnation 

It was with considerable pleasure that I 
read Ron Goldberg’s article ‘‘The Great 
Surround Sound Debate’’ (Sept. ’89 VR). 
Audio has long been viewed as a secondary 





aspect of television and it is to the benefit of 
all viewers that audio is now being taken 
seriously by manufacturers. Unfortunately, 
I’m afraid that a great many broadcasters still 
have not realized the importance of audio 
quality. A number of stations still do not 
have stereo capability, and some do not even 
broadcast the network feeds in stereo. My 
solution now is to write to the advertisers. 
I believe that if enough people complain, 
advertisers will insist that local stations and 
networks clean up their acts. After all, their 
commercials go through the same poor- 
quality equipment. 
J. Carl Cooper 
Director of Engineering 
Pixel Instruments Corp. 
Santa Clara, CA 


Super Dub 

Everyone is neglecting to tell the entire 
story of Super VHS. Consumers who don’t 
purchase an S-VHS camcorder or deck be- 
cause their TV has no special input should 
be awakened to another plus of the format: 
quality copies. 

Copying an original VHS or S-VHS tape 
results in a tape with, by my estimate, about 
20% fewer horizontal lines of resolution in 
the SP mode. An S-VHS master (with over 
400 lines of resolution) copied onto another 
S-VHS deck will deliver 300 lines or more, 
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ARE MISSING 
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for your first-generation dub. That’s why an 

S-VHS camcorder is a necessity for those 

who dub special events or require high- 
quality copies of edited tapes. 

Paul Dellarte 

W. Pittston, PA 


New Wiz Won’t Wash 
I just purchased the 50th Anniversary 
videotape of The Wizard of Oz, and I was 











dismayed and disgusted to find a Downy 
commercial on the tape. The reason I bought 
the tape was so that I could enjoy the pro- 
gram without commercial interruptions; 
otherwise, I could just watch the movie on 
network television. I can’t believe that 
MGM/UA desecrated the movie in this 
fashion. What relevance does a Downy com- 
mercial have to this special release? Does 
corporate greed know no bounds? 
John C. Munson, Jr. 
Greenbelt, MD 


Primal Screen 
I purchased a front-projection TV system 
with a seven-foot screen for the sole purpose 
of enjoying movies in a larger-than-life set- 
ting. However, because of letterboxing, 
which drastically reduces picture size, I have 
decided not to buy letterboxed movies. I like 
my giant screen to be totally filled with a pic- 
ture. Letterboxing defeats that purpose. 
Plaudits to cable TV premium services for 
refusing to be influenced by the idiotic, 
undeserving hype regarding letterboxing. 
Ed Dollak 
San Francisco, CA 


°For an investigation into the controversial 
subject of letterboxing, check out next 
month’s Video Review. —Ed. 


Audio Response 

Love your new Audio Review section 
(Nov. ’89 VR)! Especially liked the equip- 
ment reviews and Stephen A. Booth’s ‘‘Cut- 
ting Edge’’ article (‘“Welcome to a New 
Frequency’’). Would you please give me the 

address for Parsec, though? 
Alfred G. Morici 
W. Palm Beach, FL 





©The antenna-maker’s address is Parsec of 
Delaware, 400 W. Ninth St., Wilmington, 
DE 19801, (302) 651-9189. —Ed. 


Your decision to incorporate a quarterly 
section on audio components as a bonus 
feature is highly appreciated. Yet surely, 
should I need more information on this topic, 
there are already a number of fine publica- 
tions on the market, available on a monthly 
basis. Better for you to devote your energies 
toward further coverage of video issues. 
Why not, for example, evaluate the various 
processors and accessories advertised on 
your pages. You could also provide greater 
mention of the merits of minority formats, 
such as the incomparable ED Beta. 
Whatever course you do decide to take, 
however, we as readers would be clearly 
grateful, for the eminent value of your 
magazine is to help inform us about video. 

Karl W. Braun 
Palo Alto, CA 


Scouts’ Honor 

It sure was nice of Steven Spielberg [to co- 
sponsor a cinematography merit badge] and 
Panasonic to give the Boy Scouts 50 cam- 
corders (‘‘Newsbreaks,’’ Nov. ’89 VR), but 
don’t you think that the Girl Scouts merit 
some gear as well? Seeing as there are so few 





women cinematographers with A.S.C. after 

their names, I think the girls definitely need 
some of the same encouragement! 

Becky Soto 

Jersey City, NJ 


Update 

The release of Mitsubishi’s VS-7002R 
rear-projection TV, which won a Best Prod- 
uct of the Year Award (Dec. ’89 VR), has 
been postponed due to a potential patent 
dispute. At presstime, Mitsubishi was 
considering delivering an alternate 70-inch 
model by the end of 1989. 













| Selected correspondence addressed to Video 
Review, 902 Broadway, New York, NY 10010, is | 
printed in the ‘‘Letters’ section. VR reserves the 
right to edit and condense selections for publica- 
tion. Sorry, no personal replies. So 














Panasonic 


m® Puts 
BY HS Editing 
On The Table. 


Make your next video soar to even 
greater heights. With the Panasonic® 
AG1960 SVHS Editing VCR. By bringing 

e exceptional resolution of SVHS anda 
host of professional editing capabilities 
to your table. 

For starters, the AG-1960 SVHS Editing 
VCR delivers over 400 lines of resolution. 
And it’s upwardly compatible with VHS. 
But that’s not all that makes it so special. 
Because the AG-1960 lets you arrange 
videos into any sequence you desire. 
With professional editing capabilities like 
insert and assembly editing, and audio 
dubbing when coupled with a Panasonic 
AG-A95 Editing Controller. 

To speed up the editing process, the 

AG-1960 incorporates a jog/shuttle dial, 

auto digital tracking and an innovative 

High Response Mechanism. Which 

dramatically reduces its fast forward 

and rewind times. And brings up 
images from “stop” in less than 
three seconds. 

So if you're ready to do more than 
just play and record, put a Panasonic 
AG-1960 SVHS Editing VCK on 
your table. 


For more information, see your 
Panasonic Professional/Industrial Video 
Dealer, or call: 

Eastern Zone: (201) 348-7620 
Central Zone: (312) 981-4826 


Southern Zone: 

Dallas Region: (817) 685-1122 
Atlanta Region: (404) 925-6837 
Western Zone: 

Seattle Region: (206) 285-8885 
Los Angeles Region: (714) 373-7275 


Panasonic 


Professional/Industrial Video 
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STAR TREK IIl— [ALIENS —s—SSSS*« 9600252 | ALIEN ~————SSSs| 0002812 | HARRYANDTHEHENDERSONS | 2219032 _| SOUTHPaCiFIC | 3506452 
THESEARCH FOR SPOCK | 2016322 1022282 
AMADEUS [Ssz0172_{ FULL ETALIAGNET {225082 | AN gg A oP ALLAMERTENT 5810092 
STAR TREK IV— | sooer2. Feegmeauneut —__{ seorise_f apucatvesewow __[_seo17s2_{ MENNATiON —_] 3698012 6380072 
THE VOYAGE HOME 4306112 1005292 
STAR TREK — 1862132 
THE MOTION PICTURE 3657002 
STAR TREK Il— | zorsase. FREMUTCHEBOFEASTICK {2077 | STAND SY ME —_| 1924432 
THE WRATH OF KHAN 2013352 
4321042 | NADINE | ~—~—_—|_3650072 | THECRACKDOWN 3449032 
ANNIE 1516132 | RAMBO | 7975062 | COCOONS 9553882 
YOUNG GUNS 7266042 6315072 
MICHAEL JACKSON'S 2124152 
MOONWALKER 4686032 wert BARIARA 
OUT OF AFRICA 219162 [MIDNIGHT RUN | 5286042 [OLveR! 1760242 BEACHES 
JANE FONDA'S TOOTSIE | 1509122 | DOCTOR DOOLITTLE 0732212 : z 
COMPLETE WORKOUT 6359042 | SINGIN’INTHERAIN | 2554552 | LABAMBA 1963032 
[asa a 4471022 | BILL & TED’S ne 5823042 acco hae wuld cy al gisieas 
MISSISSIPPI BURNING 2373052 | EXCELLENT ADVENTURE 3912012 | HEARTBREAK HOTEL 5497092 





All movies available on VHS only 








©1989, CBS Records, Inc. 


OVER 300 NEW HITS AND OLD FAVORITES... 


Just look at what’s happened to the prices on video- 
cassettes! Contemporary hits like Fatal Attraction and Dirty 
Dancing have been reduced from $89.95 to as little as $19.95! 
Family favorites like The Wizard of Oz and E.T. The Extra- 
Terrestrial are selling for just $24.95 each! And while recent hits 
like Working Girl, Cousins and Rain Manare currently selling for 
as much as $89.95, chances are that their prices will be reduced 
eventually. So it’s become easier than ever to build a library of 
your favorite movies—at truly affordable prices! 

And the most economical way to start your movie 
collection, or add to it, is by joining the CBS Video Club. 
As a new member, you may have any 6 of the more than 300 
movies shown here—all 6 for only 49¢ each, plus shipping and 
handling. (And you can even save up to $70 on two more 
movies—see Advance Selections box in the coupon. ) 

There’s no membership fee for joining, nor do you have 
to buy a lot of movies. Just six more within the next three years. 
And you'll have no problem in finding six movies you want, be- 


cause our library holds over 2,700 titles; from the very newest 
releases to classical favorites. Our regular Club prices currently 
range from $79.95 to $29.95, plus shipping and handling; and we 
also offer a selection of lower-priced videocassettes, down to 
$14.95. Your only membership obligation is to buy six movies 
within three years for as little as $29.95 each—and you may cancel 
membership anytime after doing so. 

How the Club operates: about every four weeks (up to 
13 times a year) we send you our CBS Video Club Magazine, 
reviewing our Director’s Selection, plus many alternate movies. 
And up to four times a year, you may also receive offers of Special 
Selections, usually at a discount off regular Club prices, fora total 
of up to 17 buying opportunities. 

Choose only the movies you want: if you want the 
Director’s Selection, don’t do a thing—it'll arrive automatically. If 
you’d prefer an alternate movie, or none at all, just mail the card 
always provided by the date specified. You'll always have at least 
two full weeks to decide. (If you ever receive a tape before having 


















2a ANY 6 MOVIES 
ONLY 49¢ EACH 


PLUS 2 MORE FOR UP TO 85% OFF! 


| plus shipping and handling, with membership 
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«a 4393152 
SELECTION SELECTION SELECTION SELECTION SELECTION 
TITLE NUMBER | TITLE NUMBER | TITLE NUMBER | TITLE NUMBER NUMBER 
, COMING TO AMERICA 4416002 | STAR WARS 0564652 | BEETLEJUICE 6330082 _| GOOD MORNING, VIETNAM 6389082 
THE ACCUSED 4418082 | JAWS 1000242 _| HAIRSPRAY THE PRINCIPAL §908022 
THREE MEN AND A BABY 5491052_| CAN'T BUY ME LOVE 5485032 | PEEWEE'SBIGADVENTURE | 6098342 
; TERMS OF ENDEARMENT 2014262 | APASSAGE TO INDIA 1741362 aS 
: cata THE FLY (1986) 3617332 | ANGEL HEART 7956172 he 
FIRST BLOOD 6503172 | PORKY'S | 0775602 
SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 25TH OUTRAGEOUS FORTUNE §481072 
ANNIV. SWIMSUIT VIDEO 6674022 | THE JOLSON STORY 1849032 
STARMAN 1723202 _| SHE'S HAVING A BABY 4397032 













3555372 | FRIENDLY PERSUASION 0960162 
0539182 | HOLIDAY INN 1035152 
6303012 | BILOXI BLUES 6822032 








GOLDFINGER 
THE MISSION 
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THE BIG EASY 6559102 _| MURPHY'S ROMANCE 1853482 
HATARI 4110092 _| THE BOAT (DAS BOOT) 1520252 ahs ale 
ie “0.A. (1 5489092 | HOOSIERS 6550192 
ee ee RAIN MAN DR. ZHIVAGO COCOON II 
BACK T0 THE FUTURE ACHORUS LINE 3193432 _| ALEXANDER THE GREAT 2762042 2869062 Go2618? aT ODE? 
O1t4172 MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS 2529162 _| BILL COSBY, HIMSELF 0935342 
HEARTBREAK RIDGE 6289332 | NORTH BY NORTHWEST 2509362 | GORILLAS IN THE MIST 5804072 | IRON EAGLE I! 7991062 
DIE HARD 3676072 | AROOM WITHA VIEW 3615012 | THE MAN WITH THE SECRET OF MY SUCCESS | 2222082 | CROCODILE DUNDEE 4297122 
CROCODILE DUNDEE li 4415012 | CRITICAL CONDITION 4309182 | THE GOLDEN GUN 0698152 | soMEONE TO CLOSE ENCOUNTERS 
WITNESS 4114052 | SHENANDOAH 1019232 | POLTERGEIST 2687142 | WATCH OVER ME 1969072 | OF THE THIRD KIND 151 ore | 
GREMLINS 6082242 | THELIVING DAYLIGHTS 3652052 | BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN BLACK WIDOW 3630022 | MAN FROM SNOWY RIVER 0788082 
lpranpocs.SOt=~<C~=‘“‘sSC«~SSt*‘«‘C*‘«*C SOLUS STORY | 1733082 | ANTHOLOGY (1978-1988) 4688012 _| PILLOW TALK 1031272 | HALLOWEEN 3250432 | 
MISSING IN ACTION I 7250022 | CALLANETICS 2165152 _| ANIGHTMARE ON GOING MY WAY 1025092 _| THE WILD BUNCH 6111112 
THE RUNNING MAN 4956062 | MILAGROBEANFIELDWAR | 6809002 | ELM STREET III 3432102 | BROADCAST NEWS 3665002 | ASTARIS BORN (1954) 6105012 
THEGLENN MILLER STORY | 2130412 | THEKILLING FIELDS 6084222 | RETURN OF THE JEDI 3547532 | JAGGED EDGE 1813542 _| THE SICILIAN 4953092 | 
CHILDREN OF ALESSERGOD | 4294152 | THE SERPENT AND PRINCE OF DARKNESS 2245012 | MY LIFE AS ADOG 4391092 
NUTS 6328102 _| THE RAINBOW 6819082 POLICE ACADEMY IV 6306162 | ROCKY IV 3570462 
Le 
POLTERGEIST Ill 2807012 | THERIGHT STUFF 6043142 SHAKEDOWN 6821042 | MASQUERADE 3666092 
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN THE COLOR OF MONEY 5470592 THE KISS OF THE FRANTIC 6331072 
BABY BOOM 3656012 | THE SEARCHERS 6102202 SPIDER WOMAN 3187332 | LESS THAN ZERO 3655022 
MANNEQUIN 3439132 _| STAND AND DELIVER 6337012 WAR OF THE WORLDS 2094292 | HANNAHANDHERSISTERS | 6517112 
COBRA 6201202 | TRADING PLACES 2017232 ROXANNE 1960222 HOPE AND GLORY 1251042 
SHANE 2073162 | THE ROAD WARRIOR 6028392 THE BOY WHC COULD FLY 5146042 | AGNES OF GOD 1812222 
NO WAY OUT 6558112 | SUPERMAN THE MOVIE 0013392 G.I. BLUES 0670332 | IRONWEED 4958042 
ARTHUR 6024332 | PALE RIDER 6097272 THE COTTON CLUB 3100292 | THE HOUSE ON 
RIKKI-TIKKI-TAVI 7908082_| WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE 5601022 THE JAZZ SINGER (1980) 2069122 | CARROLL STREET 6621062 
f 48 HOURS 2022262 | BLADE RUNNER 3104332 FATAL BEAUTY 2785072 | PURPLE RAIN 6048012 
2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY 0025192 | SILKWOOD 3106152 DANGEROUS LIAISONS SUPERMAN IV: POLICE ACADEMY 6049672 
THE WAY WE WERE 1529262 | THUNDERBALL 0709462 6387002 THE QUEST FOR PEACE 6311012 | THE COUCH TRIP 2352002 
RISKY BUSINESS 6033402 | DR.NO 0554182 EXCALIBUR 6021022 | THE GUNS OF NAVARONE 1523222 
HAMBURGER HILL 4954082 | 10 0011312 | THEEMPIRE STRIKES BACK | 0910412 | RAISINGARIZONA 3634082 | BRIGHTLIGHTS, BIG CITY 2792082 
| JEWEL OF THE NILE 3571602 | HELLO AGAIN §487012 | BEN-HUR | 2603312 | BACK TO SCHOOL 6524202 | YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN 0635452 
[THE TEN COMMANDMENTS | 2026552 | GHOSTBUSTERS 1742682_| WILLOW | 1982002 | SUSPECT 5911072 | TOPGUN 4269922 
| LETHAL WEAPON 6308222 | AN AMERICAN TAIL 2184042 | THEGODFATHER | 0008512 | TRUE BELIEVER 4092012 | BULL DURHAM 2360002 
are j CBS VIDEO CLUB Dept. Gs7, fF Advance Selections 
had two weeks to decide, just send it back at our PO, Box 1112, Terre Haute, IN 47811-1112 
expense. ) You'll get only the movies you want—when Yes, please eriroll me under the terms outlined in this 
t tl ! advertisement. As a member, I need buy just six more 
you want them. F movies at regular Club prices within the next three years. : 
after fulfilling your Send me these Gmovies for49¢ each Nesey cole ee ore tee ir 
membership obligation, you'll automatically become pluie $1.00 coc Sein aa ore ng (8 total oC S12-B4) Mere be GH Hiscoune purchase immediately 
eligible for our Half-Price Bonus Plan. With each : reduces your membership obligation by one! 
movie you buy at regular Club prices, the plan cur- Also send my first selection for $9.95 plus $1.50 ship- 
y y 8 Pr P ping/handling which I'm adding to my $11.94 payment. 
rently lets you take another movie of equal value or finer need buy only 5 more 
less at 50% off. | (instead of 6) in three years. 
join today and we ‘1 And also send still one more selection for an additional 
send your introductory movies, along with more Please check how paying: M79/M95/L78 $9.95 plus $1.50 shipping/handling, I then need buy 
in id ’ My check is enclosed. only 4 more (instead of 6) 
details on how the Club works. If for any reason you re GiGhieee mu intronuctcmammomes inthe next 3 years. 
not satisfied, return everything within 10 days for a and future Club purchases to: pe eases 
full, prompt refund and no further obligation. este Care eS OTS Clee eh ; 
use your credit card and Account # 
our toll-free number to order. Call 24 hours a day: Expiration Date_____ Signature 
Naren i ks pa pao geioen Phone ) 
Address pt. 











City. State. Zip 
CBS VIDE O C LUB Note: CBS Video Club reserves the right to reject any application or cancel any membership. Offer limited to continental U.S. (excluding Alaska) 


594/S90 





1400 North Fruitridge Avenue, Terre Haute, IN 47811 and Canada. Canadian residents will be serviced from Toronto (offer may vary). Applicable sales tax added to all orders. 59 











The Time Machine 
I’m looking for a version of The Time 
Machine other than the H.G. Wells ver- 
sion or the later remake. I saw it on TV, 
and I think it starred Donald Sutherland. 
Chuck Joseph 
Hubbard, OH 


Wells wrote the novel The Time Machine; 
so there is no version that is not his. But, 
there was a movie released in 1979, Time 
After Time, in which Wells (played by 
Malcolm MacDowell) travels in a time 
machine of his own invention to chase Jack 
the Ripper from 19th-century London into 
20th-century America. Time After Time is 
available from Warner Home Video for 
$29.98 on VHS or Beta and on laser disc for 
$24.98. You can special order it through 
Video Place, 34 N. Main St., Hubbard, OH 
44425, (216) 534-0094. For those who want 
the real thing, the 1960 version of The Time 
Machine, starring Rod Taylor, is distributed 
by MGM/UA for $19.95 on VHS or Beta 
and $34.95 for the laser disc. Ask for it at 
a well-stocked retailer, or call MGM/UA at 
(800) 443-5500 to order the tape by mail 
(add $3.50 for postage and handling). 


The Rutles 

I am looking for the movie The Rutles, 
a Beatles parody with Dan Aykroyd, John 
Belushi and Bill Murray. I have been told 
it has been discontinued and I cannot find 

it anywhere. Can you help? 
Charlene Meissner 
Millerton, NY 


The Rutles also stars Michael Palin and 
Eric Idle of the British comedy troupe Monty 
Python. The tape has been withdrawn from 
distribution by Pacific Arts Video, although 
it may still be available for rental from stores 
stocking older tapes. If it’s any consolation, 
Rhino Records has just rereleased the Rutles’ 
album—and the CD features six bonus songs. 


The Scarlet Pimpernel 
Could you tell me if The Scarlet 
Pimpernel remake starring Anthony An- 
drews and Jane Seymour was ever put out 
on video? If so, where can I purchase it? 
Dennis Leonard 
Warren, OH 


Yes, the 1982 made-for-TV version of this 
romantic tale, set during the French Revolu- 


Wo VIDpDEO REVIEW 


tion, is available on video. The tape, from 
Vestron Video, is available in VHS and Beta 
formats, at $69.98. Try your local dealer 
first, or call Inovision at (800) 523-5503. Or 
write them at PO Box 576, Itasca, IL 60143. 
Add $4 to cover shipping charges. The 
original 1935 production, with Leslie 
Howard and Merle Oberon, is distributed by 
Nelson Entertainment, for $19.98. Call 
Commtron in Solon, OH, at (216) 248-1660 
to find a copy. 


Rage to Kill 
I have been looking for a VHS copy of 
Rage to Kill, starring James Ryan and 
Oliver Reed. None of the video stores in 
my area carry it. Can you help? 
John Seibert 
Raytown, MO 


Rage to Kill, an espionage thriller set in 
the Caribbean, is distributed by A.I.P. 








Copter Kill: Reed (right) romps with Rage. 


Home Video for $39.95. You can write the 
company at 10726 McCune Ave., Los 
Angeles, CA 90034 or call Debbie Bishop 
at (800) 456-2471 for ordering info. 


The Avengers 
I’m looking for anything on The 
Avengers, CHiPs and Scarecrow and Mrs. 
King. Thank you very much. 
Andrew L. Garrett 
Dallas, TX 


Television programs that have recently 
left the major networks and are now in syn- 





dication most likely won’t be available on 
video any time soon. Such is the case of 
CHiPs and Scarecrow. The Avengers, 
however, is another story altogether. Facets 
Multimedia, a Chicago-based video-by-mail 
organization, has nine Avengers episodes 
available for $19.95 each. You can write for 
the Facets catalog, which includes episode 
titles and a brief synopsis of each. The ad- 
dress is Facets Multimedia Inc., 1517 W. 
Fullerton Ave., Chicago, IL 60614. Phone 
number: (800) 331-6187. The rights to some 
20 other Avengers episodes were recently 
purchased by Weintraub Entertainment, 
which has withdrawn the shows from 
distribution. Hopefully, they might be 
returned to the market soon. 


Elvira Madigan 

Ihave tried to locate Elvira Madigan on 
video. I have been informed that it has 
been discontinued, and have had no luck 
with distributors. Do you know where I 

would be able to purchase it? 
Margerie Dus 
San Diego, CA 


Based on a famous Swedish love affair of 
the 19th century, 1967’s Elvira Madigan 
(starring Pia Degermark and Thommy Berg- 
gren) chronicles a tightrope walker who 
falls, so to speak, for an army officer. It is 
now available for $79.95 from Crocus 
Entertainment, (612) 473-9002. For a copy, 
try your local Tower Video outlet. It is also 
available for rental—by mail only—from 
Facets Video, but you have to have a 
Facets membership to rent it. For member- 
ship and rental details as well as its latest 
catalog, write Facets Video, 1517 W. 
Fullerton Ave., Chicago, IL 60614, or 
phone (800) 331-6197. 


Jimmy Rodgers 
In the 1930s, Jimmy Rodgers recorded 
and started country and western music. 
He made one movie, I think, with Colum- 
bia Pictures. I’d appreciate any informa- 
tion on where I could obtain a copy of it. 
Ed Dees 
Magnolia, AR 


Let’s leave any debate about who began 
the country sound to another publication, but 
it would seem the only movies available with 
Jimmy Rodgers are two of the Hopalong 
Cassidy westerns of the early 1940s. O 








THE BEST PICTURES 
w SIMPLY 


Where do you go for the best pictures? The local 
theater? The video store? Now, with the full line of 
Monterey satellite receivers from Chaparral, you can 
get all the best movies, sports, news and family 
programming direct from the satellite. And, the 
video quality is better than cable or locally broadcast 
TV. All this quality and variety can be found as 
close as your television set when you have your own 
Monterey satellite TV system”. 

The best pictures are yours because the Monterey 
Model 90 satellite receiver offers more features and 
better video processing than any other receiver. 
Features that include: 

e Picture-in-Picture that lets you enjoy two pro- 

gram sources at the same time, 

e 4-Stage Video Noise Reduction that removes 

unwanted video noise or sparkles, 

¢ Programmable T.I. Filters that guarantee the 

best reception of every satellite channel, 

¢ 4-Way Video/Audio Switcher that lets your 

Monterey direct a variety of video and audio 
components. 


The Monterey satellite receiver's video features 
bring you the best pictures, right in your own home! 
Contact Chaparral today, for the Authorized Dealer 
nearest you. Call (408) 435-1530. 


Q Please send more information on the complete line of 
Monterey receivers! 


Q Please send the name of the Authorized Dealer in my area! 
Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip 











Phone No. 








I would like to upgrade my current satellite TV system 
with Monterey. 


Fill out and send to: Chaparral Communications 


2450 North First St. San Jose, CA 95135 J; Product Information and € Cl ‘ APARR Al 





COo MES MSsU Niet ver ett an er cen Nic 
bee 2450 North First St., San Jose, CA 95131 (408) 435-1530 


Call]-800°284-5539 For additional information, circle No. 28 on Reader Service Card. 








_ Maateonta 
C “SPECIALISTS 


FOR MORE INFO: (201) 696-6531 
WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY LEGITIMATE PRICE 


CALL TOLL FREE: 1 (800) 444-6300 
CONVENIENT FAX # (201) 628-8069 


FAST SERVICE 


BEST PRICES! 
NEW MODELS 


Canon H660 


8mm Camcorder 


Canon A1 
8mm Camcorder 
Hi-Band 


HI-FI STEREO ge 
400 LINES 


8mm-VHS & BETA 
JVC @ HITACHI @ PANASONIC & MORE! 
SYNCHRO EDIT-DECKS 
JOG SHUTTLE JOY CONTROL 
© 8mm PLAYER 
© VHS 4+2 HI-FI MTS STEREO 
© SUPER VHS 4+2 HD HI-FIMTS FLY ERASE. . . $469 


We ship within 24 hours. 
All prices quoted include manufacturer's standard 
accessories & U.S. Warranty. All units are factory 
sealed. Shipping & handling extra. Not responsible 
for typographical errors. 30 DAY EXCHANGE. 


For additional information, circle No. 47 on Reader Service Card. 
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Enganador (or False Colors, 1943) is 
available from Video Yesteryear, in English 
with Portuguese subtitles, on VHS, Beta or 
8mm videocassette. Call (800) 243-0987 to 
order by credit card or send $29.95 (plus $3 
shipping) to Video Yesteryear, Box C, 
Sandy Hook, CT 06482. Texas Masquer- 
ade is from Horizon Entertainment Group 
and can probably be ordered through a local 
retailer, for $7.95. If you can’t get it that 
way, write to Peter Allen, Horizon Enter- 
tainment, 28231 Avenue Crocker, Suite 
120, Valencia, CA 91355. The postpaid 
price is $11.45. Any reader who knows 
of an earlier movie with Jimmy Rodgers 
available on videotape is requested to 
write the Video Hunter at the address be- 
low and let us know. 


Captain Kronos 
I am trying to find a copy of the 1974 
cult classic Captain Kronos: Vampire 
Hunter. I have tried all local video stores 
to no ayail! 
Andy Dursin 
Gloucester, RI 


Captain Kronos: Vampire Hunter is from 
Hammer Films, the British production com- 
pany that gave us so many delightful low- 
budget horror movies from the late ’50s to the 
mid-’70s. The Captain is a swashbuckler pur- 
suing vampires in Europe, and his movie is 
distributed by Paramount Home Video on 
VHS or Beta for $49.95. Ask your local video 
retailer to order Paramount catalog # 8484. If 
you have trouble, you can order it through 
Tower Video’s mail-order service (New 
York office only) by calling (800) 648-4844. 


Hoppity Goes to Town 
I’m trying to find a VHS tape of the 
animated feature Hoppity Goes to Town. 
I saw it when I was a kid and now Id like 
my two sons to enjoy it. 
Michael Clark 
El Cajon, CA 


Hoppity Goes to Town, from 1941, is the 
story of a grasshopper who saves Bugville 
from doom when a skyscraper is to be built 
on the little insect community. It is from Max 
Fleischer, who gave us Betty Boop, among 
other classic cartoon characters. At this 
writing, Hoppity Goes to Town is available, 
on VHS only, from Publisher’s Central 
Bureau, for $14.95 plus $4.50 shipping and 
handling and California sales tax. PCB is a 
mail-order company dealing in leftovers, 
overstock and classic movies as well as 
books, and its stock changes quickly. You 
can write Publisher’s Central Bureau, One 
Champion Ave., Dept. 491, Avenel, NJ 
07001-2301. To place a credit-card order, 
call (800) 722-9800, ext. 491. It is also 
available from Facets Video in Chicago. 


Detour 
I am very anxious to see Detour, the film 
noir with Ann Savage. Could you tell me 
where I may locate a copy for purchase 
or rental? 
V.L. O’Farrell 
Sacramento, CA 


Some might be anxious while seeing 
1945’s Detour, about a young hitchhiker 
who finds himself involved with a woman 
of dubious scruples and her questionable 
death. To each his own. Detour is available 
for $24.95, plus shipping and handling, from 
Video Yesteryear, Box C, Sandy Hook, CT 
06482, (800) 243-0987. 


Shame 

I am looking for the video Shame, an 
Australian movie out some time ago, but 
video stores near me don’t have it. They 
look at me like I’m an alien and offer me 

Shane instead. 
Claudia Rubin 
Carmel, CA 


Australia may be the land down under, but 
it certainly is not another planet. Shame on 
any retailer who alienates a customer that 
way. But, let’s get this straight: Shane (US, 
1952), with Alan Ladd as a retired gun- 
fighter, is available on VHS, Beta, and laser 
disc from Paramount Home Video. Shame 
(Australia, 1988), the story of a lady lawyer 
stranded in a small town with a secret, is 
$89.95 from Republic Pictures Home 
Video, and you should be able to find a copy 
at any Tower Video outlet in northern 
California. 


Windjammer 
I am trying to locate two movies, Wind- 
jammer and The Girl Can’t Help It. Can 
you help me? 
Ralph Kuhn 
Mableton, GA 


Windjammer, a 1937 programmer with 
George O’Brien, about the survivors of a 
shipwrecked yacht who are saved by a 
gunrunner, is available from Victory Video, 
Earl Blair Enterprises, P.O. Box 87, Toney, 
AL 35773, (205) 852-0198. 1956’s The Girl 
Can ’t Help It, with Jayne Mansfield, is avail- 
able from Key Video for $59.98 and can be 
ordered through your local retailer. It is also 
available by mail for the same price from 
Facets Video (see address above). 





As a service to our readers, Video Review will help 
track down hard-to-find tapes or discs. Send requests 
to Video Review’s Video Hunter, 902 Broadway, 


New York, NY 10010. VR reserves the right to edit 
and condense selections for publication. Sorry, no 
personal replies. 











‘Today's Favorite. 


Favorite Song. 








We've been accused of playing favorites. 


What's your favorite thing to videotape? 
ether it’s sports, sons, songs or stars, 
Sony has the perfect videotape for you. 

For recording today’s favorites, there’s 
Sony ES. A tremendously durable performer. 
Perfect for repeated taping. 

Ir taping favorite sons, daughters and 


# 1989 Sony Corporation of America. Sony and The One and Only are trademarks of Sony. 


family moments, try Sony HG. Ideal for 
camcorder recording and for extended play. 
ing musical favorites, there’s 
Sony ESX . Delivers unheard-of hifi 
sound and high quality picture reproduction. 
For lasting favorites, try Sony Pre 
Archival and library taping demand this sort 





Buy 2 Sony T-120 ES-HG Videotapes and get 3 issues of Video Review Free. 


of uncompromising audio and video quality. 
Your master recordings deserve nothing less. 
Whichever videotape you choose, be sure to 
choose a Sony. Then go ahead. Accuse us of 
playing favorites. We're proud of our reputation. 


In fact, we wouldn't SONY. 


have it any other v 
THE ONE AND ONLY. 


See specially marked packages for details. 


For additional information, circle No. 9 on Reader Service Card. 








YOUR HEART 
WILL GO PITTER-PAT 


see was the promise of the Felix the Cat theme song, 
and while we never experienced any such palpitations 
while watching those cartoons, we’re glad to see a 
bunch of them being released by VidAmerica. While 
the Felix character himself dates back to the early 
days of the century (he was introduced in 1914), 
the cartoons on the four new videocassettes 
are from Felix’s TV incarnation of the 
*50s and ’60s. And what a strange universe 
the jolly, perverse feline inhabits in these 
animated episodes. With rationalist, scien- 
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“"“We’we agreed that 
well burn in Hell if we 
call [the movie] 
Ghostbusters Il."” 


ey, we didn’t say it—Bill 

Murray himself said it, last 
year, during an interview pro- 
moting Scrooged. Pretty insistent 
he was, too, adding, ‘‘I suggested 
The,Last of the Ghostbusters just so 
we wouldn’t have anything like a 
Ghostbusters III.’’ Given the 


not-to-be-named-Ghostbusters 


7iainder-any-circumstances se- 





quel’s mildly disappointing boxof- 
fice figures (thanks to Batman), 
Murray may not have to worry 
about that. (Although if the 
RCA/Columbia home release of 
Ghostbusters IT does well, the cast 
may be called back for a made-for- 
video followup. Yeah right.) 

What he does have to worry 
about is his eternal damnation— 
and that of his 
collaborators. 
Well, Bill, try to 
keep a cool head 
down there, and 
if it’s any conso- 
lation, we’re sure 
that Dan Aykroyd 
will wind up a 
few circles lower 
than you, solely 
on account of My 
Stepmother Is an 
Alien. 


tific antagonists like the Professor and the 
Master Cylinder helpless against Felix’s 
magic Bag 0’ Tricks, the whole series can be 
interpreted as a tract favoring intuition and 
spontaneity over cold logic. Then again, maybe 
not. One thing is certain: The show added the 
word ‘‘Poindexter’’—an appellation that was to 
become the bane of many a bespectacled adolescent’s 
existence—to our lexicon. The VidAmerica releases 
include an hour-long compilation ($14.98) and three in- 
dividual episodes (a mere $6.98 apiece). 










TV 
TAKES 
is To 
THE SKIES 
Some airlines are mean—they 
won't let you play with your toys 
while flying. As has been detailed 
in 5‘ column of this 
magazine (Oct. ‘89 VR), anumber of 
; professionals have been 














. Virgin Atlantic Airways 
Video Age feature in its 
cket package, offering 








menu of over 100 titles as part of 
rvice to London. Virgin Atlantic’s 
ecutive vice president David Tate 
rts that the advertised offer has 
asurprisingly big hit. ‘’You of- 
fer people things like fine wine, 
limousine service, free rental car, 
two nights in a hotel, and they're 
kind of ho-hum about it,’’ 
Tate says. ‘“But give them 
a choice of over 100 
in-flight movies and 
they get really 
excited.’’ 










soSang Blsuey :uonensniy! qqig Aueg 


O}OWRYO [PBYNP :uONRASNI]! svaisnqisceyH 


tion prettier-) than-life depiction of Jerry Lee 
Lewis’ courtship of and marriage to his (gulp) 
13-year-old cousin, the real-life Killer him- 


What Are You Watching? 


BARRY GIBB 

ho needs disco when you’ve got—what have 
W.. Bee Gees got, anyway? Well, back in the 
Top 40 with a big concert tour in tow, the brothers 
Gibb are stayin’ alive, and hirsute Bee Barry says 
video has played a part in their inexplicable come- 
back. A tennis nut and semipro player, Barry 
watches matches on prerecorded cassettes, 
and time-shifts games he can’t see firsthand. 
“In a good tennis game, even on TV, you 



















can see the same success strategy that we 
have in music. You play as creatively as 
you can, you persevere, and occasionally 
you win,’’ avers the most-macho Gibb. 
What about the group’s own video legacy, in- 
cluding the 1978 megaflop Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely 
Hearts Club Band? ‘‘My kids like it,’’ says 

Barry, with a beautifully executed, back- 
handed compliment. 


GOODNESS GRACIOUS 


t a press junket to promote Great Balls of 
Fire (Orion), the peppy, bigger- (not to men- 


Finally, the reporter asked Lewis if the ex- 
perience had helped him get anything off his chest. 
The Killer tapped his pipe on his knee, leaned 
in the direction of his questioner, stared him down 
and drawled, ‘‘Well sir, I don’t think you 































TECHNOLOGY 
AT ITS 
MOsT 
ADORABLE 


erusing a recent issue of 

Dempa Digest, a news- 
letter summarizing all the lat- 
est consumer electronics news 
from Japan, we came across 
an item that left us grinning. 
The newest Sanyo/Fisher cam- 
corders in Japan feature auto- 
iris systems with ‘‘fuzzy logic’’ 
(‘“‘Newsbreaks,’’ Dec. “89 VR). 
At first we thought the ‘’fuzzy”’ 
business was a typo, but it oc- 
curred again later in the item. . 
“’Gosh,’’ we thought, ‘How 
cute! ‘Fuzzy logic’ —why, next 
we'll be seeing monitor/re- 
ceivers with cuddly color cor- 
rection, or even VCRs with 
floppy ears!’ 

Then, however, we decided 
to get serious about the whole 
thing and find out just what the 
heck ‘fuzzy logic’’ was. First 
we called Sanyo/Fisher’s 
American headquarters, but 
the representatives we talked 
to were refreshingly innocent 
of any knowledge of the term. 
We weren't terribly surprised, 
since American executives are 
often the last to know what 
their Japanese counterparts 





self deigned to make an appearance. His ex- 
changes with the assembled reporters were 
memorable indeed. 

When asked if all the scary rumors about him 
were true, he batted not an eyelash, instead allow- 
ing that the press had gotten things ‘‘about 90% 
right.’’ This cast something of a pall over things; 
several people in the room no doubt remembered 
a Rolling Stone article from a few years back 
on the mysterious circumstances surrounding 
the demise of one of Lewis’ wives. Still, 
reporters being reporters, they pressed on. 
One asked Lewis if being involved with a 
movie about his life held any ‘‘psychia- 
tric’’ value for him. 

Steely-eyed, Lewis insisted he didn’t 
know what the word ‘‘psychiatric’’ 
meant. 

The reporter, not realizing that 
was a cue to drop the subject, 
charged again, this time changing 
the word to ‘‘therapeutic.”’ 

Lewis, from all indications 
not a devotee of the ‘‘It Pays 
to Enrich Your Word Power”’ 
department in The Reader's 
Digest, evinced similar 
ignorance of that word. 


can ever really get anything off 
your chest. Do you?’’ 
End of discussion. 


fol gm) on com 

We then decided to walk to 
the other side of the office and 
consult our in-house Con- 
sumer Electronics Guru. 
“What's fuzzy logic?’’ we 
asked. ‘’Faulty thinking’’ 
Neral olde late AAU) olxere eg 
ious, reply. Then he ex- 
plained. Fuzzy logic, it 
turns out, stands in opposi- 
tion to digital logic, which 
computes elements accord- 
ale Rromih<-voll Yestlilolateolal-Mels 
two. Fuzzy logic is theoretical- 
ly better because it can fix on 
positions between those 
elfetiel  hamme(-Leike lo Mm Xe] 
Mathematically inclined 
readers can discern the dif- 
ference by plotting a curve 
relfeticell hmelareMinl-lake [neh ialare nits 
rer ave] (efecto Ih Zel (Tal euratale Mal 
rest of us can wistfully recall 
the time (mere moments ago) 
when we thought ‘‘fuzzy 
logic’’ was something cute. As 
for the camcorders utilizing it, 

well, we'll keep you posted. 
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Sit BATMAN 1 GONE WITH THE WIND Esai 
He Warner—$24.98 : _MGM/UA LV—$49.95 
ia GHOSTBUSTERS Il 2 THE WIZARD OF OZ 3 
ee ae RCA/Columbia—$89.95 MGM/UA LV—$24.98 2 
1 WHO FRAMED ROGER RABBIT 3 LAWRENCE OF ARABIA ae 
Touchstone—$19.99 RCA/Columbia LV—$49.95 
p) BAMBI 4 THE LAND BEFORE TIME 3 
een eS Walt Disney—$26.99 S MCA CLV—$24.98; CAV—$49.98 
se SCROOGED 5 RAIN MAN 1 
See ieee Paramount—no list price MGM/UA LV—$29.98 
3 WORKING GIRL 6 THE MAKING OF ALEGEND: GONE WITHTHEWIND = 
CBS/Fox—$89.98 io MGM/UA LV—$39.95 
4 RAIN MAN if; THE NAKED GUN 9 
an _MGM/UA—$89.98 Paramount LV—$24.50 
5 THE LAND BEFORE TIME 8 BEACHES ey 
pence Sala MCA—$24.95 Touchstone LV—$39.99 
sue ERNEST SAVES CHRISTMAS 9 TWINS 8 
Touchstone—$89.95 - tone MCA LV—$34,98 
ae SCANDAL 10 THE MALTESE FALCON oe 
aa _ HBO—$89.95 MGM/UA LV—$34.95 











“Hit List’ is based on a nationwide survey of leading video software specialty stores, chains, mass merchandisers and wholesalers. 
The list includes titles taken from retailers’ current top tape and disc lists as well as distributors’ prerelease sales printouts. 
















ravels to Other Galaxies 
and Keeps on Ticking: 
Gary L. Lovelace of Pop- 
lar Bluff, Missouri, obviously 
keeps a close watch on his 
movies. ‘‘In an early sequence 
from 1978’s Superman (War- 
ner),’’ he writes, ‘‘the setting is 
Krypton, a highly developed and 
futuristic world located in the far- 
thest reaches of the cosmos. 
Marlon Brando is about to place 
the infant Man of Steel into a ship 
for his journey to Earth. As 
Brando leans forward to set the 
child in the cockpit, his left 
sleeve slides upward to reveal a 
very Earth-like Rolex wrist- 
watch. From what I could tell it 
was a quarter of 12.” 

A New Kind of Video 
Transfer(ence): ‘‘Watching 
scenes in slow-motion or frame- 
advance often reveals subtle, 
almost subliminal touches that 
directors add to their works,’’ 
writes Paul P. Kelley of Ithaca, 
New York. *‘The werewolf saga 
The Howling (Nelson) overflows 
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with such touches, one of which 
can be seen only in freeze-frame. 


The setup is at the beginning of 


the movie, where 
the reporter (Dee 
Wallace) meets 
a contact in 
a peep - show 
booth. There, she 
discovers that her 
contact is a were- 
wolf. The movie 
running in the 
booth during this 
scene features a 
blonde woman 
being tied and 
gagged, and it 
becomes linked in Wallace’s 
mind with the horror of seeing a 
man change into a wolf. Later in 
the movie Wallace has flash- 
backs where the face of the strug- 
gling girl from the movie-within- 
a-movie is intercut with surreal 
images of a wolf. But in the sec- 
ond flashback scene, the face she 
sees is not that of the actress, but 
her own. The image lasts 





only a few frames and is seen to 
best advantage using the frame 
advance feature of a VCR.”’ 
Royal Foul-Up: 
“Two-thirds of 
the way through 
Excalibur (War- 
ner), there’s a 
close-up that 
opens on Merlin’s 
(Nicol William- 
son) shiny hel- 
met. Dollying 
back, the shot re- 
veals the perfect 
black shadow of 
the cameraman,”’ 
notes Theresa 
Tierney of Missoula, Montana. 
Our Entire Crew Wishes 
You and Yours a Happy Holi- 
day Season. . .: Almost every- 
one who’s written to this column 
has cited blunders from 1951’s A 
Christmas Carol starring 
Alastair Sim (United). ‘‘When 
Sim (as Scrooge) wakes up ‘the 
morning after’ as a changed man, 
he goes and looks in the mirror,”’ 








From our readers: a guide to the movies’ most 
memorable goofs, gaffes and other ‘‘remote 


2° 


secrets 


writes Philip Cavallo of Chicago, 
Illinois. “‘In that mirror is the 
reflection of a seated man; this 
occurs twice in the space of a few 
seconds.’’ Lisa J. Goodrich of 
Hendersonville, Tennessee, con- 
tinues the tale: ‘‘When the 
redeemed Scrooge is dancing 
around with his maid, you can 
see what looks like the whole 
camera crew reflected in the mir- 
ror near the wall.’’ 








A Christmas reflection. 
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VIDEO REVIEW ®!IGO-VIDEO® SWEEPSTAKES 


Sure, it’s your good friend—maybe even your best 
friend. Who waits patiently for you any time you want a 
snack? No, it’s not your mother. It’s your VCR. Of course 


GRAND PRIZE 

VCR-2® * from Go-Video, the world’s first and only 
dual-deck video cassette recorder. The VCR-2 can make 
high-quality copies at the touch of a button, play one tape 
while recording another, edit tape to tape, and record two 
programs at the same time. 


10 FIRST PRIZES 


A colorful Video Review T-shirt. 


To enter, circle the correct answers for each of the six questions 
below and print your complete name, address and telephone 
number (with area code) on the form. Then, mail this entire page 
(or send the information on a 3’’x5’’ card) to: 


Name 


you love it and all its great features. But do you know your 
VCR—we mean, really know it? Below are questions about 
VCRs. Get the answers right, and you might win: 





VIDEO REVIEW/GO-VIDEO SWEEPSTAKES 
Dept. 1 

P.O. Box 5168 

New Milford, CT 06774 





Address 
City 





State 


Zip 





1. In what year were VCRs introduced to the home market in the United 
States? 
a) 1836, but it was a well-kept secret until 1976 
b) 1975 
c) 1968 
2. Which one of the following was among the first 50 movies released on 
videocassette? 
a) The Sound of Music 
b) Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein 
c) Batman 
3 . What is coaxial cable? 
a) The lifeline of the VCR 
b) The line on which the Flying Wallendas balance 
c) Dual-access cable TV 


4. What does OSP stand for? 
a) Oprah Surpasses Phil (talk-show slang) 
b) On-Screen Programming 
c) Other Screening Possibilities 
5. What is the capstan? 
a) It’s the rotating cylinder that keeps the tape going at a constant speed 
b) It’s a special anti-static cover for your VCR 
c) It’s what you wear on your head, Ollie 
6. What could you do if you were to REC VHF 05 10 P in New York City? 
a) Win the lottery 
b) Bring down broadcasts from Venus through your VCR 
c) Watch the late news the next morning 


VIDEO REVIEW/GO-VIDEO ““KNOW YOUR VCR” GAME OFFICIAL RULES 


Go-Video® and VCR-2® are registered trademarks of Go-Video, Inc. 


1, ELIGIBILITY. Sweepstakes open to residents of the USA, except employees and representatives of Viare 
Publishing, Video Review and Go-Video, Inc., their affiliates, subsidiaries, judging organizations, agencies 
and members of their immediate families. 

2, ENTRY INSTRUCTIONS. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER SWEEPSTAKES. Send your 
answers for each of the 6 multiple choice questions, along with your name and address (or send the information 
ona 3""x5"’ card), to: VIDEO REVIEW/GO-VIDEO SWEEPSTAKES, Dept. 1, P.O. Box 5168, New Milford, 
CT 06774. 

Enter as often as you like, but each entry must be mailed separately. No mechanically reproduced entries will 
be accepted. All entries must be received no later than February 16, 1990. Video Review and Go-Video, Inc. 
are not responsible for late, lost or misdirected mail. 

3. DRAWING. Grand prize winner will be the first drawn entry with all six answers correct, and the first 
prize winners will be the next 10 drawn entries with all six answers correct in a random drawing to be held 
on or about February 26, 1990. The drawing will be conducted by the National Refund Service, Inc., an 
independent judging organization, whose decisions are final. Odds of winning depend on the number of qualified 
entries received. 


*Premiering in retail stores nationwide on March 28, 1990. 


4. GENERAL. All prizes are non-transferable. No prize substitutions except by sponsors due to unavailability. 
Taxes on all prizes are the sole responsibility of the winners. Offer is subject to all applicable federal, state 
and local laws and regulations, and is void where taxed, prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. All prizes 
will be awarded. One winner per household. Winners will be notified by mail. Grand prize winner will be 
required to execute an Affidavit of Eligibility and Liability/Publicity Release within 21 days of notification 
or prize will be awarded to an alternate. Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery of prizes. Winners agree that 
Viare Publishing, Video Review and Go-Video, Inc. will have no liability in connection with acceptance or 
use of prizes awarded herein. Winners’ entries and acceptance of any prize offered constitutes permission to 
use winners’ names, photographs or other likenesses for purposes of advertising and promotion on behalf of 
Video Review and/or Go-Video, Inc. without further compensation to the winners. By entering, participants 
agree to these rules and the decisions of the judges. 

5. WINNERS LIST. No telephone requests for information about winners will be accepted. For a list of grand 
and first prize winners, send a separate, stamped, self-addressed envelope by March 30, 1990 to: Video 
Review/Go-Video Winners List, Dept. 1, P.O. Box 5683, New Milford, CT 06774. 

6. PRIZES. Sweepstakes prizes and their approximate retail values are as follows: (1) Grand Prize—A dual- 
deck VCR-2 from Go-Video. Retail value: $995.00. (10) First Prizes—a Video Review T-shirt. Retail value: 
$15.00 each. 
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STANDARDS. 
IMPRESSIVE. 


P.... Television Monitor. Award-winning picture. 
And exclusive Dome Sound System. 


Once broadcast standards stood for the highest 
possible quality. Prism Television Monitors can exceed 
those standards* 

Video Review, a leading magazine dedicated to 
evaluating the best of the best video equipment, recog- 
nizes the technical triumph of Prism TVs. They voted 
last year's 31-inch (diagonal) model the Best Television 
Monitor of the Year. This year we've made it even better. 
Now it has new, sophisticated electronic circuitry that 
further enhances its already incredible picture. In fact, 
unlike ordinary TVs, this Prism TV Monitor will let you 
see the rich detail from today's higher resolution equip- 
ment including Super VHS Video Recorders and Laser 
Video Disc Players. 

To complement this Prism Television's high-resolution 
image, it has an advanced high-fidelity sound system 
that produces an equally im- 
pressive stereo image. It's the 
exclusive Dome Sound Sys- 
tem. Its elaborate sound 
chamber, bass reflex ports, 
computer-designed horn 
panels and high-fidelity 
speakers lie hidden within the 
sleek Prism cabinetry. The Dome 
Sound System doesn’t take up a lot of 
room, yet it can fill the room with sound. 

And to make sure the experience of owning a Prism 
Television Monitor not only lives up to our high stan- 
dards but surpasses yours, we've created the Prism 
Club. Its privileges include priority in-home service and 
toll-free information hot lines to answer any questions. 

Once you view Prism from Panasonic your standards 


for television will never be the same. 


TV picture simulated. 
“Depending on source. 


PRIST : 
Panasonic’ 


just slightly ahead of our time® 


For additional information, circle No. 65 on Reader Service Card. 
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company to export US-manu- 
factured eleidion tise 

At presstime, the Dutch-owned 
company expected to ship around _ 
1,500 27-inch tabletop sets, de- 
signed to meet J 
standards, by the end of 1989, with 


many more projected for the "90s. 


Discs HAVE New Home, | 
JAPAN'S PIONEER 





Vision Associates from the ven- 
ture’s partners, IBM and MCA, 

for $200 million. DiscoVision, 
founded by MCA, developed the 
first optical videodisc system and 


was the first to turn out video- 





DiscoVision sold its disc manu- 


222V DSB O aR=bev LE Ww 


LOCAL ADS ON TAPE. ..TAPE STUDY... 


consumer 







facturing interests to Pioneer, and 7 
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By John R. Quain 


Consumers should start seeing 
lower prices on the video releases 
of hit movies early this year. 
Typically, boxoffice smashes 
first arrive in video stores at 
prices up to $90, although some 
“‘A”’ titles—including E. T., Who 
Framed Roger Rabbit and 
Batman—have been released for 
as low as $22.99. Beginning this 
year, however, a slew of top- 
grossing movies from last 
summer are expected to hit video 
store shelves at under $30. 

At presstime, Disney Home 
Video had announced that it 
would release Honey, I Shrunk 
the Kids in March at a below-$30 
budget price. Paramount Home 
Video was also making plans to 
distribute Indiana Jones and the 
Last Crusade at a low retail price, 
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CHEAPER HIT MOVIES 


HDTV CONTRACTS. . 
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- VIDEO LAWSUITS 








The Lethal vai cops are Resch -with a lower Teceesal retail. 


as was Warner Home Video for 
its release of Lethal Weapon 2. 
The prevailing wisdom among 
video distributors has been to re- 
lease new video titles at $89.95, 
with the expectation that more con- 
sumers will rent rather than buy. 


SURVEY RESULTS 


However, Disney’s announce- 
ment and the incredible success 
of movies such as Batman, which 
at presstime had racked up es- 
timated sales of 15 million cas- 
settes (at a $24.98 list price), may 
have started a trend. 


Home Taping Okay, Says Study 





By Robert Gerson 


The economic loss to video 
software companies from in- 
home taping of prerecorded 
material is far outweighed by the 
benefits to society in general, says 
the Office of Technology Assess- 
ment (OTA) in its report to Con- 
gress on a study launched two 
years ago. If accepted at face 
value on Capitol Hill, the report 
should put an end to legislative at- 
tempts to impose royalty taxes on 
VCRs, audiocassette recorders 
and blank tape. The report could 
also mean rough sledding for the 
coming recording-industry push 
for legislation restricting the copy 





capabilities of digital audiotape 
(DAT) recorders. 

The most dramatic results of 
the study of 1,500 tapers: 81% of 
all audio taping of selections, and 
64% of complete album copies, 
are made from recordings owned 
by the taper or a family member; 
tapers are the biggest customers 
for albums; if it were not possi- 
ble to make copies at home, at 
least 75% of homemade tapes 
would not be replaced by sales of 
prerecorded music. That, the 
study indicates, is because the 
main reasons for home audio tap- 
ing are customizing tapes, preser- 
vation of albums, increased play- 
ing time and getting quality bet- 


ter than prerecorded tapes. 

As for complaints that home 
taping means lost sales, the study 
says only about 13% of recent 
music tapings by adults were 
made from borrowed recordings, 
and that ‘‘taping for other people 
is a marginal activity.’’ Only 6% 
said they made a dupe to avoid 
buying a commercial recording, 
and, the study states, the avail- 
ability of dual-deck recorders 
seems to have no effect on record- 
ing habits. 

By way of shooting down a tape 
tax, the study says that 73 % of re- 
cent audio recordings are of such 
non-commercial material as 
voices, live home musical perform- 
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The New Hotline from Hideo 


CALL 1-900-370-2299 NOW! 


Video Review introduces FAST FORWARD, a new hotline for the latest word on video movie releases, hardware tips, 
industry information, weekly updates, plus fun games, contests and more. 
FAST FORWARD is as simple as picking up a touchtone phone and dialing 1-900-370-2299 to get information any 


time you want, seven days a week. You will be charged only $1.00 per minute. (You will be billed by your 
phone company.*) 


Ul 









FAST FORWARD has something for every video enthusiast: 


1. CRITIC’S CORNER 

Noted Video Review critic and best-selling author Neal Gabler will 
recommend five sleepers of the month. Call today to find out | 
what you can’t miss. 


2. QUESTION OF THE MONTH—VIDEO REVIEW’S READER POLL 

Ina Special Report in this issue, Video Review exposes the shockingly poor quality of many 
low-cost prerecorded videocassettes. Now we want your opinion. Have you ever purchased 

prerecorded cassettes and not been satisfied with the quality? Call now and make your voice heard. 





3. HARDWARE LINE: CAMCORDER FEATURE GUIDE 
Learn what critical features every camcorder buyer should look for, and find out what new 
camcorder accessories are on the cutting edge of technology. 


4. THE VIDEO TICKER—GET DAILY UPDATES 

What’s new? Find out by calling the Video Ticker—brief synopses of 
the hottest video releases in comedy, drama, action/adventure 

and more. New titles every day. 


5. PRODUCT WIRE—GET WEEKLY UPDATES 

Hear noted consumer electronics writer Robert Gerson give up-to-the-minute reports on 
VCRs, camcorders, monitors and more. Plus behind-the-scenes looks at tomorrow’s 
technology breakthroughs and industry trends. News updated weekly. 
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PLUS MORE COMING IN FEBRUARY! 
Listen for FAST FORWARD’s report on the winter Consumer Electronics Show—Live from the Floor of CES. 
And, wait ’til you play our brain-busting games and contests for a chance to win fabulous prizes. 


@ 


| Brought to you by 


anc’ 


Manufacturers of the world’s finest VCR cleaning systems. 





* Charges billed by AT&T as agent for Teleline™. 





ances and telephone answering 
machine messages. Only 28% of 
those queried had taped any music 
at all from prerecorded material. 

The report estimates con- 
sumers make between 578 million 
and 600 million audio copies a 
year, and buy between 750 mil- 
lion and 885 million commercial 
recordings. So, it concludes, to 
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HIGH-DEF R&D 


Projectavision Wins 
HDTV Funds 


The first of $50 million in 
contracts to fund high-definition 
television related research in 
the US was awarded by the De- 
fense Department’s Defense 
Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (DARPA) to Projecta- 
vision, a one-year-old Westbury, 
New York, company. Projecta- 
vision will receive $1 million in 
support of its work on a liquid 
crystal display projection TV 
system. 

The next group of DARPA 


bar home taping ‘‘would result in 
a large net loss to society.’’ 

A separate section of the survey 
dealing with VCRs shows, as ex- 
pected, that most taping is done 
off the air for time-shift purposes, 
and that, unlike audio dupes, 
video copies are generally record- 
ed over once the material has been 
viewed. 


Ce rr a ey 


contracts, with amounts not yet 
set, will be awarded to companies 
developing signal processing 
technology. The David Sarnoff 
Research Labs of Princeton, New 
Jersey, in conjunction with Sun 
Microsystems and Texas In- 
struments, will be working on 
processor design and integrated 
circuits. Adams Russell Elec- 
tronics of Waltham, Massa- 
chusetts, in cooperation with the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, will work on signal com- 
pression technology to reduce the 
radio spectrum bandwidth 
necessary for HDTV transmis- 
sion. Working on a similar prod- 
uct for digital communications 
will be San Diego’s Qualicom, 
Inc. (R.G.) 


Mera 
Disney slips Amvest a Mickey. 





JACKSON, DISNEY SUITS 


The Gloved One to 
Bootleggers: Beat It 





By Doug Brod 


Pop star Michael Jackson has 
successfully defended his owner- 
ship of the Beatles song catalog 
by recently winning a lawsuit 
against a video company that was 
distributing four bootleg video- 
cassettes of the group (see 











““Newsbreaks,’’ May 1989 VR). 
In the suit—which was also in- 
itiated by the Beatles company 
Apple Corps—Jackson charged 
that Neptune, New Jersey’s 
Video Wholesalers and its head, 
David Saka, infringed on copy- 
rights with their tapes of The 
Magical Mystery Tour and three 
Beatles concerts. The New 
Jersey Federal Court awarded 
Jackson $130,000 and a perma- 
nent injunction. 

In an unrelated case, the Walt 
Disney Co. has taken to court a 
company it says has been releas- 
ing tapes featuring the unauthor- 
ized use of Disney characters. 
Disney has hit Rahway, New 
Jersey’s Amvest Video Corp. 
with a suit charging the company 
with copyright and trademark in- 
fringement. In addition to at least 
$17 million in damages, Disney 
is seeking an injunction to halt the 
sale of the cassettes. 











For Product Information and 
Nearest Dealer Location 
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SensorLight comes with a 
rechargeable 6V-1500 mAh cam- 
corder battery, and can also be 
powered by any one of the Sony® 
NP55/77 type batteries. It features 
a full power/automatic function 
switch, a powerful 20-watt quartz- 
halogen lamp and an adjustable 
tilt head to create bounce 
lighting effects. 


SensorLig 
The intelligen 
cordless video lig: 


Getting professional results 
your videotaping was never 
The built-in computer. 
mechanism in our Pro. 
SensorLight “reads” the ligh 

reflected from your subject a: 
instantly adjusts output to pl 
that subject in the best light 
possible. And, because the lig 
output is variable, less powe 
used, extending the o 
time up to 40 minutes 
brilliant true-color ill 
without overlighting 


VIDEO 
NECESSITIES 


Sima Products Corp., 
8707 Skokie Blvd., Skokie, Illinois 60077 
(708) 679-7462 © 1989 


No. 83 on Reader Service Card. 














. Get Out of the 
ote Control Jungle 


with the Realistic® 8-in-1 Universal Remote 


Today’s home entertainment systems 
can have several remote-control com- 
ponents, creating a jungle of separate 
remotes for TV, VCR, satellite receiver, 
(oF |e) (-M ole) @e-laroM-l0Col(oM-re tll olun-ta1 


Now You Only Need One. The 8-in-1 
Universal Remote Control replaces up 
to eight separate hand-held remote 
controls. The URC actually learns the 
commands of your other remotes. And 
teaching it is very easy—you simply 
press corresponding keys. 
Simplifies Your System. The URC 
can store up to 38 sequences of up to 
14 commands each, so you can per- 
form complex operations with the 
touch of a key. Put the URC in charge 
and anyone can operate your video 
system properly. 

Built-In Timers. The URC also has 
ten built-in weekly timers that can ac- 
tivate your components at your preset 
times. While you’re away, the URC can 


For additional information, circle No. 4 on Reader Service Card. 





SCROLL YES EDIT. 


FREALISTIC. 


PROGRAMMABLE EIGHT in ONE 
UNIVERSAL REMOTE CONTROL 


ieleameolam cell mcr 1C- 111 (Me -ce-1)-1 me) mer- |e) (=) 
box, select the desired channel, and 
then turn on your VCR and begin re- 
cording. And, since the URC is battery- 
powered, you’ll never miss an event 
due to lost timer settings! 

it Couldn’t Be Easier to Use. The 
URC has a large, lighted display and 
Radio Shack includes an excellent il- 
lustrated owner’s manual. 

The 8-in-1 Realistic Universal Re- 
mote Control. Buy it today for only 
$99.95 and get out of the remote con- 
trol jungle. Ask for model #15-1903 at 
our store near you. 


Exclusively at 


Radice Shaek 


The Technology Store™ 


A DIVISION OF TANDY CORPORATION 


Price applies at participating Radio Shack stores and dealers. 
Batteries extra. We service what we sell. 








INSTANT REPLAY 

If you're looking for a 
way to fill those extra 
moments between plays at 
the stadium, you might con- 
sider watching the replays 
on one of the latest mini 
LCD TVs. 

The four-inch, $450 color 
LCD TV-8500 from Casio 
comes with its own soft car- 


rying case and earphone. 


Its telescoping antenna can 
tune in channels 2 through 
69. The TV-8500 runs on 
six AA batteries (an AC 
adapter is optional). 
Casio 
570 Mt. Pleasant Ave. 
P.O. Box 7000 
Dover, NJ 07801 
(201) 361-5400 

Citizen's $130 P422 has 
a 2%-inch color LCD 


screen and can operate on 





four AA batteries for up to 
four hours, according to the 
company. The P422 can 
also be hooked into a car 
battery or AC adapter. 
Connections include an ear- 
phone jack and AV input. 
Citizen 
2020 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Santa Monica, CA 90404 
(800) 421-6516 

—John R. Quain 











ONKYO 
A/V Receiver 
TX-SV90 Pro $1,100 
Rear panel inputs on this Dolby 
Pro Logic-equipped A/V receiver 


corder connection. The five-way 
amplifier provides 100 watts each 
for the left and right front chan- 
nels, with 30 watts apiece for the 
center and two rear channels. A 





accept up to five audio and four 
video inputs. Front-panel inputs, 
which automatically sense 
whether the audio signal is mono 
or stereo, make for easy cam- 


NIKON 
8mm Camcorder 
Model VN-910 
$1,500 
Using the 
flat-loading 
system has 
enabled Nikon 
to squeeze a Mg 
full-featured Nikos 
camcorder \aagmnm 
into a pack- 
age less than 
seven inches (uss 
long, four inches ™ 
high and weighing 
less than two pounds. The 
VN-910 includes a 6x zoom, 
auto focus and white balance, 
variable shutter (up to Aog9 of a 
second) and a one-page memory 
for titling. Also included in this 
pint-size unit are a flying erase 
head for clean insert edits, an edit 
search feature, a built-in micro- 
phone and an AC adapter and 
Ni-Cd batteries, which provide 
over an hour of continuous 
shooting, according to Nikon. 
For low-light shooting, the 
VN-910 is rated at a minimum 
illumination of 4 lux. 
Nikon, 623 Stewart Ave. 
Garden City, NY 11530-4763 
(800) 645-6687 








subwoofer output and learning 
remote are also included. 
Onkyo, 200 Williams Dr. 
Ramsey, NJ 07446 

(201) 825-7950 









HITACHI 

S-VHS VCR 

Model VT-S730A $1,200 
Hitachi’s top-of-the-line S-VHS 

VCR boasts a jog/shuttle wheel, 

flying erase head and synchro-edit 

feature (for coordinating the VT- 

S730A with another deck). The 

jog/shuttle wheel and assemble 








26 VIDEO REVIEW 


























BANG & OLUFSEN 

Remote Control 

Beolink 7000 $1,000 
Incorporating some of the most 

advanced features available, 

B&O has introduced a new touch- 


sensitive, button-less remote con- 
trol for its video and audio sys- 
tems. Designed to automatically 
display the controls and status of 
each B&O component, the 7000 
incorporates a backlit screen and 
a motor to raise and lower the 
operating panel and display. 
When a component (video or 
audio) is selected, the remote 
displays only the controls that 
apply to that component. 

Bang & Olufsen 

1150 Feehanville Dr. 

Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 

(312) 299-9380 


edit feature (which can store edits 
for up to eight scenes) can be 
operated from the supplied 
remote. The VT-S730A features 
digital auto tracking, a built-in 
MTS decoder, headphone jack 
with volume control and 365-day/ 
eight-event programming. 
Hitachi, 401 W. Artesia Blvd. 
Compton, CA 90220 
(800) 262-1502 























DUAI 














Premiering March 28. ‘The worlds first and only 
dual-deck VCR. From Go-Video. 


You might expect Sony, Panasonic, an unprecedented 5-year parts and labor 
JVC or Sanyo to develop a buyer protection plan. 
dual-deck VCR, but they didn’t. i <é [2 Pie See the revolutionary VCR-2 
Go-Video did. at selected retailers on March 28. 

The VCR-2 is like no other VCR you've This is truly anew generation in VCR 
ever seen. On this one machine you can technology, and it’ll make you think twice 
record two programs at the same time. Edit about Japanese VCRs. 
tape to tape. And make generation after 
generation of high quality copies at the touch 
of one button. Plus, the VCR-2 carries G C ) - V | D E ) 

Go-Video, Inc. 14455 N. Hayden Road Suite 219, © 1989 Go-Video, Inc. 


Scottsdale, Arizona 85260-6949 (602) 998-3400 


"The Next Generation. 


For additional information, circle No. 148 on Reader Service Card. 
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TAvailable in VHS only. 


E TIME-LIFE HOME VIDEO CLUB, P.O. Box 8520, Harrisburg, PA 17105-8520 


O YES, please enroll me in the Time-Life Home Video Club under the terms outlined in this advertisement 
and the offer | choose below. 


ttPurchase of this cassette from Time-Life Home Video does not qualify for any rebate currently being offered by MGM/UA Home Video. # Closed-captioned for the hearing impaired. 


lefs you decide. 


WE MAKE OWNING MOVIES AFFORDABLE. AND 
» EASY. About once a month, you'll receive our 





3 MOVIES FOR 99¢ EACH 


colorful, illustrated Club Catalog. You can choose 
from the Video Main Selection or over 500 alter- 
nates, with titles from every major studio. Also, 
twice a year you'll receive our Movie Directory 
of over 1,300 titles, for a total of up to 15 buying 


Send me these 6 
movies for 49¢ each 
plus $1.50 each 
shipping and han- 
dling. (Total: $11.94.) 

l agree to buy 6 movies 


Send me these 3 
movies for 99¢ each 
plus $1.50 each 
shipping and han- 
dling. (Total: $7.47.) 

I agree to buy 2 movies 


at regular low Club 
prices within the next 
12 months. 


TAKE A 4TH MOVIE NOW AND 
SAVE UP TO 84% MORE. 


Send my First Club 
Selection now for just 
$12.95 plus $1.50 shipping and handling 
(a total of $14.45 which I’m adding to my pay- 
ment above). I'll save up to $67 off regular Club 
prices and have just one video to buy instead 
of 2 within the next 12 months. 


at regular low Club 
prices within the next 
three years. 


opportunities. 
__ If you wish, the Video Main Selection will be sent 

to you automatically. If you prefer an alternate selec- 
tion or none at all, fill in the response card always 
provided and mail it by the date specified. You'll 
always have 10 days to decide. Should you ever 
receive a video without having had 10 days, you may 
return it at our expense. 

The videos you order will be billed at regular Club 
prices—currently $19.95 to $79.95 (plus shipping and 
handling), with most priced at under $30.00. Once 
you fulfill your Club agreement by purchasing either 
6 movies in three years, or 2 movies in the next year, 








Send my First Club 
Selection now for just 
$9.95 plus $1.50 shipping and handling 
(a total of $11.45 which I’m adding to my pay- 
ment above). I'll save up to $70 off regular Club 
prices and have just 5 videos to buy instead of 
6 within the next three years. 

















Check one: LJ VHS Beta 































































you become eligible for our Club Bonus Plan. Payment options: C1 My check/money order for $ isenclosed.  0-E5/0-M5 
b: , (Applicable sales tax added later to all orders in NY, PA and CA.) 
Mes beg ak ee estate nt aaa compile U1 Charge my introductory tapes and future Club purchases to: 0-E7/0-M7 
tory shipment. If you're not completely satisfied for WS US Pree gh SU suc es i 
any reason, return everything within 10 days for a GardiNo: Exp. Date 
full refund and no further obligation. ; 
Signature 
For fastest service, call toll-free, Name (Please print) 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week ; 
1-800-832-0800 A i i 
Please have title numbers and (ie ELE BPS Ae Ae pita 23h d ) 780 
i infe i : Time-Life Home Video Club reserves the right to reject any application or 
ee ee ratny realy. A01 cancel any membership. Offer limited to continental U.S. (excluding Alaska). V478-1-1 
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THE MAN WHO 
VIEWED ‘TOO MUCH 


A noted televiston critic explains how he learned 
fo stop worrying and love video 


BY MARVIN KITMAN 


hey used to say that I had one of the finest minds 

in Western civilization. Then, as luck would have 

it, [became a TV critic. Until Newsday hired me, 

I hadn’t watched any television; this makes me 

the only person I know who has never sat in front 

of the tube without getting paid for it. When it 

happened, my friends in the literary establish- 

ment said my brain would turn to mush. But I showed them. . . . 
It’s true that I began to read less. (I have been reading War 
and Peace for approximately 13 years now. But only during 
commercials.) I guess you could say I’m virtually illiterate to- 
day. The delearning curve has been remarkable. But I have 
evolved to an even higher state of development. Without mean- 
ing to be boastful, I can state that I am now 


Marvin beyond literacy. I have become a true 
Kitman is the audio/video person. It might even be said 
television critic of that lama VCR (in point of fact, the name 
Newsday. His column, “The _ of my autobiography is ]Ama VCR). 1am 
_ Marvin Kitman Show,”’ the person Christopher Isherwood might 
is syndicated nationally by have been anticipating when he wrote / Am 
the Los Angeles Times 
; a Camera. 
Syndicate. He is also the . 

author of |Am a VCR I don’t want to alarm anybody, but have 
_ (Random House) and The you ever considered that we all might be 
Making of the Prefident mutating, to quote Willard Scott, ‘‘even as 
1789 (Harper we speak,’’ from all the video viewing we 
& Row). do? Biologically, even—I know that my 


own kidneys are not the same anymore. I 
can no longer sit and watch an entire movie without commer- 
cials. Even watching a potentially uninterrupted videocassette, 
the pause button on the remote calls like a siren. And as our 
kidneys have shrunk, our stomachs have grown. How else can 
you explain the constant need to nosh? Our next development 
may be bigger eyeballs (the size of cantaloupes, noted TV-hater 


wWeDEO REVIEW 


Fred Allen used to predict, to go with brains the size of peas. 
And then smaller ears like com kernels, although home surround 
sound might counteract that). But I’m not an authority on 
science; heck, I used to think a chromosome was a new Zenith 
picture tube. Still, who is to say that we’re not all in the proc- 
ess of becoming VCRs? 

I know I started metamorphosizing 10 years ago when I got 
my first deck. Before video, my job as a TV critic had me watch- 
ing two or three stations at once. I did it because I had heard 
that was the way Jack Gould of The New York Times, the found- 
ing father of TV criticism, used to do it. And look what hap- 
pened to him. I knew something had gone awry when he kept 
saying that the trouble with the networks was that they didn’t 
run more opera in primetime. 

Furthermore, in all the legendary network executives’ offices 
I visited, trying to find out what was wrong with TV (Marvin 
Antonowsky of NBC, Bud Grant of CBS, Barry Diller of 
ABC)—they always had three sets going on at once as well. And 
maybe that was what was wrong with TV. 

As for myself, I never really liked watching multiple sets, 
for a very technical reason: It gave me a headache. 

So my VCR changed my life. I could now watch one pro- 
gram, say, Hello, Larry with McLean Stevenson, while record- 
ing the incredible That’s Incredible! on ABC. Instead of get- 
ting a headache, my mind just constantly reeled. 

In the dark years before video, watching television was a 
passive occupation. These were the days long before the 
discovery of the couch potato. I was a couch zucchini then. 
Video changed me. Before video, I was a non-participant with 
tired blood, a schlep, the dregs, the pits. Video changed me into 
a Mediaman! The advent of video made me the equal of a net- 
work vice president in charge of programming. Ten years ago 
I started recording and watching to suit my needs, not to satisfy 
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an advertiser’s marketing demands or solve some network’s silly 
ratings problem. 
Power! What video is all about—controlling what gets on! 











~y VCR taught me how to thwart the evil 
empire, the E.T.s on the planet of LA. When 
they did their stupid pet tricks during sweeps 
months, like airing The Wizard of Oz, Elvis: 
Alive and Well in New Jersey and mud- 
wrestling championships all at the same 
: . time, I could laugh. 

With video, everyone became their own Freddy Silver- 
man or Brandon Tartikoff. And why not? We have better 
taste than those guys. To hell with the Nielsen ratings. 
We have the Murphy or Cohen or Kitman ratings, which 
guarantee seeing what we want when we want it. 

Video freed me from the tyr- 
anny of crummy corporate de- 
cisions. Why did I have to 
watch 32 hours of War and Re- 
membrance on seven consecu- 
tive days? That’s inhumane treat- 
ment, violating the Geneva Ac- 
cords on Videocide. My VCR 
let me go to either extreme: I 
could watch all 32 hours con- 
secutively, non-stop except for 
when those mutated kidneys 
called. Or I could spread the 
show over a summer vacation, 
when there was nothing more 
interesting to do than the dishes. 

This sense of freedom is a 
commonplace now, but 10 
years ago, when I got my first 
VCR, the experience was mind- 
blowing. I felt like a kid with his 
first death-ray gun, and I im- 
mediately began to experiment. 

One of my earliest experi- 
ments was in commercial zap- 
ping. But soon I noticed I was 
missing some of the best stuff on 
TV. I was really out of it at 
literary cocktail parties, where 
the commercials were more 
widely discussed than the latest 
books. (I’ve long felt that newspapers are mistaken in listing 
scheduled TV programs, which are well known. They should 
list commercials so we’d all know when the favorites that 
everybody talks about are on.) Then I began recording without 
sound. You’d be amazed how interesting some of those dramas 
are without the dialogue. You don’t know what’s going on, 
which can be a big help. Then I started zapping the picture. But 
that was radio. Lately, I’m often inclined to eliminate both. 

My VCR helped me out of many socially embarrassing situa- 
tions. Back in the early ’80s, I’d be at Elaine’s on a Friday night 
with all the other literary lights (except for Woody Allen), and 
around nine o’clock I would get antsy. I couldn’t tell my com- 
panions that I just had to see Dallas. ‘‘I’m not hooked or 
anything,’’ I’d say to myself, ‘‘I just want to know what hap- 
pened.”’ (That’s probably why Woody Allen was never there; 
he was at home, watching.) My VCR lifted that anxiety off my 
shoulders, and solved similar problems relating to Thursday 
nights (Knots Landing) and Wednesday nights (Dynasty). 
No one had to know—with video, I could tape them all and 
watch them in the privacy of my bedroom. With the VCR, 
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primetime soaps became the New Porno for intellectuals. 

In all my years reviewing TV shows, I always had a strange 
talent for knowing which shows would be canceled. It could 
be boiled down to a pretty simple formula: Anything I liked 
would get the ax. I had a higher percentage of accuracy than 
Nostradamus, not to mention Jimmy the Greek. But still being 
able to air episodes of shows like the late St. Elsewhere to this 
day makes me feel like Zeus, the god of hot air. 

I’ve also been taping whole series in one night—witness the 
Monty Python and Fawlty Towers marathons Public Television 
stations air periodically. A wonderful public service, if 
counterproductive—after taping their Britcoms, one can just turn 
off their incessant pledge drives. 

Lately, cable channels like Nick at Nite have played a larger 
role in my scholarly studies of the TV medium. I’m close to 
a full collection of Car 54, Where Are You? episodes, and my 
VCR is ona steady diet of SCTV 
and The Best of Saturday Night 
Live installments. All I need for 
my collection now is My Little 
Marsgie, the first sitcom about a 
speed freak. 

Not that you should conclude 
from the above that I’m just 
another highbrow video aes- 
thete. My collection also in- 
cludes a particularly piquant 
episode of G.L.O.W. (Gor- 
geous Ladies of Wrestling), 
which, as you scholars know, is 
a bit short on wrestling but 
makes up for it with lots of scan- 
ty costumes, kinky sexual innu- 
endoes and humor that makes 
Hee Haw seem like. . .well, 
humor. My most treasured epi- 
sode features the Heavy Metal 
Sisters, Spike and Chainsaw, 
humiliating the Southern Belles 
(would you believe they’re 
named Tara and Scarlett?) by 
dousing them in Southern Com- 
fort and making one of them 
bark like a dog and jump 
through a flaming hoop. I don’t 
think that even the Museum of 
Broadcasting has that one. 

The G.L.O. W. episode proudly stands on my shelf alongside 
the first kiss between beast Vincent and beauty Catherine, J.R. 
getting shot, Jaclyn Smith as Florence Nightingale in the 
Crimea, Dan Rather’s tennis-match-inspired walk-off from the 
CBS Evening News, the Fernwood 2-Niie episode with Martin 
Mull interviewing the high-school science teacher who spanked 
Debbie the cheerleader, and other great moments in video 
history. The invention of the VCR, as McLuhan I believe said, 
has made the railroad Pullman obsolete. I never knew what that 
meant, but I’ve always wanted to throw it into one of my serious 
historical articles. The real point is that every home that has a 
VCR is already a potential broadcast museum, a valuable work- 
ing archive in the history of mankind and TVkind. 

In the next 10 years I’Il become a better media manipulator, 
I’m sure, catching more and more of the things I want to treasure 
on video. The only problem is that just as I once had (and still 
have) many unread books, magazines and scholarly journals tak- 
ing up space, waiting for me to get around to them, now I have 
dozens of recorded videotapes I don’t have time to watch. That’s 
what I call a well-rounded individual. O 
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The Definition of Excellence. 
In Sight and Sound. 


Introducing Proton’s new big screen 31” monitor/receiver with Aphex Aural Exciter.° 


Proton has always set the industry standard for 
breathtaking video performance. And our big new 
VT-331, 31” picture follows in that tradition. But 
this time, the picture isn’t all we’ve expanded. 

By incorporating the Aphex Aural Exciter cir- 
cuitry, we've achieved a new level of audio clarity 
and transparency. So harmonics are restored, 
highs more natural, and vocals more vivid. And, 
at the touch of a button, our Expander provides 
vastly superior stereo imaging. 

With our SD-1000 Enhanced Surround Decod- 
er, your enjoyment will be even greater. This Aph- 


ex innovation starts where Dolby Surround® leaves 


an expanded 
listening area that wraps you in pure listening 
pleasure. 


Aphex and Aphex Aural Exciter are trademarks of Aphex Systems, Ltd. 


Unmatched by many professional systems, the 
SD-1000 offers dynamic surround sound from any 
stereo source, including Dolby Surround programs. 

We took the industry’s best and brightest pic- 
ture. And added the most advanced sound. Proton. 
The new definition of excellence. 

For a free brochure and the Proton retailer near- 
est you, call (800) 772-0172. In California, (800) 
428-1006. Or write to 5630 Cerritos Ave., Cypress, 
CA 90630. 


PROTON 
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Dolby Surround is a registered trademark of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. 
For additional information, circle No. 20 on Reader Service Card. 
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t first, nobody even knew what to call them. 

‘“‘VTRs’’—for videotape recorders—was the term 

usually used by the earliest videophiles, whom 

nobody knew what to call, either. The few news- 

paper items published about home video recorders 
at the time tried ‘‘television recorders,’’ ‘“TV tapers,’’ “‘home 
videoplayers’’ and all sorts of other awkward mumbo. A lot 
of early owners called their equipment ‘‘Betamaxes,”’ regardless 
of its format, as in ‘‘I just got a VHS Betamax.”’ 

It was 1976, and the first home videocassette recorder, or 
whatever-you-call-it, had just been introduced. But the Video 
Decade was still virtually inconceivable. After all, from the 
earliest patent for a video recording device in 1927, home video 
technology had always had as many problems as it had promise. 
It was 1956 when RCA first announced development of the 
‘*See-Hear’’ home video system, which was never seen nor 
heard of again. It was 1963 when Telcan had a press demonstra- 
tion of its home recorder, demonstrating that Telcouldn’t. It was 
1967 when Tape Recording magazine asked, in its cover story 
about black-and-white reel-to-reel decks, ‘‘Are You Ready for 
Home VTR?”’ The answer was evidently ‘‘Nope.”’ 

Few of the recent news stories about the success of the VCR 
have noted the technology’s astoundingly slow and shaky start. 


Jan. 1927 
British patent 
filed for ‘‘elec- 
tromagnetic 
image and 
sound record- 
ing and play- 
back device.’’ 
Inventor: Boris 
Ritcheouloff, 
Russian.” 
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From 1976 to 1979, VCR sales were an enormous disappoint- 
ment. At the time, Robert Gerson, a longtime video-industry 
authority and VR contributor from the first issue, reported that 
VCR sales of 475,000 were ‘‘far below the original projections” 
of one million recorders for 1979. 

Part of the problem was technological confusion. Confusion? 
Chaos. By the time Video Review made its debut in April 1980, 
five incompatible VCR formats were available for sale in 
America: Beta I, Beta II, VHS, the Sanyo V-Cord II and the 
Quasar VX-2000. Nobody knew which format or formats would 
survive, and nobody—including manufacturers—could seem to 
decide which format to use. Some companies announced 
allegiance to one system, then suddenly switched. Others hyped 
promising formats such as LVR that were never introduced. 

The other big problem was the pure vacuum of public 
knowledge of and demand for VCRs. According to Sony, every 
$1,300 Betamax sold during the product’s first year on the 
market cost the company $500 in advertising and promotion. 
In preparation for the launch of Video Review, we commissioned 
our own study of consumer attitudes toward home video, and 
it showed, essentially, that nobody understood the questions. 
These findings convinced us to proceed; people obviously need- 
ed our help. 
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Oct. 1975 

First Betamax, 

a TV/VCR con- 

sole, bows in Feb. 1976 
US— $2,295, Betamax deck 
one-hour re- unveiled—45 
cording capa- pounds, 
bility. $1,300. 
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Sep. 1976 
Video Home 
System (VHS) 
unveiled by 
JVC with 
“compact’’ 
30-pound 
home VCR. 









The first half of the Video Decade was shaped by the format 
war between Beta and VHS, the two major formats of VCRs, 
as they were collectively called by then. At first, with VCR 
ownership split just about evenly, both camps assumed that both 
formats could coexist indefinitely, like gas and electric ranges. 
As Sony chairman Akio Morita said in the July 1980 issue of 
VR, ‘‘Even though the Beta and VHS systems are incompati- 
ble, I feel that the VCR market is likely to be big enough for 
both of them.”’ 

Cocktail-party jokes and cartoons played the battle of the VCR 
formats for laughs. (Young woman tells her boyfriend, ‘‘It’ll 
never work out between us. I’m Beta, and you’re VHS.’’) In 
the field, though, this technological war was tough. Each of the 
two formats took the offensive with new developments intend- 
ed to give it a competitive advantage. It was this intensive com- 
petition between Beta and VHS that stimulated development of 
wireless remotes and stereo in 1980, under-$500 decks in 1982 
and Hi-Fi sound in 1983. By 1985, the clear victors were (1) 
VHS and (2) all owners of VCRs in both formats, who picked 
up all the technological booty. 


nother even rougher clash over VCRs was kick- 

ing up in the courts at the beginning of the decade. 

In 1981, the Ninth Circuit District Court of Ap- 

peals reversed a 1979 ruling that had established 

the legality of home taping, in response to a 

lawsuit by Disney and Universal Pictures against Sony and 

others. Hollywood and the VCR community escalated their legal 

warfare with a campaign of appeals, counterappeals and public 

blood-boiling. And the public was left with no idea if their in- 
creasingly popular pastime was legal or against the law. 

Early VCR ads and promotional material used to include 

warnings specifying that the equipment was not to be used for 

copyright infringement, despite the fact that no one knew ex- 

actly what sort of recording qualified as copyright infringement. 

Millions of VCR owners lived with the fear (or the thrill) that 

they were breaking the law. Some were afraid they could be 

thrown in the hoosegow for taping Charlie’s Angels and, come 


July 1977 
V-Cord II home 
VCR format in- 
troduced by . 

Sanyo. 
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Sept. 1977 

RCA goes VHS 
with four-hour 
model. 
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to think of it, that might have been appropriate treatment. 

At one stage in 1982, Congress stepped in and set up a hear- 
ing to explore possible legislative responses to the VCR debate. 
On the anti-taping side, Hollywood brought out Clint Eastwood 
to testify. He wore sunglasses on the stand. On the pro-taping 
side, I was there to testify, and I probably made his day. 
Somehow, still, video fans were soon vindicated. In 1984, the 
Supreme Court settled the taping controversy with a landmark 
ruling in favor of home video recording. 


ith the basic issues of format standardization 
and legality settled for the foreseeable future, 
the VCR news of the second half of the Video 
Decade focused on elemental technological 
advances. In 1985, SuperBeta pushed up the 
ceiling of home video picture quality. VHS followed suit with 
the even greater advance of Super-VHS, first rumored in 1985 
but not introduced until 1987. Digital effects also made their 
debut on American VCRs, bringing picture-in-picture, jitter- 
free freeze-frame and other sophisticated playback effects out 
of the production studios and into VCR owners’ homes. Fur- 
ther pushing the electronic envelope of home VCR image quali- 
ty, Sony introduced extended-definition (or ‘‘ED’’) Beta in 
1987—as a matter of principle, essentially, since the originator 
of the Betamax finally went with VHS in early 1988. 
Beyond pure technology, what is it about the VCR that has 
transformed it from a *‘$1,300 toy’’ (as Fortune magazine called 
it in 1977) to the ‘‘toaster of the video age’’ (as CBS News called 
it 10 years later)? 
© The pursuit of excellence—nothing has driven the develop- 
ment of VCRs more than the public’s insatiable appetite for ever- 
better video technology. Over the years, many longtime VR 
readers have gone through a half-dozen VCRs or more, each 
replaced with the next generation of gear and augmented by 
sophisticated audio systems, high-performance monitors, sur- 
round sound and other advanced accessories. 
As a matter of fact, a few of the most zealous videophiles are 
so hungry for new technology that they’II bite at almost anything, 


April 1980 
Video Review 
mat, with first debuts. 
home remote 
control, debuts 
from Quasar. 


July 1980 


lab test by CBS 
Technology 


___ in VR: Hitachi 


izontal resolu- 


















Oct. 1979 
Ninth Circuit 
District Court 
of Appeals 
declares home 
VCR legitimate: 
and legal. 
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First home VCR 


Center appears 
VT5800A. Hor- 


tion: 240 lines. © 
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it seems. In August 1982, VR reported the introduction of the 
first ‘‘record-only VCR—created for those who feel obligated 
to own today’s technology but not necessarily to use it.’’ It was 
a gag, but the letters we received from interested readers were 
entirely serious (we think). 

¢Rebellion—one little-discussed element of the VCR’s ap- 
peal is its subtle sort of system-bucking. The very use ofa VCR 
has always involved a degree of fighting the network establish- 
ment, beating the system—the conquest of the consumer— 
especially for those who fast-forward through commercials or 
erase them altogether. 

¢ Shopping—another undervalued virtue of VCRs is the new 
opportunity they provide to shop for tapes in the video store. 
After all, shopping has now overtaken TV-watching as the most 
popular pastime in America, according to a study conducted by 
American Express and Neiman-Marcus. VCRs have made 
visual entertainment a commodity, shoppable and purchasable. 

¢Having—as a commodity, video entertainment has become 
possessible, naturally. With VCRs and videotapes, we’ve gained 
a great new something to collect, to show off to our guests, to 
compare with our neighbors and, frequently, to watch. Our 
cassette collections are also expressions of our precious 
American sense of individuality; they show off our interests, 
our tastes, the interests and tastes we want our children to ab- 
sorb, or those we'd like to have. 

eFreedom—we take it for granted now, but VCRs are truly 
historic for having emancipated viewers from TV programmers. 
Only with VCRs have viewers been liberated to watch virtual- 
ly anything, whether available on prerecorded cassette, cable, 
satellite or broadcast TV, at any time during the day or night. 
The phenomenon appeals almost spiritually to Americans’ in- 
stinct for independence. 

“‘Watch what you want, when you want.”’ The idea has prac- 
tically become a cliche, because most of us do indeed take VCRs 
for granted today. They’re simply an essential part of every- 
day life—the mystery and surprise are gone. And that fact seems 
to be the exquisite legacy of the Video Decade, as we turn to 
the certain new mysteries and surprises in VCRs of the Second 























Video Decade ahead. 
Oct. 1981 
Court of Ap- 
peals reverses 
March 1981 1979 VCR 
First VR blank- ruling—VCR 
tape test—all use ruled il- 
18 VHS brands legal, as : 
then available copyright x 
tested. violation. 5 
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‘ | First portable ~* 
Oct. 1980 | TV/VCR com- 
Quarter-inch —— bo, CVC- — 
CVC format in- format ‘‘Video 
troduced by Showcase,’’ 
Technicolor. tested in VR. 





March 1982 : 


N D 





y it 
yh 
Ay vy 


A 
Pus 
a 


ay” 


” ° 





Jan. 1988 
Last of Beta 
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in makers, Sony, 
pada int adds VHS 
troduced by models to its 
JVC; ED Beta VCR line. 
developed to 
outdo S-VHS. °° °° °° * 
Jan. 1987 
4mm video 
announced by 
Samsung, 
never to be 
MME Sis sai siete ceie ale heard fro: 
again. 




















Sept. 1986 
First US-made 
VCRs com- 
pleted by °° °° 
Hitachi. Poo NN 
April 1984 
Play-only VHS* °° °° *** | 
portables Jan. 1984 
debut for United States | 
rental use. Supreme Court Feb. 1983 
rules home -__. Hi-Fi VCRs in- 
VCRs legal. troduced by 
ABC starts TV Sony and 
poe broadcasts for Toshiba for 
/ } VCR owners Beta format. 
j only—sends VHS follows 
y: scrambled shortly after. 
' movies to s 
Pel? decoder con- . 
nected to 3 
VCRs. Scheme ‘ 
scrapped sieve é 


within months. 





























May 1982 

UCM format— July 1982 
later renamed $500 price bar- 
Mini-VHS, and rier broken 
finally called with Sanyo 
VHS-C—re- VCR. 
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SPECIAL REPORT 





VIDEO’S 


DIRTY SECRET 





A VR investigation exposes dangerously 
defective prerecorded tapes 


magine an el-cheapo brand of gasoline 
that seems to offer a great bargain to 
budget-conscious drivers, but is actual- 
ly contaminated with water, sludge and silt. 
Or consider the chances a new bakery prod- 
uct, made with generous portions of sawdust 
along with the flour, might have in today’s 
quality-conscious marketplace. How about 
budget editions of literary classics which the 
publisher has made irresistibly cheap, but 
has dropped letters, words and even whole 
pages at random from the original text? 
It’s hard to imagine consumers tolerating 
any of these scenarios, no matter how much 
money they could save on the compromised 
products. But, according to a study commis- 
sioned by Video Review, a similar attack on 
basic product quality is now taking place in 
home video, with hardly a peep from most 
buyers. In a survey of the low-cost prere- 
corded tapes now flooding discount stores, 
VR’s Advanced Product Evaluation Labo- 
ratory discovered defects in over 60% of the 
tapes it tested. In some cases the problems 
were minor flaws that might not be obvious 
to viewers, but other tapes were so shoddi- 
ly constructed and recorded that they not on- 
ly produced nearly unwatchable pictures, but 
could conceivably damage a VCR as well. 
The tapes in question aren’t the high- 
priced movies available for rental at local 
video stores— 
though they may 
have some prob- 
lems too—but 
rather the cut-rate 
cassettes filling 
the bins at most 
drug and discount 
stores: bargain- 


By Ron Goldberg 


basement copies of Hollywood classics, last 
summer’s almost-blockbusters and a 
smorgasbord of cartoons, sports tapes and 
kid vid. Called ‘‘sell-through’’ by manufac- 
turers, the category of tapes priced to sell 
rather than rent has grown dramatically in 
recent years—now making up over 40% of 
wholesale video revenues—while prices 
have plunged. With the fall in prices, some 
manufacturers have apparently tried to save 
pennies by using low-grade materials, blank 
tape of dubious origin and shoddy, irregular 
shells. Adding insult to injury, most of the 
tapes in the $15-and-under price range are 
recorded at the LP (long-play) speed, allow- 
ing manufacturers to save money on tape 
while sacrificing the picture quality and even 
the playability of the cassette. 

Ironically, due to recent advances in blank 
tape and recording technology, manufac- 
turers today have the ability to duplicate their 
programs at higher standards than ever 
before—if they want to. But many suppliers 
in the sell-through field—especially the 
lesser-known companies—simply choose 
not to. As a general rule, tapes from the ma- 
jor video companies seem to exhibit fewer 
problems than the no-name brands, but our 
lab tests revealed problems even in such 
movies as Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind and The Woman in Red. ‘‘Buying these 













tapes is like throwing dice,’’ says consult- 
ant Larry Finley, who advises VHS in- 
ventor JVC on tape quality problems in the 
US. “But unfortunately, a lot of consumers 
see that low price tag and decide it’s worth 
the risk.”’ 

The video industry is starting to wake up 
to problems that defective tapes may pose for 
the business. JVC, which administers quality 
standards for its VHS format, has begun to 
crack down on substandard tapes in the US 
with the help of Finley and a US law firm. 
The Video Software Dealers ‘Association, a 
video store trade group, has formed a com- 
mittee to look into defective tapes in rental 
stores. Tape duplicators and suppliers have 
also conducted studies to determine how sen- 
sitive consumers are to the quality of the 
tapes they watch. 

Still, there’s no sign that the video industry 
as a whole is aware of the true scope of the 
problem. And those who do recognize the 
problems seem more inclined to blame them 
on consumers than to tackle the quality short- 
comings in the products they sell. Dupli- 
cators and programmers contacted by VR in- 
dicated that they felt most playback problems 
are due to consumers themselves damaging 
tapes. One recent study concluded that con- 
sumers who complain about low quality suf- 
fer from ‘‘unrealistic expectations.”’ 

The current 
crisis in tape 
quality has its 
roots in the earli- 
est days of the 
VHS format. 
Back in 1976, 
when JVC first 
introduced VHS, 
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it developed a rigorous set of manufactur- 
ing standards that had to be met by any com- 
pany selling cassettes carrying the official 
VHS logo. Until recent years, these ‘‘li- 
censed’’ cassettes made up the vast majority 
of both blank and prerecorded tape sales, and 
buyers were assured of at least a minimal 
level of quality. As the video business grew, 
however, a sleazy subcategory of cut-rate, 
unlicensed blank tapes began to appear in 
stores. Most didn’t carry the official VHS 
logo, but as VR exposed in a 1988 investiga- 
tion (see ‘‘The Blank Tape Rip-Off,’’ Sept. 
’88 VR), even many low-cost blanks with the 
official logo were dangerously defective. 
(One of the tapes in that study shed enough 
magnetic particles to destroy the video heads 
in one of APEL’s test VCRs.) 

The decline in prerecorded quality has 
followed a parallel track. In the early 
years of home video, when most movies 
sold for $80 or so, duplicators bought 
finished cassettes from reputable licensed 
suppliers and recorded programs onto them. 
As the volume of tapes to be duplicated 
began to explode in the mid-’80s, dupli- 
cators started to look for more efficient 
methods. Today, most tape duplicators buy 
blank tape in large bulk rolls known as 
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*‘pancakes,”’ record pictures onto it and then 
load it into cassette shells. 

Although the leading duplicators working 
this way can produce tapes of the highest 
quality, there is a catch: Because JVC’s sys- 
tem of awarding VHS licenses was original- 
ly set up only to cover factories making blank 
cassettes, the distinction between licensed and 
unlicensed tapes has become almost mean- 
ingless when it comes to prerecorded video. 
Reputable duplicators make every effort to 
buy tape and shells that meet the JVC stand- 
ards, but less quality-conscious dupers often 
buy their raw materials from the cheapest 
source they can find—often from the same 
factories that make the atrocious blank tapes 
VR tested in our ‘‘Blank Tape Rip-Off’ 
story last year. Some leading duplicators 
often have to farm out parts of large jobs to 
smaller, sloppier dupers when they get 
overloaded. Thus, there can be huge varia- 
tions in the quality of even a single release. 
And the cheaper the price of the final cassette 
in stores, the greater the pressure on the 
duplicator to cut corners. 

Fortunately, most cassettes in stores come 
from quality duplicators and offer anywhere 
from acceptable to extraordinary quality. 
““Most of the complaints are coming from 
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only about 10% of the product out there,”’ 
says TDK’s Douglas Booth, who handles the 
company’s blank tape sales to duplicators. 
And, of course, nobody would expect the 
same level of quality from a $10 cassette that 
a $90 rental title would deliver. But accord- 
ing to APEL president Frank Barr, the most 
disturbing finding in APEL’s lab test of low- 
cost cassettes was the extreme quality spread 
between the best and worst tapes. “‘I don’t 
care how cheap a tape is, there’s just no ex- 
cuse for some of the things we found,’’ he 
says. ‘‘They’re just ripping off the public.”” 

At VR’s request, APEL tested 18 pairs of 
prerecorded tapes, including movies, kid vid 
and sports, ranging in price from $5 to $19.95. 
The tapes were purchased at a variety of in- 
dependent dealers and discount stores in New 
York City and Los Angeles. (To ensure fair- 
ness, the cassettes in each pair were purchased 
at two different stores.) APEL, which has 
conducted VR tests for nearly 10 years as the 
country’s leading video lab, measured how 
well each cassette conformed to the JVC stand- 
ards. It’s important to note that the JVC stand- 
ards aren’t goals, but rather minimums that 
are easily met by any reputable manufacturer. 
(Virtually every major blank tape on the mar- 
ket today greatly exceeds these standards.) 


fter monitoring the 
complaints of VR 
readers and conducting 
our own informal viewing tests, 
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e’d like Steven Spiel- 

berg to take a look 

at our copy of Good- 
Times’ Close Encounters of the 
Third Kind. While it wasn’t 
the worst tape in our survey 
of low-cost prerecorded 
cassettes—far from _ it, 
unfortunately—it was far 
from acceptable. Since, like 
most low-priced movies, it 
was recorded at the LP (long- 
play) speed, the picture is soft 
and fuzzy. Making matters 
worse are the tiny streaks 
caused by dropouts (in one 
sample, there were more 
than twice the level permit- 
ted under the VHS standard). 
And a flaw in the cassette 
shell could mean the tape 
will wear out long before its 
time. 

Is this any way to treat a 
major motion picture from 
one of the world’s most im- 
portant directors? We don’t 
think so. 

The video industry has 
worked itself into a paradox: 
On one hand, it ceaselessly 
promotes the idea of ‘’sell- 
through,’”’ urging the public 
to buy and collect cassettes 
instead of renting. But on the 
other, all too many of the 
tapes now priced to sell are so 
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shoddy they’re an insult both 
to collectors and to the crea- 
tive people who produced the 
works in the first place. 

Fortunately, a few com- 
panies, notably Paramount 
Home Video and Media 
Home Entertainment, have 
announced policies to re- 
lease sell-through tapes on- 
ly in high-quality SP ver- 
sions. Let’s hope they starta 
trend. But a more drastic, in- 
dustry-wide commitment to 
quality is needed. After all, 
if too many consumers ger 
burned buying defective dis- 
count tapes, they may stop 
buying tapes altogether; 
and that will hurt the respon- 
sible companies as much as 
the irresponsible ones. 

We propose a video sum- 
mit meeting where the lead- 
ing video companies and or- 
ganizations can begin to 
develop some guidelines to 
stem the flood of defective 
tapes. Video consumers de- 
serve some basic guaran- 
tees when they buy tapes— 
regardless of price: 

1. Acceptable technical 
quality. VHS inventor JVC 
has established mini- 
mum quality standards for 
all VHS tapes. Any tape du- 


plicator who can’t or won't 
meet these standards has 
no business in the video 
business. 

2. Clear policies on LP and 
EP duping. Duplicating tapes 
at these slow recording 
speeds means a major reduc- 
tion in picture quality. Con- 
sumers may feel the com- 
promise is worth the sav- 
ings, but all LP and EP tapes 
should be clearly marked as 
such on the box (and not just 
in the fine print). 

3. Honest packaging. Con- 
sumers shouldn’t have to 
wait until they get home to 
discover that the tape they 
just bought is only 20 min- 
utes long or that the star on 
the box only makes a brief 
cameo. Responsible compa- 
nies don’t treat their cus- 
tomers like suckers. 


Video Review will send a 
copy of this investigation, 
along with our call for a video 
summit, to all the leading 
video labels, duplicators, the 
International Tape/Disc As- 
sociation, the Video Soft- 
ware Dealers Association 
and JVC. We'll also send a 
copy to Steven Spielberg. 

—James B. Meigs 


we expected the worst from the 
APEL survey. We got it (see 
“You Call This a Bargain?”’ 
right). Some cassettes were the 
victims of poor raw materials. 
One copy of The Woman in Red, 
for example, was plagued by 
over four times the number of 
dropouts (tiny picture streaks 
caused by magnetic particles 
flaking off the tape) allowed by 
JVC. Quite a few tapes suffered 
from irregular shells, which can 
jam in some VCRs, and wobbly 
tape hubs, which can cause ex- 
cessive tape wear over time. 
Based on this survey, it seems 
quite possible that many types of 
tape damage that occur after 10 
or 20 plays—problems that some 
industry members assume are 
caused by users—are actual- 
ly due to defects in tape shells 
and hubs that gradually damage 
the tape. 

Unfortunately, even duplica- 
tors using decent materials may 
sabotage tape quality through 
careless Continued on page 110 
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YOU CALL THIS A BARGAIN? 


hat did you expect for five or 

10 bucks? A lot better than 

this, we'll bet. For this investi- 
gation of low-cost tape quality, we 
tested 18 identical pairs of prerecorded 
VHS tapes, and to make sure the 
samples came from different production 
batches, we bought each tape in a pair 
at two separate outlets. The retail price 
listed in the chart reflects the highest 
amount we paid for each sample. Alll the 
tapes were given a full technical evalua- 
tion by the Advanced Product Evalua- 
tion Laboratory. We also ran subjective 
viewing tests of all our samples. 

We felt a certain amount of pessimism 
before the tapes even entered the VCR. 
Infact, many of our samples still sported 
an unbroken erase tab—a sure sign of 
careless production. 

Our viewing tests confirmed our initial 
pessimism. Since only five of the 18 pro- 
grams were recorded in the SP mode, 
we were prepared for questionable 
picture and sound quality. But what we 
didn‘t expect was program quality that 
was barely worth the tape on which it 
was recorded. For example, Silver 
Screen’s Daffy Duck reels appeared to 
have been dubbed directly off a TV 
master—including obvious commercial 
blackouts. Goodtimes’ Nixon’s Most 
Memorable Speeches neglected to 
make one thing perfectly clear. . . why 
was his 1974 resignation speech in black 
and white when the entire nation saw 
the same broadcast in color? Sports 
Legends Video’s Jackie Robinson tape 
struck out by including almost five 
minutes of promotional footage—in a 
program running less than 30 minutes! 
The all-time loser, though, was Front 
Row Video’s Time Out for Hilarious 
Sports Bloopers. The entire tape looked 
like someone had shot it off a TV screen. 
And it wasn’t even funny. 

APEL arrived at similar unfortunate 
conclusions. More than a third of the 
samples tested showed dropout rates far 
in excess of the VHS standard (50 long- 
term dropouts per minute). Dropouts 
are caused by any number of problems: 
oxide particles that don’t stick to the tape 
because of bad tape binder, warped 
cassette hubs that rub across the tape 
surface and careless loading techniques 
by the manufacturer—not to mention 
starting off with second-quality tape. 
These long-term dropouts are measured 
from sections at the beginning, middle 
and end of the tape, and are perceived 
as ‘‘noise lines’’ on a TV screen. In very 
serious cases, tapes that shed too much 
can destroy a VCR’s video heads. 

Audio uniformity (the difference in 
volume between left and right channels) 
was another problem we found in many 








Title Company Dropouts Audio Uniformity (indB) Physical Retail Price 
(beg., mid., end) (left, right) (pass/fail) 

Close Encounters 

of the Third Kind Goodtimes 26 33 38 a8 Pass $14.95 
Close Encounters 

of the Third Kind Goodtimes 120.80 23 a 2 Fail 
Daffy Duck Silver Screen a 18 3 a 9 Pass $ 2.99 
Daffy Duck Silver Screen 40. 22 Ji i 4 Pass 
Dakota Republic Pictures 798 7 1A Pass $14.95 
Dakota Republic Pictures 20. 4 #10 a 2 Pass 
Farm Frolics Troy Gold/Viking 123 148 13 A) Pass $ 3.99 
Farm Frolics Troy Gold/Viking 33° 62 54 o 7 Pass 
Grizzly Media Zi 4 1G 413 Pass $9.88 
Grizzly Media 9. 307 J wl Pass 
Killers from Space Goodtimes 127. 40 38 22 Fail $5 
Killers from Space Goodtimes 273 90. 28 a4 Fail 
My Favorite 

runette Goodtimes 41 195 il A Pass $5 

My Favorite 

Brunette Goodtimes a4) 14 31 J 2 Pass 
Nixon’s Most Memor- 

able Speeches Goodtimes 7) 68 67 3 22 Pass $ 9.88 
Nixon’s Most Memor- 

able Speeches Goodtimes 169 46 57 116 Fail 
Old Boyfriends Embassy 787 2 22 Fail $9.99 
Old Boyfriends Embassy ai: 12 24 2.2 Fail 
Raffi in Concert A&M 20° 8 10 A 6 Fail $19.95 
Raffi in Concert A&M a 3 6 1) 2 Pass 
Jackie Robinson Sports Legends 28 15. 12 2.5 Pass $ 4.99 
Jackie Robinson Sports Legends 181 38 108 Le Fail 
Son of Godzilla Video Treasures 22.23, 32 3 Fail $9.95 
Son of Godzilla Video Treasures 124 35 62 aAold Fail 
Time Out for Hilarious 

Sports Bloopers Front Row 35 46 60 4 2 Fail $9.99 
Time Out for Hilarious 

Sports Bloopers Front Row 49 48 48 se 8 Fail 
Superman Cartoons Silver Screen 23 35 18 17 Fail $ 2.99 
Superman Cartoons Silver Screen 63 17) 10 4 i) Fail 
The Texas Chainsaw 

Massacre Video Treasures 46°22 33 3 19 Fail $ 9.99 
The Texas Chainsaw 

Massacre Video Treasures 10° 19 24 a S Fail 
The Three Stooges United American 12 18 6 oe Fail $ 3.99 
The Three Stooges United American 1b 13 1h 28 Fail 
All-Star TV Bloopers —_ Goodtimes 45 39 60 4 5 Fail $ 9.99 
All-Star TV Bloopers Goodtimes 196 31 49 do 3 Fail 
The Woman in Red Video Treasures 34 234 24 27 Fail $ 9.88 
The Woman in Red Video Treasures 83 8 «(44 ed Fail 


Tests conducted by APEL. For dropout results, the number of long-term (15-microsecond) dropouts per minute were measured, 


of our test samples. Since non-Hi-Fi pro- 
grams use the edge of the tape to record 
audio tracks, poor uniformity is a sure 
sign of tape-edge damage caused by 
faulty tape slitting (literally the ‘slicing’ 
of wide tape stock down to the ¥2-inch 
VHS standard) or winding. Edge 
damage is also a degenerative condi- 
tion, because with each ensuing play the 
tape will fray even further. 

APEL also performed standard tests 
on the cassette shells themselves. 


Measuring such physical properties 
as cassette height and width, amount 
of spool wobble and length of leader 
tape, APEL found that the bottles 
weren't any better than the wine: Over 
60% of the tapes failed the physical 
examinations. 

This is not to say that all the samples 
tested were bad. In fact, several offered 
quite a bang for the buck. Media Home 
Entertainment's Grizzly, packaged with 
a sticker proudly boasting an SP re- 


cording and top-quality tape, gave a 
clear picture and good quality sound. 
Republic Pictures Home Video's Dakota 
was not only a pristine SP recording of 
the John Wayne classic, but also includ- 
ed full production credits on the box. 
Unfortunately, with other companies, 
quality often varied wildly from tape to 
tape. Video Treasures’ The Woman in 
Red looked fine on one sample, but 
another had more than 25 times the 
number of major dropouts! —R.G. 


JANUARY 


1990 


39 





It’s crazy. it’s zany.. It’s hysterical. 
it’s TV According to “Weird Al” Yankovic. 


») 


ORION 


HOME VIDEO 





For additional information, circle No. 12 on Reader Service Card 




















Until HDTV arrives, the focus is on making 
the most of what we've already got 


eady or not, here they come. High-definition television 
sets with wide screens and amazing picture quality. 
Giant, flat-screen TV monitors that hang on a wall. 
Recordable laser videodiscs to store HDTV images in 
a durable, digitally perfect state. All this and much, 
much more. . .but not quite this year. 

For 1990, the minds that decide what products arrive in consumer 
electronics stores are set on tweaking. That is, they are pushing the 
standards they’ve already defined for TVs, VCRs, laserdisc players, 
camcorders and audio components just a tiny bit further. Much of 
this tweaking is designed to bring current technology closer to the 
aforementioned ideals and, based on exclusive reports we’ve man- 
aged to gather from sources around the globe, some of it will result 





in truly exciting gear. And, with VCR, camcorder and TV sales at 
something of a plateau, manufacturers will be forced to adopt more 
competitive tactics. 

The consumer dividends from all of this are rather nice: better prod- 
ucts, frequently at lower prices. But that’s not to say the "90s won’t 
contain challenges for consumers. Some of the equipment due to 
break ground in 1990 will carry premium prices, and video en- 
thusiasts will again need to weigh the advantages of new features very 
carefully before upgrading their systems. 

In preparing this report, we visited labs in the US, Japan, Taiwan 
and Europe to see the products that will reach stores this year as well 
as the prototypes that will follow later in the 90s. Here are our 
forecasts for each of the major product categories. 


BY GREGORY P. FAGAN 






























































PREVIEW 1990 


PERSONAL VIDEO 

While it’s easy to ignore the *“Second Coming of the Walkman’’ 
hype surrounding these tiny TV/VCR combinations, there is no de- 
nying that they are truly cool. That may explain why there’s somuch 
more going on in personal video this year than last. 

The concept-C system that JVC previewed at last summer’s Con- 
sumer Electronics Show in Chicago will receive its formal introduc- 
tion later this year. Designed to counter the 8mm video format’s 
head start in the laptop video market, this modular VHS-C (com- 
pact) system includes separate camera, recorder, three-inch LCD 
monitor, tuner and power components which snap together like a 
James Bond rifle. 

Sony, which started the personal video movement last year with 
its combination 8mm VCR/three-inch LCD TV—the Video Walk- 
man—will likely remain in the forefront when it introduces the first 
FL (flat-loading) transport-equipped model this year. (Sony would 
not confirm this, but acknowledged that they’re “‘looking at it.’”) 
The new model, designated the GV-100 in Japan, shrinks the cur- 
rent GV-9’s hardcover book-sized dimensions down to paperback 
size. Like JVC’s concept-C, the smaller Video Walkman has been 
demonstrated with a tiny, optional camera. 

While JVC and Sony engage in an all-out VHS-C-vs.-8mm bat- 
tle to offer the most in the least amount of space, Panasonic will 
enter the personal video fray with a laptop computer-sized model 
that combines a full-size VHS Hi-Fi player with a four-inch LCD 
TV. Panasonic had expected to have the roughly 62-pound PV- 
M429 in stores by the end of ’89. A US introduction of the smaller 
S-VHS-C Hi-Fi A/V Pocket Watch (see ‘‘Laptop Video,’’ Aug. 
*89 VR), which Panasonic is selling in Japan, hasn’t been ruled out 
yet, but inside sources are skeptical. 


LASER VIDEO 

‘©1990 will be the moment of truth for laser video,’’ says Robert 
Gerson, editorial director of TWICE, a weekly consumer electronics 
trade magazine. Panasonic and NEC, which will enter the laser- 
disc player market by mid-1990, may finally dispel the notion that 
laser video is an enthusiasts-only format. 

Carl Laufer, Panasonic marketing director for laser disc players, 
is mum on the exact specifications, but the two Panasonic combina- 
tion LV/CD/CD-V players, he says, will offer S-video outputs and 
digital effects at a reasonable price. The more expensive of the two 
will also include fiber optic, digital audio output and the new one- 
bit MASH audio processing. Panasonic’s MASH (for multistage 
noise shaping) audio processing is a new, theoretically improved 





digital-to-analog converter (DAC), designed to be more effec- 
tive and less costly than the standard 16- and 18-bit DACs. 

Philips, which also has one-bit technology at its disposal, may 
also offer it in a player this year. But, according to audio marketing 
manager David Birch Jones, not until a few things are worked out. 
“It’s like having a little radio transmitter in there,’’ Jones says, 
referring to the Philips one-bit system’s 1 1-MHz operating frequen- 
cy. Philips engineers are currently exploring ways to isolate the one- 
bit DAC circuits so that they won’t interfere with the video image, 
Jones says. 

Audio quality will be a primary concern when Proton introduces 
its laser disc player by year’s end, according to chairman Frankie 
Hong. In Taiwan the company’s engineers are currently working 
with designer Reinhold Weiss (see ‘‘Better By Design,’’ June 89 
VR) on a combi player that will fit in with Proton’s recently intro- 
duced 600 series audio components. 

















The laser format’s biggest supporter, Pioneer, plans ‘‘no drastic 
changes in technology,’ says marketing vice president Mike Fidler. 
But, that’s not to say that the company’s engineers are resting. 
Working with KDD, a large Japanese communications firm, 
Pioneer has developed a rewritable (recordable) laser videodisc 
system for professional use. The first prototypes can record up to 
30 minutes of video with analog audio on either side of a 12-inch 
disc, according to reports. The performance specs are pretty impres- 
sive—with a horizontal resolution of 400 lines and a video signal- 
to-noise ratio of 45 dB. A source quoted the developers’ estimates 
that the recorder will be available to professionals for around 
$21,000, with discs selling in the neighborhood of $1,400. Although 
Pioneer isn’t predicting when the system’s price might fall to con- 
sumer levels, some analysts foresee recordable disc players in 
homes by the mid- to late-’90s. 
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VIDEOCASSETTE RECORDING 

The VCR—home video’s cornerstone component—turns 15 this 
year, and video insiders expect little change beyond refinements 
in programming ease, tape access speed and general convenience. 
Several Toshiba VCRs, for example, will include front-panel A/V 
inputs in a design idea labeled ‘‘camcorder friendly’’ by the 
manufacturer. 

‘*‘We’re trying to make decks that are as simple as we possibly 
can,’’ says Toshiba video marketing manager Claude Frank. In ad- 
dition to the traditional auto-play, auto-rewind and auto-eject 
capabilities of current VCRs, the new Toshiba models will scan 
through a tape until a control signal is detected. In other words, if 
you’ ve left a blank 30 seconds or so at the beginning of a tape, the 
deck will automatically cue the tape up to where the program begins. 

Compact cassette compatibility (in other words, VHS decks that 
accept VHS-C tapes without an adapter) will make something of 
a splash this year. Both Panasonic and JVC plan spring ’90 intros, 
and a few other VHS-C camcorder manufacturers are expected to 
bow CCC decks as well. 

In the high-end, Mitsubishi will likely bow an upgrade of its HS- 
U80 S-VHS deck in the second half of the year. Current plans call 
for the deck to include an innovative head design recently devised 
by Mitsubishi’s Kyoto engineers which allows for perfect, noise- 
line-free forward and reverse scanning. 

Sony is reportedly tooling up one of its Japanese plants to produce 
S-VHS VCRs. While nobody at the company would confirm that a 
Sony S-VHS deck will arrive in US stores this year, sources’ com- 
ments on the format lacked Sony’s earlier anti-S-VHS vehemence. 

Panasonic and Quasar designers are currently discussing the 
viability of voice-confirmation programming systems for more 
VCRs. The technology is a spinoff from existing phone-call pro- 
gramming circuitry, and examples will likely arrive in electronics 
stores this summer. These decks may also include electronics which 
produce messages on the machine’s LED panel. Current Japanese 
models sport a cheery ‘‘HELLO”’ on the panel when turned on and 
“‘HAPPY NEW YEAR’”’ on the appropriate day. 


TELEVISION 

The key word in TVs next year will be “‘big.”’ Big screens, big 
sound and plenty of IDTV (improved-definition television). The 
size emphasis springs from consumers’ enthusiastic embracing of 
the home theater concept. 

Few companies have pursued the home theater builder as ag- 
gressively as Mitsubishi, and the company’s new model, with a 
120-inch screen, represents its grandest effort yet. The approximate- 
ly eight-by-six-foot screen can mount on or in a wall, and its pro- 
jection kit requires only 6% feet of space behind the screen. 

NEC will offer a front-projection model for the theatrically in- 
clined as well. The 120-inch DP-3000S, which springs more from 
the company’s Multisync PC monitor line than its traditional TV 
line, will be sold in tandem with a separate IDTV processor (which 
improves picture density by doubling the number of horizontal scan- 
ning lines making up the image). NEC vice president Brian Williams 
says that the system will sell for under $20,000. 

In more conventional sizes—and prices—Philips’ long-awaited 
IARC (internal anti-reflective coating) projection sets, originally 
announced in the summer of 1988, should finally reach stores 
this month. Past demonstrations of the IARC models proved very 
impressive: The design clearly improves on the brightness, resolu- 
tion and contrast of conventional projection sets. 

Philips plans to introduce an IARC model later in the year, with 
the interlace-eliminating IDTV circuitry used on the company’s 27- 
and 31-inch direct-view models. Proton also plans to include IDTV 
circuitry in its first projection set, a 50-inch model due late in the 
year. (Panasonic and NEC plan additional IDTV sets for 1990, and 
Sony is considering rear-projection IDTV introductions as well.) 

In the tube department, Sony recently premiered a 32-inch screen 
model in Japan employing the styling used — Continued on page 110 


LIQUID CRYSTALS: 
NEW AGE TV SCREENS 


Sometime early this year, Toshiba expects to begin sell- 
ing an LCD (liquid crystal display) TV with a 61-inch screen. 
That's not exactly big enough to place on acart in the living 
room, but it should enable you to watch a football game 
without worrying that you've picked up your child’s ant 
farm by mistake. Hitachi already introduced a laptop 
TV/VCR combo (model VT-LC50A) with a full five-inch LCD 
screen. Much larger displays—up to 20 inches or more— 
have been built in research labs. 

At least one major manufacturer, Philips, plans to replace 
all of its 20-inch and smaller CRT sets with LCD models 
within the next decade. ‘‘We feel that it’s just a matter of 
time,'’ says Mark Stephenson, Philips’ director of market- 
ing for color TV. ‘‘The picture tube is an antique. It ought 
to be in the Smithsonian.’’ 

For now, Stephenson’s view is 
grounded more in hope than real- 
ity, but the theory is compelling. 
LCDs offer several advantages 
over conventional picture tubes: 
They’re thinner, lighter and require 
less power to operate. But since 
they don’t generate light, LCDs 
require a light source—typically 
fluorescent—behind the panel, to 
create a picture. In theory, simple 
LCDs would eventually be cheaper to make than tubes. But 
for now, low producticn yields keep the cost high. 

The price break needed to lower the cost of LCDs isn’t likely 
to happen in 1990. Sharp, for example, has demonstrated 
its 20-inch LCD set at several trade shows in the past few 
years, but the company isn’t close to actually introducing 
one. Knowledgeable TV engineers estimate that Sharp—or 
any other company working with that size screen—must 
build 100 20-inch displays in order to find one that will work. 

The yields aren't much better on the new five- and 
62-inch sets from Hitachi and Toshiba, perhaps 15% or so. 
But the manufacturers hope that as sales pick up, the 
volume will lead to higher yields and lower prices. 

These sets all fall short of the mythical flat-panel wall TV 
that has enchanted engineers for years. But a joint venture in 
Japan is expected to yield just such a set within five years. 
At least nine manufacturers are cooperating with the coun- 
try’s Ministry of International Trade and Industry to develop 
what sources describe as a one-meter-square LCD. As much 
as $400 million has gone into the project, according to sources. 

Sharp is now selling a portable LCD front-projection TV that 
can display a picture of up to 100 inches. JVC's LCD projec- 
tor is expected to reach the US later this year. Panasonic, Casio 
and Toshiba have developed LCD projection prototypes. 

Panasonic already has demonstrated the fruits of this 
research: a 40-inch rear-projection model that’s significantly 
lighter and thinner than CRT projection sets. Like Sharp's 
XV-100 projector, the Panasonic model employs three LCD 
panels and a single light source, in this case a short-arc 
halide lamp that produces an impressively bright picture. 
It’s also sharper than most LCD images. With a substantial 
pixel increase—300,000 per panel compared to about 
92,000 in Sharp's set—Panasonic claims a horizontal reso- 
lution specification of 480 lines. Panasonic has yet to an- 
nounce any firm plans to introduce the set, but Pat Griffis, 
of Panasonic's Business Engineering Center, says it will be 
out ‘‘in more than a year and less than 10.'’—Martin Levine 





Sharp's new 
LCD projector. 
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PHILIPS IDTV 
THE Most SIGNIFICANT. 
ININ@)VAVN@)N Be) ING: @@)F@)0 


Not since the introduction of color has a break- 
through in video created such a quantum leap in life-like 
picture quality. The picture definition is so superior, 
Video Review, High Fidelity and Popular Science exclaimed 
Philips IDTV “Product of the Year” And from Audio 
Video International, “Innovation of the Year” 

No wonder. Philips IDTV (Improved Definition 
Television) shows you an image that has greater accu- 
racy, better definition and less noise than any conven- 
tional television available today. 

Superior technology. Conventional television and 
monitors display 2621/2 scanning every ‘/soth of a second 
to “paint” the image on the screen. With Philips non- 
interlace technology, the scanning rate is doubled to 525 
lines. Scanning lines become virtually invisible and 
vertical resolution is improved by 40%. And Philips’ 








patented “Median Filter Algorithm” overcomes distor- 
tion typically associated with other double scan systems. 

Superior features. With Picture-In-Picture (PIP) and 
dual tuners built in, two programs can be watched 
simultaneously. PIP also allows previewing up to nine 
channels at once on the screen. “Still Picture” freezes 
images that otherwise would be missed. Our 49-button 
Philips LCD/Learn Uniremote also controls most TVs 
and any brand of VCR, cable or audio product. 

Throughout the world, Philips has long set the 
standards for audio and video performance. We con- 
tinue our leadership in digital technology with Philips 
IDTV—the highest critically acclaimed innovation in 
today’s television technology. 

To appreciate IDTV’s life-like picture quality, call 
1-800-223-7772 for your nearest Philips video specialist. 


WORLD-CLASS TECHNOLOGY. EUROPEAN EXCELLENCE. 


PHILIPS 


For additional information, cirele No. 25 on Reader Service Card. 



























































Check 
us out!!! 


or the latest reviews by 

the nation’s foremost video 

critics and reviewers, turn 
to VIDEO REVIEW every month. 


Leonard Maltin, Jeffrey Lyons, Molly 
Haskell, Roy Hemming, Clive Barnes and 


over 50 other top reviewers cover the new- 


est video releases—including the hottest 
movies, sleepers, imports, classics, music 
videos, children’s videos and more! 


PLUS, you'll find hands-on, unbiased 
product reviews and lab tests to provide 
you with the information you need when 


purchasing new equipment. Make smart 
purchasing decisions—no matter what 
you're looking for! From IDTV Monitors to 
the latest VCRs, camcorders and more, 
VIDEO REVIEW delivers the information 
you need! 


DON’T DELAY—LOOK FOR VIDEO 
REVIEW TODAY IN YOUR FAVORITE 
VIDEO STORE OR NEWSSTAND! 


RETAILERS: Call 1-800-451-7098 
for information on how you can sell 
VIDEO REVIEW in your store! 


THE #1 MAGAZINE FOR ALL VIDEO LOVERS! 


Video 





Review 


Subscribe to Video Review and save over $15 OFF the cover price 
—call 1-800-525-0643 and order a one year, 12 issues subscription today! 
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RGs and Hideo, ‘present 





‘ Once again, we’re looking for a few good home 
‘ movies. The 1990 Great Video Review Shootoff is under- 

way, and we’re hoping to bring in more (and even better) entries 
than last year. Are you up to the challenge? Entries will be judged 
by some of the toughest critics in the business, but the rewards are 


THE CATEGORIES 


ON THE ROAD: Here at VR, we're too busy to travel on the Orient 
Express or see the Pyramids, but you’re not. Send us your best 
travel/vacation tape to show us what we’re missing. We’ re eager for 
exotic locales, or original slants on traditional vacations. Last year’s 
entries took us from Cairo to Kalamazoo. 


REAL LIFE: Here’s your chance to offer up anything that falls be- 
tween 60 Minutes and Candid Camera; unscripted tapes of extraor- 
dinary people, places and things. Subjects can come from almost 
anywhere—work, play, the news, a day in the life, weddings, sports, 
you name it. 


eee ie, 
GRAND PRIZE | 


The Grand Prize winner and a guest will be flown to New York, put up in a swanky hotel, and 
participate in an awards ceremony and possible TV appearances. The winner will also receive 





some top-flight RCA video gear: 


¢The CC360 Pro Wonder S-VHS camcorder. Packed with the exciting features of RCA’s Pro 
Edit line (including a built-in character generator, video/audio dubbing, flying erase head and much 
more), this model adds the high-resolution picture of S-VHS to an already impressive package. 
¢The VR625HF VHS Hi-Fistereo VCR. Here’s a deck that’s equally at home 
time-shifting TV programs or editing home movies. It features VHS Hi-Fi, a fly- 
ing erase head, an MTS decoder for receiving stereo broadcasts and more. 
¢The F31375CP ColorTrak 2000 monitor/receiver. This 31-inch set boasts a 
high-resolution video picture and such exciting digital picture effects as freeze-frame 
and video zoom. On-screen menu controls, a multifunction universal remote, parental lockout and multiple in- 


puts are only a few of the exciting features this set also includes. 


THE GREAT VIDEO REVIEW SHOOTOFT 


worth fighting for. Besides receiving an impressive 
lineup of prizes, many of our entrants will see their 
home videos on national television. If you think your home 

movies are good enough for Hollywood, or just good for a few laughs, 
The Great Video Review Shootoff is the contest for you. 








F/X: Is your idea of a dream job a stint with Industrial Light and 
Magic? Then this category is for you. Dazzle us with sights and 
sounds we’ve never seen before. Any entry, narrative or abstract, 
that relies heavily on the use of effects, either high-tech or low, will 
qualify here. 


TALES ON TAPE: Truth may be stranger than fiction but it’s not 
as much fun. Here’s an opportunity to create your own reality on 
videotape. Fictional narrative tapes are what we’ re looking for here, 
so run free. We’re open to any genre you can think of: drama, 
romance, comedy, music video. 
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The four First Prize winners will receive 
a terrific package of home moviemaking 
accessories to help give future productions 
a more professional look: 
¢Ambico’s V-0540 tripod. A light, portable 
tripod that’s the very essence of versatility. Its 
fluid head makes panning and tilting a breeze. 
*Azden’s WMS-PRO wireless micro- 
phone system. Praised in the pages of Video 
Review, this innovative system delivers clear 
sound from distances of 250 feet or more. 


¢Recoton’s V615M color processor/en- 
hancer/distribution amp/stabilizer. 
Copies of your home video movies will look 
almost as good as your masters when you use 
the V615M to boost color, tint and detail. 
°Sima’s CamL ight 3. Light, portable and 
self-powered, this camera-mounted light 
brightens up your home tapes without the 
hassles of cords or external battery packs. 


Eight Second Prize winners will receive 


Coast Manufacturing’s Oasis video cam- 
corder bag. “‘Timeless as infinity,’ this 
durable bag will hold practically all your 
shooting gear. 


Twenty Third Prize winners will receive 
a Great Video Review Shootoff T-shirt, a 
three-pack of TDK Super VHS tape and 
Allsop’s video head, tape path and tape 
drive cleaner. An indefinite number of 
Honorable Mention winners get a T-shirt. 
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THE GREAT VIDEO REVIEW SHOOTOFF 
OFFICIAL RULES 


ENTRY 

1. Submit a videocassette of your movie in any of the following formats: VHS, VHS-C, 
S-VHS, S-VHS-C, Beta, ED Beta, 8mm. Any configuration of consumer home video 
moviemaking equipment (including separate camera/VCR combinations) is eligible. 
(We do not encourage the use of prerecorded music on video soundtracks unless you 
have the rights to such music. In the event that your tape wins, broadcast display may 
be impossible unless the rights to the music synchronization can be secured.) 


2. Only one video movie per entrant will be allowed. No entries longer than 15 minutes 
will be eligible. Shorter entries are encouraged. 


3. All cassettes must be labeled with your name, address, phone number and movie ti- 
tle. Include a check or money order for $3, payable to Video Review, as an entry fee. 
Enclose with each entry the complete official entry form (or copy it onto a plain piece 
of paper). 

4. Mail your videocassette entry, entry form and fee to: THE GREAT VIDEO 
REVIEW SHOOTOFF, VIDEO REVIEW, 902 Broadway, New York, NY 10010. 
Entries must be received by January 31, 1990. Video Review is not responsible for 
late, lost or misdirected mail. 


ELIGIBILITY 


1. Only amateur videographers may enter. All professional submissions will be dis- 
qualified. Any amateur videographer is eligible if his or her primary occupation does 
not involve shooting or producing videos. (If you earn a little extra money shooting 
weekend weddings, for example, you are still eligible.) 

2. All entries must be the work of the entrant. No material previously submitted to other 
contests or previously broadcast or publicly displayed will be eligible. Entrants are 
required to attest to compliance with these provisions. 


3. This contest is open to residents of the United States, except employees (and their 
immediate families) of Video Review, RCA Consumer Electronics Division of Thom- 
son Electronics, all prize sponsors and their affiliated companies, and advertising, 
promotion or public relations agencies. 

4. All entries become the property of Video Review. Finalists may be asked to supply 
their original source tapes, which will be returned. All other entries cannot be 
acknowledged or returned. Void where restricted or otherwise prohibited by law. All 
federal, state and local laws and regulations apply. 


1. Winners consent to the use of their names, entries, photographs or other likenesses 





(please print) 


Address 





City State Zip 








Telephone (area code) 


Title of Movie 























Category (please check) On the Road F/X 














Real Life 




















Tales on Tape 


Format 


for advertising, promotion, public relations or broadcasting on behalf of Video Review 
without further compensation to winners for such use. Winners must be available for 
advertising, promotional, public relations or broadcasting appearances. 


2. If entry is the result of a group effort, the prize(s), including travel arrangements to 
New York City for the Grand Prize winner, will be awarded to one person and a com- 
panion designated by the group. Companion of Grand Prize winner will be required 
to execute a Liability/Publicity Release. 


PRIZES/JUDGING 

1. Entries will be judged by Video Review critics on the basis of artistic and technical 
merit in four categories: On the Road, F/X, Tales on Tape and Real Life. Video 
Review will award one Grand Prize to the best overall entry (regardless of category) 
and four First Prizes, one in each of the above categories. 


2. The Grand Prize consists of round-trip coach air travel for two people to New York 
City, two nights double occupancy hotel accommodations, attendance at the prize 
ceremony, $200 spending money, an RCA F31375CP ColorTrak 2000 stereo 
monitor/receiver, RCA VR625HF Hi-Fi stereo VCR, and RCA CC360 Pro Wonder 
Super VHS camcorder. Retail value: approximately $5,000. 


3. First Prize winners will receive one set containing each of the following video ac- 
cessories: Ambico V-0540 Tripod, Azden WMS-PRO VHS wireless microphone 
system, Recoton V615M color processor/enhancer distribution amplifier/stabilizer 
and Sima CamLight 3. Retail value for each set: approximately $800. 


4. Eight Second Prize winners (awarded to the next best entries) will receive a Coast 
Manufacturing Oasis Video Camcorder Bag. Retail value: approximately $200. 


5. Twenty Third Prize winners (awarded to the next best entries) will receive one set 
containing each of the following: a ‘Great Video Review Shootoff’’ T-shirt, an Allsop 
video head, tape path and tape drive cleaner and three TDK S-VHS blank tapes. Retail 
value for each set: approximately $125. 


6. An indefinite number of Honorable Mention Prizes may be awarded by the editors 
of Video Review; winners will receive a ‘‘Great Video Review Shootoff”’ T-shirt. 


7. Judges’ decisions are final. By entering this contest, each entrant accepts and agrees 
to be bound by these rules and the decision of the judges. 


8. Winners will be notified by mail (no phone calls, please). All prizes will be awarded 
and are non-transferable. One winner per household. No cash substitutes. Taxes are 
the sole responsibility of the winners. 


WINNERS LIST 

1. Fora list of prize winners, send a stamped, self-addressed envelope by May 15, 1990, 
to THE GREAT VIDEO REVIEW SHOOTOFF WINNERS LIST, VIDEO 
REVIEW, 902 Broadway, New York, NY 10010. 





editing or post-production equipment 











other accessories 








Comments 











Equipment used; camcorder 








In connection with my videotape entry, I warrant and represent to Video Review as follows: 


1. My videotape entry is my original work; neither it nor the exercise of any right, license or privilege 
granted to Video Review hereby violates or will violate, infringes or will infringe, any literary, 
artistic, dramatic, personal, civil or property right or right of privacy or ‘‘moral right of authors”’ 
or any law or regulation or other rights whatsoever of, or slanders or libels, any person, cor- 
poration or association whatsoever. 


2. Lam nota professional videographer. 


3. Any necessary consents and releases of persons appearing in my videotape entry, or whose names, 
voices, or likenesses are used in connection with such videotape have been obtained. 


I understand and agree that if I am a prize winner in The Great Video Review Shootoff, Video 


Review shall have the non-exclusive license to use my videotape entry, alone or in conjunction 
with other entries, as a home video or on free or cable television, for publicity purposes, com- 


NUMBER ONE IN AMERICA. 








mercial gain or any other purpose whatsoever, without compensation to me (except as may be deter- 
mined by Video Review) or anyone appearing in such videotape, or whose name, voice or likeness 
is used in connection therewith. This understanding and agreement concerning a non-exclusive license 
is being relied upon by Video Review in receiving entries and awarding prizes. 


I consent to the use of my name and photographs of me as the creator-producer of my videotape 
entry in connection with any of the foregoing uses by Video Review. 


Signature = 





(If you need more space, please use an additional piece of paper. Don’t forget your $3 entry fee, 
payable to Video Review.) 
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Mic Mixing: allows you 


to add narration and music. 
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8x Zoom With 

High-Speed Shutter: 
ride: automatic 

{ exposure system. 
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SHUTTER 
AUTO IRIS ADE 


Time-Lapse: varies intervals between exposures 


for high-speed and animated videos. 


Electronic Viewfinder: doubles 
as a monitor for instant playback. 


Edit Search: lets you scan 
and precisely position tape for 


| your next recording. 


i 


| 





Rechargeable Nickel-Cadmium Battery: 


holds up to two hours’ worth of power. 








A/V Dubbing With Flying 
Erase Head: dubs new nate or 
video onto pre-recorded tapes. 












Ai on UAL 


Solid State Image Sensor 











INTRODUCING PROEDIT. 


THE WORLD'S SMALLEST VIDEO 
PRODUCTION STUDIO. 


The new, highly advanced RCA 
ProEdit™ camcorder is equipped with 
features many would consider remark- 
able in a studio, let alone a camera. 

Quite simply, it places in your 
hands the most comprehensive array 
of recording and editing capabilities 
ever assembled in one camcorder. 

These range from sophisticated 
dubbing features that allow such pro- 
fessional touches as narration and back- 
ground music,to a time-lapse function 


© 1989 Thomson Consumer Electronics, Inc. 


that lets you create animated videos. 
Of course, there’s another reason 
you end up with such professional 
video with the RCA ProEdit. It gives 
you a better picture to begin with. 
Thanks, in part, toa f lying erase 
head that eliminates the Irritating 
video distortion typical of scene transi- 
tions in conventional camcorders. 
Also included among the RCA 
camcorder's many convenient operat- 
ing features is a built-in mini-speaker 


For additional information, circle No. 19 on Reader Service Card 


that allows you to monitor your tapes 
during playback without the need for 
cords or earphones. 

All of which strongly argues for 
a visit to your RCA dealer. Where 
you'll discover the pleasures of creat- 
ing truly exceptional amateur video. 

As opposed to video thats merely 


NUMBER ONE WITH THE TOUGHEST 
CRITICS INTHE WORLD™ 


amateurish. 





Presenting the First 














Greatest Movies 

















f all the genres, comedy is certainly the one that most 
resists analysis. Talk about the mechanisms of com- 
edy and you sound like one of those pompous, pointy 
heads the Marx Brothers were always harassing. 
Discuss the whys of humor and you’ re like a nasty kid pulling 
the wings off a fly. Humor either soars or it doesn’t. The minute 
you begin tugging on its wings, you de- 
stroy it. Or put another way, the critical 
process is so fundamentally unfunny that 
it seems a sacrilege to apply it to comedy— 
which is one reason why criticism seems 
so insufficient in the face of great comic 
talents. 

Still, the great comedians and the great 
comedies are not only funny—though that 
is certainly what attracts us to them in the 
first place. Comedy is also cosmology. 
The great comic artists always use their 
humor to express a vision the way so- 
called ‘‘serious”’ artists express a dramatic 
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amg vision—and, as the gags mount up, the 
* lines accumulate, the situations com- 
plicate, we can begin to discern something 
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profound and affecting. We can begin to discern not only what 
makes the jokes funny (a realm in which analysis is irrelevant) 
but also what makes them meaningful to us. As a personal stand- 
ard of judgment, I would submit that the truly great comedies, 
the ones we can watch repeatedly and the ones that endure, are 
those that convey the most interesting and complex cosmologies. 
So what follows is not a list of the funniest comedies on video 
or even my favorite comedies; it is really a sampler of 10 movie 
comedies that I regard as the fullest and most satisfying comic 
visions now on videocassettes and discs. 


(1925) 

Any discussion of comic visions invariably begins with 
Chaplin, who almost seems to have invented the notion for the 
movies. Chaplin’s early popularity among intellectuals was even 
predicated on the fact that he wasn’t merely funny; in fact, many 
of his intellectual adherents took him to task for his more vulgar 
and ribald shenanigans. They wanted Chaplin to be sublime, 
an instrument of comic grace and beauty, and Chaplin so 
desperately wanted this kind of legitimization that he quickly 
refined his comedy to suit them, attaching himself to older comic 
traditions rather than luxuriating in the mudbath of lowbrow 
American slapstick. For many of us, Chaplin is too eager to 





demonstrate his genius, and his movies too often degenerate into 
brilliant set pieces, the main purpose of which seems to be self- 
admiration. In all his movies, the world is cruel and malign. 
But just as Charlie ‘‘redeems’’ the various objects he touches 
by transforming them through his imagination, he redeems the 
people he touches by turning on his beatitude. 

This is the very heart of Chaplin’s art, and one sees it best, 
I think, in The Gold Rush. If not his most self-reverential and 
self-pitying picture (City Lights takes those honors), it most art- 
fully and entertainingly expresses his comic vision. In The Gold 
Rush, set in the icy Alaskan mountains, Charlie waddles over 
the snowdrifts to seek his fortune, gets trapped in a cabin with 
two hungry prospectors, descends to town where he is spurned 
by a bargirl, and then finds happiness when his ingenuous but 
unmistakable goodness softens her heart. The gold rush itself 
is a perfect metaphor for Chaplin’s social vision of greed and 
indifference, and his set pieces here are among his most 
memorable: the cabin teetering on the precipice as Charlie 
and his partner race back and forth, ravenous Charlie 
imaginatively transforming his shoelaces into spaghetti, his 
“‘dancing’’ the Oceana Roll with forks and dinner rolls. The 
end is sticky and sentimental, but that is part of the bargain with 
Chaplin. (Budget, KVC and Video Yesteryear cassettes) 


(1927) 

In the ongoing and basically fatuous debate over whether 
Chaplin or Buster Keaton is the greater comedian, I come down 
on the side of Buster. There is much less sentimentality with 
Keaton and much less solipsism too. If Chaplin’s routines seem 
calculated to impress us with his brilliance, Keaton’s seem 
engineered to show us his mastery—even his mastery with the 
camera. Mastery is important to Keaton. It is his technique for 
dealing with an inhospitable world, as Chaplin’s physical grace 
and powers of mind are techniques for dealing with his. Chaplin 
transforms. Keaton escapes—and he escapes by carving off a 
piece of the universe which he feels he can control. Hence 
Keaton’s preoccupation with machinery. In The General, one 
of Keaton’s most accomplished movies, he commandeers a 
locomotive during the Civil War: a small man literally at- 
tempting to master an engine of history. (Cable Films and Video 
Dimensions cassettes) 


(1931) 

Chaplin and Keaton, along with Harold Lloyd, formed the 
triumvirate of silent-movie comedy, and each in his own way 
conformed to Walter Kerr’s conception of comic man, who 
“‘lives inside and beneath a contention of weights and pressures 
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Two early 
masters of 
movie comedy 
(above): Keaton 
in The General, 
Chaplin in The 
Gold Rush. And 
one later 
mistress (left): 
Dustin Hoffman 
in Tootsie. 
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CHRISTOPHER GUEST’S 
10-BEST LIST 

_ Christopher Guest has es- 
tablished a reputation as one 
of the funniest minds of the 
"80s; first, with his tenure on 
what some consider Saturday 
Night Live’s finest season, 
and then with his role as 
guitarist Nigel Tufnel in This 


Is Spinal Tap. More recently, 


he’s branched out into 
writing and directing with 
The Big Picture (upcoming, 
from RCA/Columbia). 

When cornered, he lists 
these as his favorite com- 
edies, inno particular order: 
THE MUSIC BOX (1932) 

“Laurel and Hardy’s The 
Music Box to me is a classic 
setup.’ (Hal Roach cassette) 
STOLEN KISSES (1968); 
MY DINNER WITH 
ANDRE (1981) 

“The things | find funniest 
are invariably in movies 
that aren't considered com- 
edies.”’ (Stolen Kisses: RCA/ 
Columbia cassette; My Din- 
nerwith Andre: Pacific Arts 
cassette, LV disc) 
ANIGHT ATTHE OPERA 
(1935) 

“There are other Marx 
Brothers movies | like, but 
this just seems to be the 
densest in the best sense.’’ 
(MGMI/UA cassette, LV disc) 
SHERLOCK, JR. (1924) 

‘Buster Keaton was the 


~ biggest influence on my child- 


hood. It’s difficult to explain 
why; there’s just something 
in his presence—the stone 
face, perhaps.’’ (Not avail- 
able; excerpts appeor in 
Buster Keaton—A Hard Act 
to Follow: HBO cassette) 
THE HEARTBREAK KID 
(1972) 

“Always has been one of 
my favorites. . .just the tone 
of it is very unusual, and | 
think Chuck Grodin is great.” 
(Media cassette, LV disc) 
ANNIE HALL (1977); 
MANHATTAN (1979); 
LOVE AND 
DEATH (1975); 

TAKE THE MONEY 
AND RUN (1969) 

“In modern comedy, 
Woody Allen makes me laugh 
more than anyone.”’ (Annie 
Hall: MGM/UA cassette, LV 
disc; Manhattan: MGM/UA 
cassette, LV disc; Love and 
Death: CBS/Fox cassette, LV 
disc; Take the Money and 
Run: CBS/Fox cassette, LV 
disc) —Steve Simels 





















































stares 


Romantic comedy nonpareil: Dunne, Grant in The 
Awful Truth, a “wonderfully subversive’’ movie. 


that may come together with a thundering clap at any moment.” 
It remained for the first great sound comedians to create that 
thunderclap themselves. Unlike the silent greats, the Marx 
Brothers aren’t seeking an accommodation with the world. They 
are looking for a way to level it. From one perspective, the 
brothers loosely represent the stages of American man: from 
Harpo the Primitive to Chico the Immigrant to Groucho the 
Sharpie. It is a telling evolution: Modern man becomes essen- 
tially a self-serving con artist. 

It has become almost obligatory to cite A Night at the Opera 
as the classic expression of the Marxian vision, but I prefer 
Monkey Business—which is far more chaotic and slapdash, but 
also, for my money, truer to the wild spirit of the Marx Brothers. 
When they are set loose on society, the Marxes are a savage 
force not because they are less avaricious, dishonest or self- 
involved than the rest of society, but because they are more so. 
The difference is that Groucho’s avarice is naked. He makes 
no pretense of being anything other than what he is, which gives 
him an advantage over his antagonists, who must always shroud 
their cupidity in something grand. The scene in Monkey Business 
in which the stowaway Marxes try bluffing their way off an 
ocean liner by impersonating Maurice Chevalier is so baldly 
ridiculous that it takes absurdism to new heights. (MCA cassette, 
LV disc) 


Social comedy 
as Capra-corn: 
Cooper, Arthur 
in Mr. Deeds 
Goes to Town 
(left). Comedy as 
chaos: Groucho, 
Chico, Harpo 
and Zeppo 

in Monkey 
Business. 












ES TO (1936) 

It is along way from the absurdism of the Marx Brothers to 
the sentiment of Frank Capra. Capra is widely regarded today 
as the Norman Rockwell of American movies, a mythologist 
who fabricated an innocent America that was virtuous and plain- 
spoken, wise and guileless. In fact, what Capra, a Sicilian im- 
migrant, did was not so much fabricate a new America as im- 
pose the imagery and ideas of his Roman Catholicism on his 
adopted land. In the sense that comedy is really triumph, and 
victory over death the ultimate triumph, Capra once called the 
Resurrection the greatest comedy. (It was an idea to which he 
would return in his 1946 masterpiece, /t’s a Wonderful Life, 
where the hero is literally resurrected.) Capra’s social comedies 
of the ’30s and early ’40s also have a distinctly Christian con- 
figuration. The hero is always a good man, buffeted and even 
tempted by evil forces. Yet he resists temptation, squarely 
challenges the evil and is figuratively killed (Mr. Deeds’ san- 
ity hearing, Mr. Smith’s trumped-up disgrace, John Doe’s un- 
masking), only to resurrect himself. Through his sacrifice, 
others will live. By binding American mythology to religious 
mythology, Capra created a powerful theology of comedy, a 
democracy of divinity that fuels some extraordinary movies and 
makes him, in my estimation, the very greatest of American 
moviemakers. The purest articulation of Capra’s vision may just 
be Mr. Deeds Goes to Town, in which Gary Cooper plays a 
small-town greeting-card poet who lives out a contemporary 
Christian drama—the divine democratized. (RCA/Columbia 
cassette) 


, { (1937) 

I must confess a special weakness for lumpy romantic 
comedies—such as Libeled Lady and Easy Living from the mid- 
*30s (neither movie is available on video, regrettably), and The 
Shop Around the Corner or The Devil and Miss Jones from the 
’40s. All are more or less small and not perfect, but they are 
thoroughly delectable nonetheless. To my mind, however, ro- 
mantic comedy achieves absolute perfection in Leo McCarey’s 
The Awful Truth, a glorious picture that has managed to remain 
somewhere on the margins of popular film history rather than 
shoulder-to-shoulder with Gone with the Wind, Casablanca and 
the major Capra pictures, where it belongs. 

It begins with Cary Grant and the incomparable Irene Dunne 
agreeing to a divorce when Dunne discovers Grant had lied 
about a business trip. The rest of the picture concerns their 
reunification, even though Dunne is quickly affianced to a rich 
yokel oilman (played by Ralph Bellamy) and Grant to a bloodless 
society dame. Both these prospective mates are truthful—that 
is, honest and faithful. They don’t promise the little deceptions 
with which Grant and Dunne have goaded one another. They’re 
squares. And that, in fact, is what makes the truth so ‘‘awful.”’ 
Yes, Grant deceives Dunne, and no, he doesn’t seem to measure 
up against the sincerity of Bellamy, but this may be the price 
one has to pay for—well, for fun. To quote Dunne, ‘“We had 
some good laughs together.’’ It’s a wonderfully subversive sug- 
gestion in a wonderfully subversive movie: The basis of 








romance is not slavish fidelity, grand passion or heartfelt in- 
tegrity. The basis of romance is laughter. Perhaps this is the 
subtext of all transcendent comedies. Laughter is the great 
unifier—the secret we all share and the protection we all don 
against the assaults, indignities and pretensions we suffer and 
the tedium we fear. (RCA/Columbia cassette, LV disc) 


Nd * (1979) 
ities diterta janies Brcoké cut his teeth on television sit- 
coms, where he learned how to plant gags. But he also brought 
sentiment to his material, which makes him an heir to the 
brilliant comic directors of the *30s, such as Capra and Leo 
McCarey. Starting Over, written by Brooks and directed by 
Alan J. Pakula, is a movie of smallish aspirations, but it is as 
perfectly tooled a modern romantic comedy as one is likely to 
find these days. Burt Reynolds is torn between the erotic blan- 
dishments of his self-centered ex-wife (Candice Bergen) and 
the homey comforts of a brightly scrubbed school marm (Jill 
Clayburgh). Here, as in his later movies such as Terms of 
Endearment and Broadcast News, Brooks assays contemporary 
America as a tussle between glamour and decency, aesthetics 
and morality. (Paramount cassette, LV disc) 


ANHAT I “ (1979) 

What i is that thud you hear? Probably the sound of movie 
critics tripping over one another as they race to genuflect at 
Woody Allen’s feet. Like Chaplin before him, Woody Allen 
became a victim of his own and others’ expectations. It wasn’t 
enough just to be funny; Allen apparently felt the need to 
legitimize his comedy by subjugating it to his comic vision, 
rather than letting his comedy carry the vision. He rapidly 
transformed himself from one of the sharpest and funniest 
moviemakers into one of the most unbearably tendentious. But 
in Manhattan, which I regard as Allen’s best, he achieves 
equipoise. As Isaac Davis, a television comedy writer, Allen 
is searching for something of value and permanence in a world 
of trivia and trash—though, unlike Chaplin, he implicates 
himself in the moral void. When Isaac asks Allen’s eternal 
question—why is life worth living?—and answers with a litany 
of small pleasures that keep us afloat in the churning seas of ef- 
fluvium, he provides a powerful justification for his art as well 
as its most poignant expression. (MGM/UA cassette, LV disc) 


SUE (1982) 


“One of the true glories of the romantic comedy is that it 
manages to reconfigure itself to meet changing romantic expec- 


Perfectly tooled ‘‘little’’ comedies: Peter Riegert, 


Burt Lancaster in Local Hero (below); Jill Clayburgh, 


Burt Reynolds in Starting Over (right). 


The laugh’s on 
New York in 
Manhattan, 
with Woody 
Allen, Mariel 
Hemingway 
(left), and on 
England in 
Fawlty Towers, . 
with John Cleese. 





tations. Tootsie, which meets feminism squarely on its own 
terms by suggesting that a feminine perspective is one of the 
bases for a satisfying relationship, is a comedy of extraordinary 
richness and complexity. Michael/Dorothy (Dustin Hoffman) 
can only become a better man by discovering the anima within 
himself. That’s one level. On another level, Tootsie uses act- 
ing as a metaphor for the psychological impediments we erect 
on the path toward our own romance. It is only when the role- 
playing evaporates, when Michael draws upon his full self, that 
he can deal honestly with himself and others. What is remarkable 
is that even though this is all obviously embroidered on a farce 
(what else can support a man in drag?), it is affecting as well 
as uproarious. (RCA/Columbia cassette, LV disc) 


LOCAL HERO (1983) 

Scotsman Bill Forsyth makes the sort of amiably oddball little 
pictures that tickle your funny bone rather than jab you in the 
ribs. Forsyth’s narrative construction, or lack of it, is itself a 
thematic statement not unlike Woody Allen’s litany of life- 
sustaining forces. Local Hero is ostensibly about an oil executive 
who ingratiates himself with the townspeople of a Scottish 
village with the intention of buying up their land for a refinery. 
But the plot, like the oil refinery, gradually bleeds out of the 
movie, leaving behind all sorts of beautifully strange and 
evocative little touches: a motorcyclist buzzing through town, 
an old hermit on the beach, an untended baby, a sky filled with 
stars. These, not the narrative constructions we impose on our 
lives, are what make it all worthwhile. (Warner cassette) 
FAWLTY TOWERS (1984) 

Television, whatever else it does, is not ordinarily a purveyor 
of great and enduring comic visions. But John Cleese’s Basil 
Fawlty, the perpetually harried proprietor of a tatty English inn, 
is an inspired exception. Fawlty is the legatee of the greatest 
silent clowns: the little man put upon by everyone and 
everything, clinging desperately to his dignity, snapping back 
at the injustice of his existence, but never quite scoring a vic- 
tory over it. Cleese, originally one of the Monty Pythons, is 
the silver ball in these pinball plots—binging and careering 
through each episode. He is a marvel. And so are the half-hour 
episodes compiled in this video series. (CBS/Fox cassettes) 

















Neal Gabler’s book An Empire of Their Own: How the Jews 
Invented Hollywood has won the Los Angeles Times Book 
Award for 1989 in the history category. He is the former co- 
host of TV’s Sneak Previews. . 
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FRAN LEBOWITZ'S 
JO-BESTILISH (0000) 
“Comedies are the hard- 
est movies to make because 
of how the movie business 
screws around with writers,” 


bestselling author of Metro- 
politan Life and 
Studies. "I told 


“doubt this requires any 
pele se y i /Fox 


“To me, that’s 
comedy of the la: 
| heard they 
lot of it, but | don’ to 
think that’s true.’’ (Nelson! 
cassette, LV disc) 
THE HEARTBREAK KIC 
( 1972) 

“Again, | think: the writ 
is terrific.’ (Media catsette, 
LV disc). 
THE PALM BEACH STORY 
(1942) 

““lt’s hard to imagine: tha 
one of my favorite comedie: 
would have Rudy Vallee ir 
it.’’ (MCA cassette, LV disc, 
SOME LIKE IT HOT (1988 
“The thing | like bes 
about it, again, is the 
writing, as opposed to the 
drag scenes.”” (MGM/U/ 
cassette, LV disc) 
THE IN-LAWS (1979) 

“love this movie. The dic 
tator who makes that littl 
face on his hand—that’s hil 
arious.’” (Warner cassette) 
SITTING PRETTY (1948] 
“Clifton Webb is terri 
fically funny in this.’’ (No 
available) 

THE IMPORTANCE OF | 
BEING EARNEST (1952 

“I think it’s the best com 
edy ever written, period, a 
a play. But it’s also quite « 
good movie.’ (topane 
cassette) 

ANNIE HALL (1977) — 
“With Annie Hall the 
are pieces of writing that a 
wonderful. But it’s a littl 
sentimental forme.” (/ 
UA cassette, LV disc) —S.S 
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BATMAN * ** 
Jack Nicholson, Michael Keaton, Kim 
Basinger, Robert Wuhl, Billy Dee 
Williams. Directed by Tim Burton. 
1989. Rated PG-13. (Warner cassette, 
126 min., Hi-Fi stereo, DS, $24.98) D 


BY ANDREW SARRIS 


I don’t have to recommend that you check 
out Batman at your nearest video store. It 
will be all I can do to get out of the way of 
the expected stampede to the counter. 

Inasmuch as Batman grossed more than 
$240 million in its theatrical release, it is 
difficult to recall all the doubts and 
misgivings published about the produc- 
tion before it opened. The numerous and 
highly articulate admirers of the Bob Kane 
comic books condemned the casting of a 
comic actor such as Keaton as Batman. At 
early screenings, the industry’s wise guys 
with the big cigars spread fear stories 
about the movie being too arty, too dark 
and too downbeat for the feel-good kiddie 
trade. So what happened? Obviously, a 
great many things. 

The media packaging of the event fully 
exploited the brilliant production design 
of Anton Furst. People were ready and 





Andrew Sarris is the movie critic of the 
New York Observer, professor of film at 
Columbia University and author of 
numerous books about the movies. 
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The Joker’s 
on him: 
Keaton takes 
flight as 

the caped 
crusader. 


eager for the sleek lines of the jet-black, 
high-tech Batmobile as it came careening 
through Gotham City. And the Halloween 
transvestism of the Batman costume ap- 
pealed to the bit of camp in all of us. More 
to the immediate point, if you loved the 
movie, you are bound to love the video- 
cassette. Mostly enclosed within an ar- 
tificial studio setting, Batman does not 
have its style cramped on a small screen. 
Director Burton has availed himself of 
both the dynamic expressionism of Fritz 
Lang’s Metropolis and the morbid futur- 
ism of Ridley Scott’s Blade Runner. 

But there are problems with this Bar- 
man. The tension slackens too often for 
the sake of uneasily satiric humor and an 
indulgence of Nicholson’s wildest flights 
of villainous fancy. Who could have ever 
imagined back in the late 30s when Bat- 
man was born graphically that the day 


ABOUT THESE REVIEWS 

To parallel the viewing environment of most home 
viewers, VR critics normally review programs in 
their homes. Unless otherwise indicated: All tapes 
are SP; all LV discs are EP. All programs are in 
color unless marked B&W. C1 indicates closed 
captions for the hearing-impaired; DS indicates 
Dolby Surround sound. 
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would come when the Joker (Nicholson) 
would get top billing over Batman himself 
(Keaton)? For a cranky old moralist like 
me, the celebration of homicidal evil on a 
mass scale is too typical of the decadent 
and depraved age in which we live. 
Nicholson’s Joker kills off dozens of 
Gothamites as part of his Felliniesque 
circus act, and Keaton’s Batman does 
not redress the moral balance by acting 
to avenge the wrongs inflicted on his 
fellow citizens. Least of all is he con- 
cerned with upholding law and order. 
What motivates him most strongly are his 
own personal furies, unleashed when his 
parents were murdered in cold blood by a 
younger Joker. 

Still, it was wise to keep Keaton’s Bat- 
man comparatively quiet and secretive 
next to Nicholson’s Crazy Eddie-style 
Joker. It was wiser still to give the movie 
a serious, grown-up gloss with Danny 
Elfman’s quasi-Wagnerian score, and 
thus win over enough of the critics to give 
a classy reputation to what is, after all, an 
adaptation of a comic book. 

Basinger is adequate as the girl, but there 
are no sparks ignited between Keaton and 
her. Yet ’80s women can put up with 
Keaton’s Batman because he is more 
nervously vulnerable than confidently 
macho. As for the background songs of 
Prince, they serve mainly to augment the 
nervy impudence of Nicholson, who re- 
mains our favorite satanic hellraiser. 

All in all, you could do a lot worse than 
this Batman—even though you could cer- 
tainly do a lot better, too. 


WHEN HARRY MET 
SALLY...*k*** 

Billy Crystal, Meg Ryan, Carrie Fisher, 
Bruno Kirby. Directed by Rob Reiner. 
1989. Rated R. (Nelson cassette, 96 
min., Hi-Fi stereo, DS, $89.98) 


BY LEONARD MALTIN 


It’s no secret that When Harry Met Sal- 
ly... turned out to be one of the major 
moviegoing treats of the year in its recent 
theatrical release. But a movie that 
depends as much as this one does on 





A new, updated edition of Leonard 
Maltin’s bestselling TV Movies & Video 
Guide has just been published. 
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Some enchanted meeting: Ryan, Crystal. 


repartee could conceivably wear thin on 
second viewing. It could even wear out. 
So I’m happy to report that the minute I 
started watching When Harry Met Sally... 
on cassette, I found myself laughing all 
over again—at the same lines and situa- 
tions I enjoyed on a theater screen. 

That’s not just because Nora Ephron 
wrote a good script and Rob Reiner 
directed it so well. It isn’t just that Billy 
Crystal embellished the dialogue so in- 
geniously (in a tailor-made role). Or that 
Meg Ryan is so appealing. It’s because the 
jokes in this picture are based on a reality 
that many of us can relate to. 

Harry and Sally first meet in 1977, as 
strangers who are sharing a ride from 
Chicago to New York. Their paths cross 
again a number of times during the next 12 
years, but it isn’t until the climactic por- 
tion of the movie that they realize they’re 
in love with each other. In a world where 
relationships have become strained, over- 
analyzed and difficult to maintain, it’s 
easier than ever to accept this premise, 
even though it remains here a movie 
contrivance. 

The chemistry between Crystal and 
Ryan is perfect, and they get first-rate 
support from Kirby and Fisher as their 
best friends. These secondary characters 
could have been played as caricatures, but 
instead they’re made both real and likable 
by actors who aren’t exactly typecast for 
their warmth. It’s just one of the movie’s 
many surprises. 

Reiner’s romanticized view of Manhat- 
tan rivals Woody Allen’s, and his use of 
vintage popular music (much of it played 
and sung by Harry Connick Jr.) makes the 
comparison to Allen even stronger. But 
calling this movie Allen-ish is merely a 
form of shorthand, not an indication of a 
rip-off. When Harry Met Sally... is a wit- 
ty, engaging, thoroughly entertaining pic- 
ture about relationships. If that’s being 
imitative, then I could stand a lot more 
movies just like it. 





WOMEN ON THE VERGE 
OF A NERVOUS 
BREAKDOWN «xx 

Carmen Maura, Antonio Banderas, 
Julieta Serrano, Rossy de Palma, Kiti 
Manver. 1989. Rated R. Directed by 
Pedro Almodovar. (Orion cassette, 
88 min., Hi-Fi mono, $79.98) 


BY ANDREW SARRIS 


This was the opening night selection for 
the 1988 New York Film Festival, and it 
is generally considered to be one of the 
Spanish director’s more ‘‘accessible’’ 
movies for mainstream international au- 
diences. Almodovar himself has general- 
ly verged on the utterly outrageous in the 
realm of sexual role-playing on the 
screen. Part of his critical cachet is based 
on the notion that his brand of camp farce 
could not have been made in the days of 
Franco’s Spain. 

On the surface, this English-subtitled 
version of Women on the Verge of a Ner- 
vous Breakdown seems to strut about with 
a flippantly feminist slant as it covers 
some 48 hours of the adventures and 
misadventures of a Spanish soap opera 
queen in the process of being jilted by her 
married lover. Maura and Banderas do 
not try for any poignancy or depth of feel- 
ing as the harried ex-lovers, but they don’t 
play their parts for belly laughs either. 
Like everyone else in the cast, they are 
energetic enough to keep things moving, 
but too sophisticated to indulge in the old 
Lupe Velez ‘‘Mexican Spitfire’ type of 
screeching and screaming. 

There are no hidden thematic depths, 
but there is a stylistic subtext in Almo- 
dovar’s brightly colored and kinetic mise 
en scene that links him historically to such 
masters of the ironically overwrought 





Woman on the Verge of the unexpected. 


domestic melodrama as the late Rainer 
Werner Fassbinder and Douglas Sirk. For 
this reason, I am compelled to express a 
very strong reservation about the video 
transfer of this widescreen movie into the 





more traditional dimensions of a fully 
utilized television screen. The opening 
and closing credit titles are letterboxed so 
that all the names can be squeezed in, but 
then the movie itself is squared off and 
panned and scanned for the rest of its run- 
ning time. I realize only a minority seems 
to care about this issue, and that there is 
really no perfect technical solution to the 
problem (particularly when moviemakers 
keep working in Panavision and other 
widescreen processes knowing that they 
will lose a portion of their image for more 
than half of their eventual viewers). There 
is no plot loss in the video transfer, of 
course. But much of the rollicking styliza- 
tion of the endlessly lateral explorations 
of all the campy bric-a-brac of contem- 
porary Madrid is squeezed out of the spirit 
of the movie. 

An interesting sidelight for movie buffs 
is the movie within the movie, as the focus 
of a dubbing job Maura and Banderas take 
on as part of the plot. It is Nicholas Ray’s 
deliriously perverse Johnny Guitar with 
Joan Crawford and Sterling Hayden. In 
another life, Almodovar would probably 
have been directing Crawford in women’s 
weepies with all the emotional conviction 
he could summon for this campy task! 

This is a movie meant primarily for 
connoisseurs of visual style, but it is also 
a pleasant and ultimately painless enter- 
tainment for the rest. 


| 
THE MIGHTY QUINN x xx 


Denzel Washington, Robert Townsend. 
Directed by Carl Schenkel. 1989. Rated 
R. (CBS/Fox cassette, 98 min., Hi-Fi 
stereo, $89.98) 


BY ROBERT DIMATTEO 


A little local color goes a long way in a 
movie, especially when that movie is a 
thriller with a plot full of holes; the pic- 
turesque details plug up the holes. So it is 
with this modestly entertaining, tropical 
whodunit. Shot in Jamaica, with that 
island posing as an unnamed Caribbean 
country, the movie has its share of pulp 
predictabilities (presumably adapted from 
A.H.Z. Carr’s novel). But it is carried 
along on an audio-visual swirl of irides- 
cent clothes, balmy beachscapes and 
funky music pouring out of smoke-filled 
reggae clubs. 

Casting off the noble, eloquent air that 
he assumed so memorably in Cry Free- 
dom, Washington here tries his hand at the 
sort of action hero/leading-man part that 
usually goes to pumped-up white stars. 
Good actor that he is, Washington brings 
a touch of thoughtfulness to the pro- 
ceedings. He plays Quinn, a likable local 
who has forsaken his loose-living, piano- 
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playing days to become a somewhat stiff 
and upright police chief. When his child- 
hood friend (Townsend, sporting dread- 
locks) is suspected of murdering a wealthy 
white businessman, Quinn is drawn into 
the case. Before he’s done, he has un- 
covered an elaborate scheme that involves 
some very highly placed officials in 
Washington. 

But the plot is the least of it. Swiss 
director Schenkel knows enough to let his 
cameras linger on a choice musical num- 
ber—the Bob Dylan-penned title song, 
sung in a trio by Sheryl Lee Ralph (play- 
ing Quinn’s estranged wife) and two of 
Bob Marley’s daughters; or Quinn 
rediscovering the musician in himself 
while plunking out ‘‘Cakewalk into 
Town’’ at the keyboard. And Schenkel 
knows a juicy character when he has 
her—Esther Rolle’s imperious turn as a 
local witch, a wheelchair-bound mama 
done up in a turban, with yellow feathers 
festooning her brightly colored caftan. 
Smoking a corncob pipe and chanting im- 
precations, Rolle is a voodoo vision that 
can make a viewer grin. Add Townsend’s 
lively version of a Rasta-style reprobate, 
and you’ ve got enough reasons to give this 
flavorful little thriller visitation rights in 
your home. 


WEEKEND AT 

BERNIE’S x x * 

Andrew McCarthy, Jonathan Silverman, 
Terry Kiser. Directed by Ted Kotcheff. 
1989. Rated PG-13. (IVE cassette, 101 
min., Hi-Fi stereo, $89.95) 


B Y ED HULSE 


You know the kind of embarrassed 
laughter that sometimes erupts when 
someone walks into a door? We really 
shouldn’t laugh because the person might 
be hurt, but we just can’t help it. That syn- 
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Mighty Quinn’s Townsend: out on a limb with island intrigue. 
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drome is amplified by this movie’s 
hysterically tasteless gags and situations. 
Weekend at Bernie’s was a surprising suc- 
cess in theaters this summer and I suspect 
itll be equally popular on video. 

Junior accountants Larry (McCarthy) 
and Richie (Silverman) uncover evidence 
of massive embezzlement at their com- 
pany and immediately inform their boss, 
Bernie (Kiser). They don’t know that he’s 
engineered the pilfering to pay off some 
shady ‘‘business partners.’’ Bernie in- 
vites the guys to spend a weekend at his 
lavish beach house where, presumably, 
they can be dealt with. Instead, a hit man 
is dispatched to silence Bernie because his 
co-conspirators feel he’s become a liabili- 
ty. Larry and Richie arrive to find their 
host dead and, fearful that they'll be 
implicated in his murder, attempt to 
conceal Bernie’s demise from the 


Silverman, McCarthy: mortis riggers. 


seemingly endless parade of party guests 
who wander in and out of the beach house 
at all hours. 

As scripted by Robert Klane, this ex- 
position takes up almost half the movie. 
When things finally get moving, Weekend 
delivers a nonstop cornucopia of blackly 
comic gags, visual and verbal, that 
revolve around the indecorous treatment 
of Bernie’s corpse. Labeling these gags 
crude or sophomoric is woefully inade- 
quate; Weekend actually may be the zenith 









(or nadir, depending on your point of 
view) of the school of irreverent comedy 
exemplified by the early National Lam- 
poon and the raunchiest Saturday Night 
Live sketches. 

Make no mistake, Weekend is definitely 
a no-brainer. Even if you like it, you’ll 
probably be ashamed to admit it. But don’t 
let that stop you from renting it. 


THE DRESSMAKER x * * 
Joan Plowright, Billie Whitelaw, Peter 
Postlethwaite, Jane Horrocks. Directed 
by Jim O’Brien. 1989. Not rated. 
(Capitol cassette, 92 min., Hi-Fi mono, 
$79.95) 


BY JOANNA LANGFIELD 


Chances are you’ve not heard of this 
one, since it played in US theaters only in 
limited release. But it’s a stunner. 

Set in Liverpool in 1944, this story of 
three women begins as a deceptively sim- 
ple and touching tale. Two sisters (one a 
seamstress, the other a widowed factory 
worker) take in their brother’s teen-age 
daughter when her mother dies. The 
never-married dressmaker is content to 
live a strait-laced, intensely moral life, 
but her sister, remembering the passion 
that had once been a part of her life, is 
aching for more. And the young girl, 
blossoming in the insecurity of her first 
love affair with an American soldier, is 
caught in the tension between her two 
aunts. Just as it looks as if this could be 
nothing more than a lovely coming of age 
tale, the story twists and becomes surpris- 
ingly disturbing and hauntingly powerful. 

Plowright (Olivier’s widow) stars and 
once again gives a strong and memorable 
performance. Whitelaw, too, is very fine 
and Horrocks, as the melancholy teen, is a 
knockout. The story itself is special, and the 
production even more so—celebrating three 
top-notch actresses playing unforgettable 
women. (Capitol Video is at 4818 Yuma 
St. N.W., Washington, DC 20016.) 


A NIGHTMARE 

ON ELM STREET 5: 

THE DREAM CHILD x x 
Robert Englund, Lisa Wilcox, Kelly Jo 
Minter, Danny Hassel. Directed by 
Stephen Hopkins. 1989. Rated R. 
(Media cassette, 90 min., Hi-Fi stereo, 
DS, $89.95) 


BY ANDREW SARRIS 


The Nightmare on Elm Street series has 
endured somewhat better than other 
slasher serials, such as Halloween, Fri- 
day the 13th or The Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre, partly because the subject of 
dreams allows greater imagination in the 
mise en scene. Also, dreams are a 
frighteningly psychic force that we can 














Prices valid until January 31 
TO ORDER IN NY & OUT-OF-STATE CALL TOLL FREE 
OUT OF 


1-800-535-ABES == 


sean For Customer Service Shipping 
oe [VISA _| | © ) 
ue ee 


Dept. Call 10:30AM-6:00PM 
CANON . F 
Ask about our Overnight Delivery! 


1-718-645-1878 
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE ,NO TAX 


SATISFACTION, LOW PRICES & EXCELLENT SERVICE GUARANTEED! 


SON a if tes ceDVH 
CCDV-9 


OPEN SUNDAY! 
10:00 AM - 7:00 PM 


OPEN: Mon.-Thurs. 9:30AM-8:00PM 
Fri, 9:30AM-4:00PM Sun. 10AM-8PM 
CLOSED SATURDAY 


FAX# (FOR ORDERS ONLY) 
1-718-645-8801 
FOR INFORMATION CALL: 
1-718-645-0900 


NO RESTOCKING [ous 
FEES ON RETURNS! 


839.99 
889.99 
679.99 
669.99 

. 699.99 
1189.99 
1069.99 
599.99 
CALL! 


NO TAX 
WHEN 
SHIPPED 


©“ ABE’S 


CAMERAS AND OE MA AINE coo. 


ELECTRONICS 
1957-61 CONEY ISLAND AVE.. BROOKLYN, NY 11223 


NO SURCHARGE 
ON CREDIT CARDS 


Panasonic 


CCD-F40 
CCDF-45 





\V-2900 
PV-2912.... 
PV-4800 
PV-4860 
PV-4862 . 
PV-4864 
PV-4880 
PV-4900 
PV-4920 
PV-4924 
PV-4926.... 
PV-4930. . 
PV-4960 
PV-4970 . 
879.99 PV-4980 
1249.99 PV-4990.. 


3 H E-80 

/ A-1 Hi 8 E-440 

H-460 

F-1000S 

NEW! E-640 . 999.99 

NEW H-660. 1119.99 

We carry all CANON 
Accessories & 
CANON VIDEOS! 

CALL for Low Prices! 


SETOF C7 >—~Ge 
3HIGH 
QUALITY FILTERS 


CONSISTS OF: # UV Protective Filter 


¢ FLD Indoor Filter $7995 


ND Outdoor Filter 


SPECIAL: 
STURDY QUICK RELEASES &QQg 


WHEN PURCHASED 
VIDEO TRIPOD 


. 199.99 
~ 204.99 
229,99 
349.99 
_ 379.99 
509.99 
724, 
23909 | NEW! TR 
20999 |. mos 
279.99 
"349.99 
© 38999 | nih ree [| om 
619.99 MM EV-$800 
1199.99 
o 


$61999 


PV-400 579.99 
PV-425 699.99 
PV-430 949.99 
PV-460 839.99 
PV-500 619.99 
PV-530 969.99 
PV-350 999,99 
Pv-440 


VHS SLV-P30HF 
VHS SLV-50 
VHS SLV-70 HF 
VHS LSV-555 HF 
VHS SLV-757 


949.99 
CALL! 
1099.99 
1329.99 
1579.99 
1449.99 
1129.99 
779.99 
599.99 


PVS-445 
PVS-535 
PVS-540 
PVS-550 
PVS-565 
PVS-575 
PVS-160 
PVS-150 
PV-120 

AG-170 

AG-450 


-3 


BETA SL-HF-360 
BETA SL-HF 860D 


giSo 


8MM EV-S900 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED WITHIN 


SELLE 


MAGNAVOX 
CVK 332 CAMCORDER 


© 8:1 Zoom * 3 Lux w/Light 


$76999_ 


VIDEONICS * 
DirectED Plus 
VIDEO EDITOR : 


Make Professional 

Looking Movies with Titles, Graphics & a 
Special Effects! EDIT: Arrange your favorite 
scenes in any order. TITLE: Built-in 
character generator internal graphics (12 
stype styles and 64 colors) SPECIAL 
EFFECTS: 17 Types of fades or wipes 


LIBRARY: Index $49999 


ALL CAMCORDERS 
COMPLETE wi20 PC. OUTFIT 
¢ BATTERY CHARGER 
¢ ADAPTOR © CORDS 
¢ CABLES ¢ TAPE © STRAP 

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 


FREE TRIPOD 


w/ievery Camcorder Purchased! 


WE CARRY LARGE 
INVENTORY OF 


MODEL OF: 
¢ RCA e MAGNAVOX 
¢ RICOH * KYOCERA 
¢ GENERAL ELECTRIC 
¢ CHINON ¢ SHARP 
¢ NIKON * MINOLTA 


¢ OLYMPUS 
C. rders, VCR: 
Pyrected me : CALL! 
BONUS: set of wide 

Angle & Telephot CAMCORDER BAGS! 
lone os i a $69 PLEASE 


MiMmecuocmetcrc-mm CALL! 


KK KKK HK KKK KKK KK KK KK 


§ WE CARRY 
EVERY JVC 
VIDEO & 
CAMCORDER 


LOW 
PRICES! 


ve 


w/CAMCORDER 


scenes for future use 
WIRELESS REMOTE 


* 


Keke kkk KKK keke keke KK Kk kK a KK 


aS 


EOS 650 Body 
EOS 620 Body 
NEW! EOS 850 
NEW! EOS 750 
NEW! E0S 750 0D 
50mm 1.8 EF 
35-70 35 EF 

28-70 3.5 EF 

35-105 3.5 EF 
70-210 14.0 EF 
100-300mm £5.6 EF 
300 EZ Flash 

420 EZ Flash 
Quartz Data Back E 
Wide Strap EOS Name 
Canon 1-50 

Canon T-90 


8-200 3.5 Maxx 
0-210 F:'4.0Maxx 
Above in Contax 


NEW! EOS 630 Body “sa $349.99 


249.99 
319.99 
199.99 
229.99 


|__ VIVITAR LENSES 


70-210 2.8 SER 1 $109.99 =—— S7x-28.200 35 $119.99 


° 


199.99 
99.99 
Mount 


waSLRs 
aa 


= 


Nikon 4004 

NEW! Nikon 4004S 

Nikon 8008 Body 

Nikon FM-2 

Nikon SB-20 

Nikon SB-22 

NIKON A.F LENSES 

50mm F1.8 Auto Focus 

50mm F1.4 Auto Focus 

24mm F2.8 Auto Focus 

28mm F:2.8 Auto Focus ; 
28.85mm F:3.5-4.5 Auto Focus 239.99 
35-70 F.3.3-4 5 Auto Focus 109.99 
35-105 F'35-4.5 Auto Focus 239.99 
35-135mm F:3.5-4.5 Auto Focus249.99 
70-210mm F:40 Auto Focus. 159.99 
Camera Cases for Nikon 19.99 


For Other Nikon Products CALL! 


SIGMA LENSES 
28-200 4.0 
75-300 45 


SZX-60-300 4.0 
SZX-70-210 4.0 

$2X-28-70 2.8 

500 8.0 Mirror . 
SZX 28-105 F:4.0 109.99 ; 
ATX-28-85 F:3.5-4.589.99 
SMZ-100-300 F:5.6 89.99 
28mm F:2.8 29.99 = ie 
Above in Contax Mount 


“Above in Contax Mount 


INSLIASLRs 


FREE Electronic Flash 
with each Camera Purchased! 


MINOLTA MAXXUM 
7 ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT 
Maxxum 7000 Body $259.99 
Maxxum 9000 Body. 389.99 
NEW Maxxum 7000i 
NEW Maxxum 30001 
NEW Maxxum 50001 
Maxxum 50mm 1.7 
Maxxum 24mm 2.8 
Maxxum 28mm 2.8 
Maxxum 135mm f2.8 
Maxxum 70-210mm {4.0 
Maxxum 80-200mm f4.0-5.6 
Maxxum 100-300 f4.5-56 
Maxxum 100-200 4.5 
Maxxum 35-70mm 4.0 
Maxxum 28-85mm f3.5-4.5 
Maxxum 35-105mm 3.5-4.5 
Maxxum 1800 AF Flash 
Maxxum 2800 AF Flash 
Maxxum 4000 AF Flash 
Maxxum 3200i Flash 
Maxxum DataBack 
Minolta X-700 Body 
Minolta X-370 Body 
Camera Cases for Minolta 


.99 
We carry Most Minolta Products! 


$109.99 


54.99 8 
544 Bracket Flash 129.99 
555 Bracket Flash 149.99 
Complete Lineof Sunpak 
Accessories IN STOCK! 


MANUAL FOCUS 


PENTAX 


Free Electronic Flash w/each 
Camera Purchased 


$319.99 
5269.99 
Tutcrous $349.99 


Pentax 50mm $ 
1,7 Lens AF 
Pentax 28mm f2.8 AF 
Pentax 50mm 1.4 AF 
Pentax 28-80mm AF 
Pentax 35-70mm £3.5-4.5 AF 
Pentax 70-210mm AF 
Pentax AF 240 FT Flash 
Pentax AF 400 FTZ Flash 


P3 
K-1000 


NEW! 

Pentax SF-1N 

Pentax SF-1 Auto 
Focus Body 


k 164.99 
89.99 129.99 
For 1.7 lens instead of 2.0 add $25 
Camera cases for Pentax $19.99 
Case to fit camera & zoom 29.99 
Wide strap w/Pentax name 9.99 
2XconverterforPentax 29.99 
Adaptor (Converts Screw 

Lenses to Pentax Mt.) 
Power winder for Pentax 


19.99 
29.99 
Pentax 280T flash 69.99 
For Other Pentax Products CALL! 


SUNPAK FLASHES 


WITH MODULES 


3500 w/module 
3700 w/module 
5200 w/module 


Quantum 
Batteries 


For additional information, circle No. 121 on Reader Service Card. 


AUTO FOCUS CAMERAS |by 


CANON 


Snappy S 
Sure Shot I! 


Joy 

Sure Shot Supreme 
NEW! Sure Shot EZ 
Sprint 
ri Ned) 
Multi Tele bs d 
Sure Shot Tele = 
Sure Shot Zoom 

NEW! Sure Shot XL Zoom 

XAP Shot LL! 
Quartz Date Models. AVAILABLE! 


NIKON 

L-35 AF One Touch 
One Touch 100 
One Touch (Macro) 
Fun Touch 

Action Touch 
Tele-Touch 
Tele-Touch Deluxe 
Tele-Touch 300 
Zoom Touch 500 


*, 149.99 
169.99 
129.99 
209.99 


v« 


D.C. VIDEO 


LIGHT 


1$3999 


AC/DC Compact 


$34.99 
44,99 


49.99 Video Light 


CALL! 


COMPANY POLICY: These are phone and mail order prices only. Prices are not valid in the retail showroom. If you wish to drive to the store. please call ahead to check the in-store price and reserve 
American Express. Diners Club, Canon. Discover or Carte Blanche. C.0.D. orders welcomed or mail in money order or certified check. For personal checks. please allow at least 4 weeks from the date 
charges. All merchandise is brand new. Exchange or refund (less shipping) within 7 days only if returned in original mint condition with carton packing and papers and unfilled blank warranty cards 


limit quantities. Not responsible for tyoographical errors. These prices valid until January 31 Some items carry international warranty. USA warranteed items are usually additional in cost 


MINOLTA 
Freedom 100 
Freedom 200 
Freedom Ill 
Freedom Dual 
Freedom Tele 
Freedom 90 


OLYMPUS 

Infinity Jr 

Infinity 

Infinity Twin 

Quick Shooter Tele 
Quick Shooter Zoom _@. 
Super Zoom 300 


FUJI 
DL-400 
Discovery 500 
Discovery 800 


CHINON 
3001 
5001 Zoom 


PENTAX 
1.Q. Zoom 60 
1.0. Zoom 70 169.99 


RICOH CALL! 


_ PROFESSIONAL 
ULTRA 
COMPACT 


SUPER LIGHT 
w/ Charger & 


wd 
159.99 
209.99 
219.99 


CALL! 
CALL 


$139.99 


m you plan to purchase. To order use MasterCard. Visa 
posit your check. Call toll-free for shipping and handling 
O EXCEPTIONS. Quantities limited We reserve the right to 


RMR MM MH HH HH 






































Dream date: Freddy turns five. 





neither control nor escape in so-called 
‘‘real life.’’ We all dream—and much of 
the time we are afflicted with nightmares. 
There is, however, a downside as well. 
Since movies themselves are a form of 
dreaming, there is an_ increasingly 
tiresome duplication inherent in dreams 
within dreams. 


For reasons best known to teenage 
screamers, Englund’s Freddy the slasher 
has become something of~a folk hero. 
Neither the actor nor the character hap- 
pens to be my particular cup of gore, and 
in his latest manifestation in A Nightmare 
on Elm Street 5 his mythic status seems 
more inexplicable than ever. This taste for 
indestructible monsters comes very close 
to devil worship among the young. Evil 
can never be overcome, Freddy seems to 
say, so sit back and enjoy it. 

Ominously, Freddy stalks a pregnant 
young girl (Wilcox), whose boyfriend 
Freddy has dispatched to the hereafter. It 
seems he wants an heir to carry on his 
bloody work. The special-effects people 
have a field day pulling gooey substances 
out of blood-soaked wombs so as to satisfy 
the grossest appetites. But there is not all 
that much violence in a movie that seems 
preoccupied with the topical issues being 
debated nationwide by the pro-choice and 
pro-life forces. Fetal life is again becom- 
ing a gimmicky movie convention to play 
on the universal fears of pregnancy that 
accounted for so much of the popular suc- 
cess of Rosemary’s Baby a couple of 
decades ago. 

Ultimately, however, Freddy bounces 


SLEEPER OF THE MONTH 


MIRACLE MILE & & &- 
Anthony Edwards, Mare Winningham, 
Denise Crosby. Directed by Steve de 
Jarnatt, 1989. Rated R. (HBO 
cassette, 87 min., Hi-Fi stereo, 
$89.99) 0] 


BY STEVE SIMELS 


Miracle Mile is a nervy, audacious 
little movie, at once a nail-bitingly ef- 
fective thriller and the best black com- 
edy about impending nuclear doom 
since Dr. Strangelove. That last, of 
course, may explain why it died in thea- 
ters. Apparently, late °80s audiences 
like their Bomb movies unambiguously 
post-nuke apocalypse. But now that the 
Evil Empire is a has-been and former 
Cold War adversaries are pursuing 
disarmament, it wouldn’t surprise me if 
Miracle Mile gets a commercial second 
chance in its video incarnation. It cer- 
tainly deserves it. 

The premise here is simple and ef- 
fectively creepy: Average guy Edwards 
discovers that World War III has begun 





(though the government is saying 


nothing) and that he has an hour to get 
out of town before the missiles hit. 
His resulting odyssey through Los 
Angeles, as staged by writer-director de 
Jarnatt (and cinematographer Theo Van 
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de Sande, who gives the city a haunt- 
ingly desolate sci-fi quality) has some- 
thing of the tone and look of Martin 
Scorsese’s After Hours, but with the 
deadpan nightmare quotient upped 
considerably. 

De Jarnatt, who previously gave us 
the misfire Cherry 2000, is almost total- 
ly in command of his material here. The 


_ picture unwinds as a calculated mixture 


of realism and stylization—a neon-lit, 
smog-bound homage to Hitchcock and 
Hieronymus Bosch that’s only a slight 
exaggeration of every anti-LA joke 
you’ve ever heard. Visually, some of 


Edwards: end 


we : 


of the road in LA. 





back too often from seeming obliteration 
to remain a credible menace. He seems to 
be able to do anything in or out of 
dreamland, including slashing the life out 
of a comic strip character—shades of the 
toons in Roger Rabbit. His powers have 
expanded since Wes Craven’s original 
Nightmare a few years back. Now Freddy 
is on a par with Lucifer himself in 
challenging everything sacred and 
holy with his lowbrow, hillbilly-accented 
wisecracks. 

There is still a lot of ambition in the 
series, but less and less real tension. The 
idea of a spunky heroine as a product of 
the woman’s movement is losing its 
‘“‘relevance’’ to today’s world. Young 
women should have something better to 
do than confront indestructible monsters. 

Media is releasing Nightmare 5 in both 
an R-rated and unrated version. I’ve only 
seen the former, but have been informed 
that the unrated version includes extended 
versions of scenes (about an additional 
minute’s worth) that were considered too 
gory to qualify the movie for an R rating in 
its theatrical release. One shows Freddy 
feeding an anorexic girl to death; the other 
involves a motorcyclist being transformed 
into the machine itself. 


this is close to breathtaking—a shot of 


ICBMs over the downtown skyline, for 
example. Even more impressive is the 
sure hand de Jarnatt demonstrates with 
his actors. Crosby, for instance, is 
perfect as a yuppie lawyer so driven that 
she speed-reads the Cliffs Notes to 
Gravity’s Rainbow. De Jarnatt even 
coaxes an affecting performance out of 
aging B-horror veteran John Agar, an 
accomplishment I would have thought 
beyond the pale. 

Miracle Mile is not perfect. The 
romance between Edwards and Win- 
ningham is undermotivated, the political 
issues (a US preemptive first strike) get 
short shrift, and occasionally the scenes 
of urban chaos reveal the limitations of 
the modest budget. Still, despite an end- 
ing that may strike some as unsatisfying, 
Miracle Mile registers as a virtuoso per- 
formance by a young director who clear- 
ly bears watching. In an era when most 
of his genre contemporaries aspire to 
nothing more than pointless Steadicam 
exercises, he’s made a resolutely enter- 
taining picture that actually has 
something on its mind. Meanwhile, 
HBO’s tape transfer looks like a million 
bucks, and the Hi-Fi soundtrack lets you 
hear every nuance of Tangerine Dream’s 


. moody electronic music score. 


Steve Simels also writes for Stereo 
Review and Rolling Stone. 
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LA LECTRICE * * 
Miou-Miou, Christian Ruche, Regis 
Royer, Maria Casares, Patrick 
Chesnais. Directed by Michel Deville. 
1989. Rated R. (Orion cassette, 98 min., 
Hi-Fi stereo, in French with English 
subtitles, $79.98) 


BY CLIVE BARNES 


When the French are pretentious 
(culturally, that is), their pretensions are 
so often overlaid with a patina of literary 
awareness—even a simple sense of 
language—that such pretensions take on a 
life and validity of their own. Such may be 
the case with Deville’s gently absurdist 
movie La Lectrice (The Reader). 

The heroine Constance (played by 
Miou-Miou, a _ sweetly naive blond 
soubrette with deep eyes of mystery) likes 
to read to her lover in bed. When we meet 
her, she is reading from a novel by Ray- 
mond Jean, who, not so incidentally, 
wrote the original novel and stories upon 
which the screenplay is based. 

The story she reads concerns Marie, a 
young lady who places an advertisement 
in the local newspaper and hires herself 
out as a professional reader in the quite 
delightful (and we see many of its 
delights) French town of Arles. Because 
this is (of course, what but?) a movie 
within a movie, Constance becomes 
Marie, playing out the largely amatory 
adventures that Marie encounters while 
pursuing the joys of reading aloud. 

Her clientele includes a young 
paraplegic boy who likes Baudelaire and 
the sight of her bare knees; an immensely 
old general’s widow who admires Karl 
Marx and searches for revolution; her 
maid, who has trouble with spider bites on 
her thigh; a businessman who needs sex 
therapy more than remedial reading; and a 
retired judge who enjoys special passages 
from the Marquis de Sade. 

Unfortunately, the movie has style 
where its heart should be. It wanders 
along the byways of literature with rather 
more words than images. I missed the 





Clive Barnes is a critic for the New York 
Post and a former London Times critic. 
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La Lectrice’s 
Miou-Miou: 
playing peek-a- 
boo with lovers 
of literature. 


theatrical 


movie’s presentation, but 
would guess that on video it gains in that 
evocation of voyeuristic intimacy that 
seems the movie’s prime asset. This is not 
a movie for everyone, but anyone 
fascinated by books and reading may find 
it an offbeat evening’s rental. 


LOCK UP kx * 

Sylvester Stallone, Donald Sutherland, 
Darlanne Fluegel, Sonny Landham, 
John Amos. Directed by John Flynn. 
1989. (IVE cassette, 115 min., 

Hi-Fi stereo, $89.95) 


B Y DOUG BROD 


Lock Up, a nice change of pace for star 
Stallone, adds absolutely nothing new to 
the venerable genre of the prison movie. 
That said, it’s still an efficient, effective 
entertainment. 

Asa model prisoner who’s the object of 
revenge by a warden with a grudge, 
Stallone is subject to a veritable compen- 
dium of big-house cliches: brutal assaults 
by despicable guards; a roach race; a 
mud-covered, full-contact football game; 
the threats of the cellblock bully (played 
perfectly by the truly frightening Land- 
ham); and corny introductions (‘‘This is 
Hell. I’m going to give you the guided 
tour’’). It’s all capped with an extremely 
satisfying ending that has Stallone per- 


Stallone: set up in Lock Up. 








forming some inventive table-turning on 
his nemesis: a reptilian Sutherland, who 
vacillates between intense viciousness and 
camp, and is a lot of fun to watch. The rest 
of the cast (made up largely of unknowns) 
is also memorable, quite a feat in what is 
essentially a star vehicle. 

Stallone himself does a creditable job as 
the set-up con. He’s both authoritative and 
charismatic—you can see why he be- 
comes the de facto leader of a prison 
clique. Stallone’s enunciation of his lines 
may often be quite a bit off, but he seems 
not to care, which adds a certain im- 
mediateness and—dare I say—gritty real- 
ism to this decidedly macho fantasy. With 
this picture, director Flynn (who also 
helmed the excellent Best Seller and the 
underrated Rolling Thunder) joins Walter 
Hill and John McTiernan in the pantheon 
of contemporary action directors. 


RENEGADES x * 

Keifer Sutherland, Lou Diamond 
Phillips, Jami Gertz. Directed by Jack 
Sholder. 1989. Rated R. (MCA cassette, 
105 min., Hi-Fi stereo, $89.95)Q) 


BY JOANNA LANGFIELD 


This high-concept spinoff of Young 
Guns should fare better at video stores 
than it did at moviehouses. The kids to 
whom this movie is directed didn’t line up 
at theaters, but they’ll probably enjoy 
renting it for an evening or two. 

Director Sholder told me that, after 
Young Guns, Phillips and Sutherland had 
wanted to work together again. So this 
project was formed around them. That 
spirit of casual goodwill seems peculiar 
for an odd-couple action-thriller about a 
hip cop and a Native American who wari- 
ly pair up to fight a mob. Still, the friend- 
ship between the two actors is the real star 
of this movie, for better or worse. 

Phillips brings an honest dignity and sly 
humor to his role. I was particularly im- 
pressed by Sutherland, who maintains 
real weight in the flashy role of a driven 
undercover cop. Sholder (The Hidden) 
tries to keep the excitement level high 
with a phenomenal series of chase scenes. 
The best one is a lengthy and well- 
photographed car chase that takes place 
early in the picture. 

Stunts aside, we can’t help but feel 
separated from all the action. The movie 
is too cold, too calculated to really draw 
us in. And nobody’s going to buy the two 
stars acting as if they don’t really like each 
other. Their real-life relationship is the 
backbone of this movie, but perhaps its 
greatest weakness, too. 





Joanna Langfield is a critic and commen- 
tator for LBS Movietime Radio Network 
and former ABC radio critic. 
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ROAD HOUSE *« x x 

Patrick Swayze, Kelly Lynch, Sam 
Elliott, Ben Gazzara. Directed by Rowdy 
Herrington. 1989. Rated R. (MGM/UA 
cassette, 114 min., Hi-Fi stereo, 

$89.95) D 


B Y E D HULSE 


Let’s be blunt! Road House is corny, ju- 
venile, exploitative, misogynistic, homo- 
phobic, brutally violent and just plain stu- 
pid. But I love it. 

Actually, Road House is nothing more 
or less than an old-fashioned western with 
a contemporary setting. Swayze plays a 
well-known bouncer (legendary gun- 
fighter) ‘‘imported’’ to clean up a wild 
Missouri night club. He immediately runs 
afoul of Gazzara, the local mobster 
(ruthless cattle baron) and his employees 
(hired gunmen). Gazzara has designs on 
Lynch, the town’s prettiest sawbones 
(schoolmarm). Outnumbered, if not 
outclassed, Swayze calls on Elliott, his 
grizzled mentor (aging legendary gun- 
fighter), to help him rout the bad guys. 

Erstwhile Dirty Dancer Swayze de- 
serves credit for being able to deliver his 
lines with a straight face. The script— 
which, among numerous bogus elements, 
characterizes him as a former philosophy 
major—hamstrings him with epigram- 
matic, pseudo-tough-guy dialogue that 
John Wayne would have choked on. But 





Swayze grits his teeth and tries, to the best 
of his limited ability, to convince us that 
he believes the gibberish he’s spouting. 

Director Herrington, for his part, rates 
kudos for his imaginative staging of the 
action scenes, especially the barroom 
brawls (that’s just what they are; no need 
to stretch the western metaphor). They’re 
choreographed like dance routines, shot 
from all the right angles, and edited 
precisely for a perfect tempo. 

Road House was almost unanimously 
trounced by the critics in its theatrical 
release and, by and large, deserved the 
brickbats. Its sexist and violent excesses 
are truly egregious by mainstream stand- 
ards. It defies consideration as a 
“‘serious’” movie. -But properly ap- 
proached, this raucous show offers plen- 
ty of entertainment, albeit of a particular- 
ly low nature. 


Z 
A SINFUL LIFE « 


Anita Morris, Dennis Christopher, 
Blair Tefkin, Rick Overton. Directed by 
William Schreiner. Rated R. 1989. 
(RCA/Columbia cassette, 90 min., 
Hi-Fi mono, $89.95) 

Blowsy, titian-tressed dancer Claire Vin 
Blanc (Morris) hit her career high-water 
mark doing the frug on The Sonny and Cher 
Show; from there she went downhill. In 
fact, she hasn’t worked in years. Now, a 


meddlesome teacher who believes that 
Claire is an unfit mother wants to place her 
eccentric daughter, Baby (Tefkin), in a 
foster home. For Baby’s sake, Claire tries 
to land a husband and gain respectabi- 
lity. Her two best bets aren’t particularly 
inspiring: oversexed, slovenly Joe (Over- 
ton) and tight-laced, God-fearing Nathan 
(Christopher). 

A Sinful Life, based on a play presented 
by LA’s hip comedy troupe, the Ground- 
lings, benefits enormously from the 
presence of Morris, a charismatic sex bomb 
whose torrid dance in the Broadway hit 
Nine some years ago was a star-making 
show stopper. In fact, as Claire, Morris 
seems to be kidding the image of her that 
Nine created via saucy posters and ads. 
She’s a great natural comic, and her 
dialogue delivery, embellished by a silky- 
smooth Southern accent, makes the lines 
sound better than they are. 

Morris labors mightily to overcome in- 
herent script flaws, which include a con- 
strained narrative that unfolds almost en- 
tirely within the walls of her dreary apart- 
ment. Furthermore, Christopher is serious- 
ly miscast as the zealot (a part he 
overplays), and an irritating, cutesy musical 
score sets the teeth on edge like fingernails 
ona chalkboard. As the end credits roll, one 
can’t help but feel a lingering suspicion 
that a potentially funny movie died 
aborning. (E.H.) 
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Southwest's Largest Sony 
Camcorder, Video, TV & 
Stereo Dealer! 

CCD-F35 CDP-C24 

CCD-F45 CDP-C26 

CCD-F50 STR-AV290 

CCD-SP7 TCW-190 

Complete Line of Sony TV's, 

CD's, Receivers, Tape Decks 
& Camcorders In Stock! 


CAMCORDERS 
PV-500 = PV-S565 
PV-520 = PV-120 
PV-530_ . PV-S140 
PV-S540 PV-S160 
PV-S550 - AG-180 
PV-S575 _AG-450 
VIDEO RECORDERS 
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CAMCORDERS 

GR-A1U = GR-S77U 
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VR-495 VR-640HF Canon 
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CAMCORDERS 
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CAMCORDERS 
CVK-300 CVK-320 
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VIDEO RECORDERS 


VR-9700 VR-9846 
VR-9820 VR-9860 
VR-9822 VR-9861 
VR-9837 VR-9880 


Quasar 


CAMCORDERS 
VM-25 VM-33 
VM-27 VM-37 
VM-29 VM-52 
VM-32 
VIDEO RECORDERS 
VH-5290 VH-5495 
VH-5291 VH-5590 
VH-5390 VH-5595 
VH-5490 VH-5985 
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Extended Warranties 
Available 
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GENERAL @@ ELECTRIC 


CAMCORDERS 
CG-9906 CG-9915 
CG-9908 CG-9920 
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VIDEO RECORDERS 
VG-7610 VG-7685 
VG-7610 VG-7925 
VG-7620 VG-7980 
VG-7675 VG-7985 


TV/VCR COMBOS 


PANASONIC PV-M749 -7" 
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Panasonic 


With Panasonic U.S.A. Warranty 
CAMCORDERS 
Comes with hard case. 
‘Without case 


PV-120* 6X Zoom Call 
PV-S140° Super VHS Call 
PV-S160" Hi-Fi Call 
VHS 

PV-500* = 3 lux Call 
PV-520 8X Zoom Call 
PV-530 Digital Call 
Super-VHS_— Call 

S-VHS digital Call 

I. S-VHS E.I.S. Call 

VIDEO RECORDERS 

f O.S.P. Call 
Bar-code Call 

4-Head Call 

5-Head Call 

Phone prog. Call 

Digital Call 

Hi-Fi Call 

PV-4970 learning remote Call 
PV-S4980 = S-VHS Call 
PV-S4990 _—— Digital Call 

Call for best price! 
ACCESSORIES 
PV-A118 Batt. Charger Call 
PV-C80 CarCode Call 
PV-G40 = Cho. generator Call 
PV-R500 Edit Controller Call 
Call for more. 


PENTAX 


With Pentax U.S.A. Warranty 
PV-C900A_ 8mm Call 


MINSLTA 


With Minolta U.S.A. Warranty 


Master C-50 VHS-C Call 
CR-80AF New Call 
CR-81AF 8XZoom Call 


path 
Quasar. 
With Quasar U.S.A. Warranty 


CAMCORDERS 
Comes with hard case 
VM-32AC New Call 
VM-33AC New Call 
VM-34AC 3 Lux Call 
VIDEO RECORDERS 
VH-5490 4-Head 279.85 
VH-5590 Flying EH. 329.85 
VH-5595 4-Hd Hi-Fi 439.85 
Call for more! 
SPECIAL 


18 

+ S-VHS system/High Resol- 
ution picture/VHS Com- 
patibility 

+ CCD Image Device with 
7 lux Light Sensitivity 

+ High Speed Shutter 

» 8:1 Power Zoom Lens with 
Macro 

+ Flying Eraser Head 

+ Built-in Speaker 

+ MFR’s hard case 


Er 899° 


Ask for details! 











Canon 


With Canon U.S.A. Warranty 
Hill AS 


"CALL 








Canon Western Region 
dealer of the year 1988 


West's Largest Canon Dealer 


CAMCORDERS 
E-30 NewGrip Call 
E-808 8XZoom Call 
E-440 New Call 
E-640 New Call 
H-460 Hi-8 Call 
H-660 New Call 
A-1 Hi-8 Call 


F-1000S s-vHs_ Call 
CANON ACCESSORIES 
HC-E80 Hard Case Call 
RS-E80_— Rain Shield Call 
WD-46 WideAngile Call 
SF-100 Sports Finder Call 
MM-200 Microphone Call 
WD-55 WideAngile Call 
TL-55 Telephoto Call 
FS-55 Filter Set Call 
Call for more! 

t— EVAPORATED TAPE —— 
E6-120HME 2 Hr. Call 
E6-6OHME 1 Hr. Call 
£6-20HME 20 min. = Call 
Call for price. 


MAGNAVOX 


With Magnavox U.S.A. Warranty 
CAMCORDERS 
Comes with hard case 
*no case 
CVK-300* 6XZoom Call 
CVJ-320 8X Zoom Call 
CVK-332 = 3 lux Call 
CVK-342 New Call 
CVK-352 New Call 
VR-9246 S-VHS Call 
CVJ-340 Digital Call 


VIDEO RECORDERS 
1989 Brand New Models 
VR-9815 2head 239.85 
VR-9840 4head 279.85 
VR-9845 Var. Slow 299.85 
VR-9846 Bar-Code 299.85 
VR-9861 4HD HiFi 419.85 
VR-9862 Bar-Code 439.85 
VR-9870 Super-VHS = Call 
VR-9880 Top of line Call 


MAGNAVOX ——— 
aAAneac jo WHS 

















+ 4 Video Heads 
+ On-Screen Programming 
+ Audio/video input 


Special® 269° 
MAGNAVOX 
Atenas HO. py 


+ 4 Video Heads 

+ Hi-Fi Stereo 

* On-Screen Programming 
+» Audio/video input 
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Authorized Dealer 


Canon 


West's Largest Video Dealer 


JVC 


Authorized Dealer 


MAGNAVOX 


Authorized Dealer 


Panasonic 


Authorized Dealer 


Quasar 


Authorized Dealer 


MINSLUA 


Northwest's Largest Dealer 


Nikon 


Northwest's Largest Dealer 


OLYMPUS 


Northwest's Largest Dealer 


Authorized Dealer 


PENTAX 


West’s Largest Dealer 


-—FAX— fOoLlYMPUS) 


IT rance MICROCASSETTE™ 
Cleare Pearlcorder 
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{ 
i 39.85 
. 59.85 
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|149.85 
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Calli for more! 


Panafax 145 679.85 MICROPHONES 


Panafax 155 729.85 AZDEN 
= ECZ-660 Zoom 54.85 
Panasonic WMS-20 II 84.85 
KX-F80 499.85 WMS pro Call 

KX-F100 599.85 NADY 
SHARP 151VR Call 


UX-350 899.85 
SUNPAK 
aan SHIBA Auto CV-300 New —_Calll 
3600 : CV-300 99.85 
3750 CV-320 79.85 


75 a CV-150 69.85 
Limited to stock on hand. CV-200 New 77.85 


Faxphone 8 449.85 
Faxphone 15 479,85 


Faxphone 25 1049.85 


Panafax 
Panafax 135 649.85 














Northwest Largest 
Authorized Sony 
Camcorder Dealer 
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dealer to be protected. 





CCD-V11 


CCD-F35 

CCD-F45 
CCD-F50 
CCD-F70 
CCD-V11 
CCD-SP7 Call 


CCD-TR5 Call 
- SONY access. for IR-5 — 
+ Sony VCL-1537 
1.5X Telephoto lens *O9°* 
* Sony VCL-0837 54 oe 


iens iter Ki s29°° 

—— 

Complete Sony 

Camcorder line 
in stock. 

Call for best price! 


BETA 
SL-390 Call 
SL-Hi Fi 360, 870D 


8mm 
EV-P2 Call 
EV-C3 Call 
EV-S350 Call 
PERSONAL VIDEO 

Gv-8 Call 
GvV-9 Call 
EV-DT1 Call 
EV-S1 Call 
CCD-G1 Call 

VHS 
SL-353 
SL-555 Call 
SL-757 Call 

SONY ACCESSORIES 
RM-E300 XV-C900 
XV-T600 XV-T500 
XV-D300 RM-152K 
AC-V55 RM-95 
Call for more! 
-— Tele/Wide Lens Kit —> 
For Sony CCD TR-5 


+ Telephoto 
lens (1.5x) 


ai + Wide Angle 
EP lens eds 
Both *59% 

Made in Japan + High Quality 


LJ 
Nikon 
VN-830 8mm Call 
VN-840 New Call 
VN-900 8&mm Call 
VN-910 Smallest Call 
VN-950 = Hi-8 Call 


OLYMPUS 


CAMCORDERS 
VX-803 Call 
VX-407 New Call 
VX-S405 Call 








Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 











Call 











With JVC 
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5.4. Warranty 
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CAMCORDERS 
“comes with hard case 
GR-AAU Call 
GR-A40uU* Call 
GR-A60U" New Call 
GR-S77U* Super-VHS Call 
GR-S707" New In-Stock 
GF-500U* VHS Call 
GF-S550U = S-VHS Call 
Call for best price! 
VIDEO RECORDERS 
HR-D320U O.SP. Call 
HR-D520U New Call 
HR-D600U 4 Head Call 
HR-D620U Call 
HR-D750U Hi-Fi Call 
HR-D840U New Call 
HR-S5000U S-VHS Call 
HR-S5500U S-VHS Call 
HR-S6600U Call 
HR-S8000U Call 
HR-S10000U Call 
VIDEO ACCESSORIES 
JIX-C7 209.85 
JIX-ES 149.85 
JX-$100 AV Selector 79.85 
JX-$900 AV Selector Call 
JIX-SV55_— Edit Call 
Z-350 Microphone Call 
Complete access. line in-stock 


With RCA U.S.A, Warranty 
CAMCORDERS 
Comes with hard case. 
CC-260 CCD. Call 
CC-275 $100 Rebate Call 

8x Zoom Call 

86 = wilight Call 

6 Lux Call 

C. Gen. Call 

0 ~=Super-VHS Call 
VIDEO RECORDERS 

VR-270 OP. Call 

VR-490 4-Head Call 

VR-495 Stereo Call 

VR-620HF Hi-Fi Call 

VR-625HF 5-Head Call 

VR-7OOHF = S-VHS Call 
Call for best price! 





SPECIAL 


ytel 6 Ve 
sue ncaa “i 


SHS. 


* S-VHS system for super- 
lative pictures 

+ Super DA-4 head system 
(full head drum) 

* 8X 2-speed power zoom 

+ 4-page Digital superim- 
pose 

+ Flying erase head 

* 360,000 pixel high-reso- 
lution CCD 

+ Image-sensing 
autofocus 

* Animation function 








sae — $949 
Coll for details! 


Japan High Quality 
TOKINA 

0.3X Wide 49.85 
2X Tele 49.85 
4x Tele 189.85 
5.5X Tele Call 
2.5-5X Call 


Returns may be subiect fo a 12% restocking fee, Unopened merchandise returned for exchange may be subject fo a 5% restocking fee. Shipping & handling changes nonrefundable. Some sales 1 per customer. 


We are not responsible for fypographical errors. Frices good for mail order only. Shipping and handling is extra. *INDICATES REBATE AVAILABLE ALLOW 2-6 WEEKS FOR BACK ORDERS 


For additional information, circle No. 53 on Reader Service Card 


S-6 NNS 9-8 LVS-NOW “134M V SAVG Z NAdO 


urn or exchanges may be made within 14 days ot receipt after prior authorization from Camera World, All refunded merchandise must be in new condition and must include all packaging and printed material in original unaltered condition. 








THE RED DESERT *« x * 
Monica Vitti, Richard Harris. Directed 
by Michelangelo Antonioni. 1964. (Con- 
noisseur cassette, 120 min., in Italian 
with English subtitles, Hi-Fi mono, 
$79.95) 


BY GLENN KENNY 


Connoisseur continues to deliver long- 
overdue foreign gems to US video 
cineastes. Antonioni’s first color feature 
details the spiritual and emotional crises 
experienced by a bourgeois wife (Vitti). 
Its then au courant theme of ’60s aliena- 
tion seems a bit dated today, yet in some 
ways the movie is more up to date than 


ever—one of its minor themes is how 
man’s pollution of the environment 
contributes to the increasing fragmenta- 
tion of life. 

The movie’s first hour will separate the 
true believer from the dilettante—it’s 
chock-full of the stuff that infuriated ‘‘I- 
like-a-picture-with-a-story’’ types during 
the flowering of the international nouvelle 
vague. Minimal, deliberately banal 
dialogue, long takes, zero plot develop- 
ment, an incongruous English-speaking 
actor (Harris) dropped into an otherwise 





VR senior editor Glenn Kenny also writes 
for the Village Voice. 



























































© ORIGINAL USA 
MANUFACTURERS 
WARRANTY 


° ALL PRODUCTS 
FACTORY FRESH 

OVER $10 MILLION 

IN INVENTORY 

READY FOR 

SHIPPING! 


NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICES! 


Canon A-1 HI-BAND 
8mm CAMCORDER 


Advanced Technology for Superb Image and Sound Reproduction! 
The new A-] camcorder from Canon features new Hi-Band 8mm technology 
for unmatched image reproduction, dual action grip design, a 10x power 
zoom lens, Hi-Fi stereo sound plus many other features for professional- 
quality video making. 


© Hi-Band 8mm format delivers over 400 lines of horizontal resolution. 

© Dual Action Grips with independent start/stop and zooming controls. 

© True-to-life AFM stereo recordings with built-in stereo mic. 

© Canon precision autofocus f/1.4 10x power zoom lens with wide angle macro, 
© Wireless remote control with playback, recording and zooming functions. 
 4-mode high speed shutter for reducing image bluring. 

© Ultra High-resolution 2” CCD image sensor with 5.4MHz bandwidth. 

© Highly-accurate, correlated two-field metering system. 

© Auto date and built in character generator. 

© Self-timer, interval timer and program timer modes. 


© NO GIMMICKS 
OR HIDDEN COSTS 


© NO GREY GOODS 


TRAINED & 
FRIENDLY SALES 
STAFF TO ANSWER 
QUESTIONS BEFORE 
& AFTER YOUR 
PURCHASE ! 


NOBODY BEATS OUR SERVICE! 


Canon E440 
8MM CAMCORDER 


s» 


I 
A More Advanced 8mm Camcorder for the Creative Videophile. 
The E440’s razor-sharp 8 times zoom lens and high-resolution image 
sensor produce video images of startling clarity. And advanced features 
like a new digital memory titler and variable high-speed shutter give the 
£440 extra recording versatility. Plus the £440 features Canon’s exclusive 
180° FlexiGrip and wireless remote control. 


© High-resolution Canon autofocus 8x f/1.4 power zoom lens. 

© High-performance ¥2” 360,000 pixel CCD image sensor. 

© Versatile character generator/digital memory title function. 

© 180° FlexiGrip with integral electronic sports viewfinder. 

© Wireless remote control for record, playback and lens zooming. 
© 4-mode high speed shutter. 

© Noiseless slow, still and frame advance. 

© Hi-Fi sound recording © Professional-type flying erase head. 
INCLUDES FREE HARD CASE 


CALL FOR UNBELIEVABLE LOW PRICES ON ALL CANON CAMCORDERS! 





WE STOCK 
ALL CANON 
ACCESSORIES 


SONY 


8mm 4-lux 6:1 zoom 

8mm 4-lux 6:1 zoom 

8mm 3-lux 8:1 zoom 

8mm 4-lux 8:1 zoom 

8mm SPORTS waterproof 
CCD-V220 8mm PCM stereo 
CCD-V9' 


Canon 
E-440 & H-460 


IN-STOCK 





JVC 


VHS-C 8-lux 6x zoom 
VHS-C 8:1 zoom wicase 
SUPER VHS-C 8x zoom 
SUPER VHS-C HI-FI 
VHS 8:1 zoom wicase 


Canon; Canon 
E80 & E808 E640 & H660 


IN-STOCK IN-STOCK 
MINOLTA 


8mm 6x ZOOM 4-lux 
8mm 8x ZOOM 4-lux 
VHS 6x ZOOM 3-lux 
VHS 8x ZOOM 3-lux 


full si 
9 Hi-Band 8mm A AR-DBSOU ADELE digital PIONEER 


EVC-C3. 8mm paral | deck 
EVS-350 8mm digital 
EVS-900 Hi-Band 8mm digital 
MDP-210 LASERDISC 5-formats 
MDP-510 LASERDISC DIGITAL 


HR-SSOOOU S-VHS HI-FI 4-HD 
deck HR-S8000U S-VHS HI-FI DIGITAL CALL 
HR-S1OOQ0OU S-VHS PRO-EDITING CALL 


LD-870 = 12” & 8” Laserdisc 
CLD-1070 5-format Laserdisc 
CLD-2070 2-sided 5-format 
CLD-3070 digital 2-side play 


ASONIC VSX9500S 12Sontt AV RECEIVER 


ALL CAMCORDER MODELS IN-STOCK CALL 


MIDWEST 


350 Lexington Drive 
Buffalo Grove, ll. G0089 


pirect oroer Line 800-669-5208 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 708-459-6883 
FAX 708-459-6933 


Company and personal checks accept 
ed (allow 2-weeks). No returns except. 
ed without a return authorization trom 
our customer service department 
Returned merchandise subject to a 
restocking fee. IL residents add 6.5% 
sales tax 





WE CHECK FOR STOLEN CREDIT CARDS! 
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For additional information, circle No. 94 on Reader Service Card. 


all Italian/French cast—that kind of thing. 
It’s during the second hour that things get 
really interesting, with two amazing 
scenes: the depiction of a children’s story 
that Vitti reads to her son, and Harris’ 
emotionally violent seduction of Vitti. 
These place what little has gone before in- 
to stunning relief. 

That said, I still feel that Red Desert to- 
day looks more like an experiment with 
ideas and techniques that Antonioni re- 
fined in better works such as Blowup and, 
especially, The Passenger (never mind 
the inexplicable Zabriskie Point). The at- 
tention Antonioni lavishes on the color 
schemes here isn’t really as obvious as 
some critics once claimed; on the other 
hand, it’s not always as effective as he 
presumably wanted it to be. Antonioni’s 
depiction of the industrial wasteland an- 
ticipates such later works as Eraserhead 
and Stalker. Fans of those movies who 
don’t mind seeing their sludge mixed with 
some good old European anomie would 
do well to check this one out for a rental. 

Connoisseur’s video version is par- 
ticularly conscientious—the company 
completely resubtitled Red Desert for this 
release, and has retained its original 
aspect ratio through letterboxing. 


LET’S DANCE * 

Fred Astaire, Betty Hutton, Roland 
Young. Directed by Norman Z. McLeod. 
1950. (Paramount cassette, 112 min., 
Hi-Fi mono, $14.95) 


BY ROY HEMMING 


Fred Astaire made so many great 
musicals in his time that I guess we can 
forgive him his few turkeys—of which, 
for me, this heads the list. 

The biggest problem is that apparently 
nobody making the movie took the title 
seriously. Not only does the endless plot 
revolve primarily around the terminal- 
ly bouncy Hutton and her _prob- 
lems trying to combine motherhood with 
a showbiz career, but the musical 
numbers, with one exception, are all 
substandard Astaire (especially a western- 
ized easterners’ spoof called “‘Oh Them 
Dudes’’). 

But the exception alone is worth watch- 
ing Let’s Dance for. It’s a dance solo to 
“Tiger Rag,’’ in which Astaire dances 
around, under and on top of a baby grand 
(and some surrounding furniture) in that 
gravity-defying way he’d been polishing 
ever since the finale of The Gay Divorcee 
a decade and a half earlier—and doing it 
here, moreover, without any of the trick 
photography he would employ the follow- 
ing year in Royal Wedding. It remains the 
sort of number that assures Astaire’s place 
as this century’s unchallenged king of 
song-and-dance performers. 















a Abdul—Forever Your 
Sold Hearted; Straight 
ore. (Virgin) 374-637 


Pete Townshend—The 
tron Man (Atlantic) 385-724 


Do The Right Thing— 
Original Soundtrack 
(Motown) 385-732 
The O’ Jays—Serious 
(EMI) 385-468 
Stravinsky:—The 
Firebird, Jeu de Cartes. 
Esa-Pekka Salonen 
Philharmonia 
(CBS Master.) 385-203 
Stacey Q—Nights Like 
This (Atlantic) 382-838 
Sam Brown—Stop (A&M) 
384-818 


Sarah McLachian—Touch 
(Arista) 384-636 


David Benoit—Urban Day 
Dreams(GRP) 384-628 


Portrait Of Yo-Yo Ma 
(CBS sage .379°941 
Youssou N’ Dour—The 

, Lion (Virgin) 384-362 
Paul Kelly And The 
Messengers—So Much 
Water So Close To Home 
(A&M) 384-321 
Luciano Pavarotti— 
Pavarotti in Concert 
(CBS Master.) 373-548 


Night Ranger—Greatest 


Hits (MCA) 


Melissa Etheridge— 
Brave And Crazy (island) 
388-090 


The Chick Corea 

Akoustic Band (GRP) 
379-891 

Anderson, Bruford, 

Wakeman, Howe (Arista) 
384°115 

Diana Ross—Working 

Overtime (Motown) 
383-984 


Tin Machine (EMI) 
383-976 


Pat Metheny Group— 
Letter From Home (Geffen) 
383-901 


The Isley Brothers— 
Spend The Night 
{Warner Bros.) 389-148 
Gloria Estefan—Cuts 

| Both Ways (Epic) -382-341 





383- 720 
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Rolling Stones—Stee!l Wheels. 
Mixed Emotions; Sad, Sad, Sad; Everything /s Broken; etc. 
etc. (Rolling Stones Rec.) 387738 (Columbia) 


Batman—Original 
Soundtrack (Warner Bros.) 


383-885 
Reba McEntire—Sweet 
Sixteen (MCA) 383-562 


Queen—The Miracle 
(Capitol) 383-547 
Jean Luc Ponty—In The 
Fast Lane (Columbia) 
383-521 


Boris Grebenshikov— 
Radio Silence (Columbia) 
383-513 


Bonham—The Disregard 
Of Timekeeping 

(WTG) 383-497 
Dan Hill—Real Love 
(Columbia) 383-380 


Jean-Pierre Rampal— 
Mozart: Flute Concertos, 
K.313/314 Adante, K.315/ 
Rondo K.184 Israel 
Philharmonic/ Zubin 
Mehta (CBS Masterworks) 
383-364 


Emanuel Ax—Haydn: 
Sonatas Nos. 33, 38, 58 & 
60 (CBS Masterworks) 
383-331 
Clarence Clemons—A 
Night With Mr. C 
(Columbia) 383-067 
Johnny Mathis—in The 
Still Of The Night 
(Columbia) 383-042 


Neneh Cherry—Raw Like 
Sushi (Virgin) 382-994 
L.L. Cool J—Walking With 
A Panther 
(Def Jam / Columbia) 
381-988 
Roger Norrington— 
Berlioz: Symphonie 
peer wat ue, Op.14 - 
London lassical Players 
(Angel) 382-747 
The Doobie Brothers— 
Cycles (Capitol) 382-457 
Liza Minnelli—Results 


(Epic) 382-333 
Tom Petty—Full Moon 
Fever (MCA) 382-184 
Donny Osmond (Capitol) 
a 382-119 





Peter Gabriel—Passion 
(Geffen) 383-810 
Beastie Boys—Paul’s 
Boutique (Capitol) 383-786 


Bob Dylan—Oh Mercy. 


389-262 


Dolly Parton—White 
Limozeen (Columbia) 
380-725 


Wang Chung—The 
Warmer Side Of Cool 
(Geffen) 381-764 


Miles Davis—Amandla 
(Warner Bros.) 381-756 
Kenny Rogers— 
Something Inside So 
Strong (Reprise) 381-749 
Barry Manilow (Arista) 
381-707 
k.d. lang And The 
Reclines—Absolute Torch 
& Twang (Sire) 381-624 
Stray Cats—Blast Off! 
(EMI) 381-442 
Bonnie Raitt—Nick of 
Time (Capitol) 381-087 
The Beach Boys—Still 
Cruising (Capitol) 387-092 


Great White—... Twice 
Shy (Capitol) 381-178 
Stevie Nicks—The Other 
Side Of The Mirror 
(Modern) 381-103 
The Cult—Sonic Temple 
(Sire/Reprise) 381-798 


Richard Marx—Repeat 
Offender. Right Here 
Waiting; etc. (EMI) 380-915 


Soul Il Soul—Keep On 
Movin’ (Virgin) 386-037 
Canadian Brass—The 
Gabrieli Album 
(CBS Masterworks) 
379-933 
Enya—Watermark (Geffen) 
379-925 
Tone-Loc—Loc’ed After 
Dark (Delicious Vinyl) 
379-875 
Beaches—Original 
Soundtrack (Atlantic) 
379-669 
Warrant—Dirty Rotten 
Filthy Stinking Rich 
(Columbia) 379°644 
Skid Row (Atlantic) 
379 


602 
Madonna—Like A Prayer 
(Sire) 379°594 


The Outfield—Voices Of 
Babylon (Columbia) 
379-388 
Enrico Caruso—Opera 
Arias and Songs. Milan 
1902-1904 (Angel) 379-255 
Martika (Columbia) 
379-149 
Taylor Dayne—Can't Fight 
Fate (Arista) 388-017 


Cher—Heart Of Stone. /f 
! Could Turn Back Time; plus 
more. (Geffen) 


. PICK ANY 8 CDs 
FOR A PEN 


plus shipping /handling with membership. Details on other side 


383-893 


Hank Williams, Jr.— 

Greatest Hits II! 

(Warner Bros. / Curb) 
378-182 

Cyndi Lauper—A Night To 

Remember (Epic) 377-887 

Gipsy Kings (Elektra) 
377-812 


Debbie Gibson—Electric 
Youth (Atlantic) 377+275 


Guns N’ Roses—GN’R 
Lies (Geffen) 376-087 
—, 's Greatest 
Hits(Columbia) 375-279 
.38 Special—Rock & Roll 
Strategy (A&M) 375-139 
The Traveling Wilburys— 
Volume One (Wilbury) 

375-089 
Barbra Streisand—Till | 
Loved You (Columbia) 

374-884 
U2—Rattle And Hum 
(Island) 374-017 
Lou Rawls—At Last 
(Blue Note) 387-589 
The Voodoo tannnbl Band— 

(Columbia) 
381-962 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
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CBS/Columbia House 
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1400 NORTH FRUITRIDGE AVENUE 
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Motley Crue—Dr. Feelgood. 


Title cut plus Without You; 
Tn; etc. (Elektra) 


Bob Dylan & Grateful 
Dead—Dylan And The 
Dead (Columbia) 378-117 


Living Colour—Vivid 
(Epic) 370-833 
REO Speedwagon— 
Greatest Hits (Epic) 

367 


Carly Simon—Greatest 
Hits Live (Arista) 365-874 


Aerosmith—Permane: 
Vacation (Geffen) 359-075 
The Police—Every Breath 
You Take... The Singles 
(A&M) 348-318 
Kiri Te Kanawa—Verdi & 
Puccini Arias (CBS Master.) 


343-269 
Aretha Franklin— 


Through The Storm (Arista’ 
380-87. 
Jody Watley—Larger 
Than Life(MCA) 381-061 
Lloyd Cole & The 
Commotions—1984-1989 
(Capitol) 383-778 
Billy Squier—Hear And 
Now (Capitol) 383-760 
Loudness—Soldier Of 
Fortune (Atco) 388-082 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
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UNITED STATES 
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Ziggy Marley & The Melody Makers—One Bright 
Day. Look Who's Dancing; etc. (Virgin) 


ANY 


SEND NO MONEY—JUST MAIL POSTPAID CARD 
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N.R.B.Q.—Wild Weekend 


(Virgin) 389-882 
Miles Davis—Aura 
(Columbia) 389-312 


Foreigner—Records 

(Atlantic) 318-055 
Creedence Clearwater 
Revival—20 Greatest Hits 
(Fantasy) 308-049 


Hh 






Don Henley—The End Of 
The Innocence (Geffen) 


383-802 
Nick Lowe—Basher: The 
Best OF Nick Lowe 
(Columbia) 400-002 


The D.0.C.—No One Can 
Do It Better (Ruthless) 






iy : i 

Placido Domingo—The 

Unknown Puccini 

(CBS Master.) 387-829 

Molly Hatchet—Lightning 

Strikes Twice (Capitol) 
389- 






346 

The Cover Girls—We 

Can't Go Wrong (Capitol) 
389-338 


Jack Bruce—A Question 
Of Time (Epic) 389°981 
Parenthood—Original 
Soundtrack (Warner Bros.) 
389-452 
The Cars—Greatest Hits 
(Elektra) 339-903 
Todd Rundgren—Nearly 
Human (Warner Bros.) 
381-780 


386-987 


Michel Camilo—On Fire 
(Epic) 389-999 
Debbie Harry—Def, 


Dumb & Blonde 
(Sire/Reprise) 389-130 


The Neville Brothers— 

Yellow Moon (A&M) 
381-889 

Maze—Silky Soul 

(Warner Bros.) 389-098 


Barry White—The Man Is 
Back! (A&M) 388-843 


Viadimir Feltsman—Liszt: 
Piano Sonata in B Minor; 3 
Petrarca Sonnets; 
St.Francis Of Assissi: 
Sermon For The Birds 
(CBS Masterworks) 
388-538 
Britny Fox—Boys In Heat 
(Columbia) 388-421 


Breeze—The Young Son 
Of No.1 (Atlantic) 388-371 


Slick Rick—The Great 
Adventures Of Slick Rick 
(Columbia) 388-363 


Full Force—Smoove 
(Columbia) 388-223 


The Best Of The Dregs— 
Divided We Stand (Arista) 
386-979 
Partridge Family— 
Greatest Hits (Arista) 
386-961 
The Byrds—Fifth 
Dimension (Columbia) 
386-847 
Best Of Cher (EMI) 
381-509 
The Best Of Canned Heat 
(EMI) 380-832 
Bo Diddley Is A 
Gunslinger (Chess) 
379-677 
Crosby, Stills, Nash and 
Young—So Far (Atlantic) 
378-745 
Roy Orbison—The All- 
Time Hits, Vols. 1 & 2 
(Columbia Special Prod.) 
377-945 
10,000 Maniacs—Blind 
Man's Zoo (Elektra) 


382-077 
© 1990 CBS Records Inc. 


CBS/Columbia House, 1400 N. Fruitridge 
RO. Box 1129, Terre Haute, IN 47811-1129 
Please accept my membership application under the terms outlined in this 
advertisement. Send my 8 Compact Discs and bill me only 1¢, plus shipping 
and handling. | agree to buy six selections at regular Club prices in the coming 
three years—and may cancel membership at any time after doing so. 


My main musical interest is (check one): (But / may always choose from any category) 
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Rippingtons—Tourist In Paradise. Let's 
Stay Together; many more (GRP) 385-658 


CDs FOR A PENNY 





plus shipping/handli 


On the Cutting Edge 


R.E.M.—Green 
(Warner Bros.) 
Max Q (Atlantic) 


Joe Strummer— 
Earthquake Weather (Epic) 
“010 


375-162 
400-077 


400 
Red Hot Chili Peppers— 
Mother's Milk (eM 
389-205 
Mental As Anything— 
Cyclone Raymond 
(Columbia) 389-049 
Big Audio Dynamite— 
Megatop Phoenix 
(Columbia) 388-215 
John Hiatt—Y’all Caught 
(Geffen) 388-116 


Icehouse—Great 
Southern Land (Chrysalis) 
387-043 


Chris Isaak—Heart 
Shaped World (Reprise) 
386-144 


Squeeze—Frank (A&M) 
388-058 


Jethro Tull—Aqualung 
(Chrysalis) 345°157 


Best Of Procol Harum 
(A&M) 344-457 


The Byrds—Greatest Hits 


(Columbia) 342-501 
Bad Company—10 From 6 
(Atlantic) 341-313 
A Decade Of Steely Dan 
(MCA) 1073 
The Doors—L.A. Woman 
(Elektra) 340-810 
Best Of Kansas® 

(CBS Assoc.) 327-742 


Joe Cocker—Greatest 
Hits (A&M) 320-911 


Elton John—Greatest Hits 
(MCA) 319°541 


Led my ee a 
(Swan Song) 318-071 


Van Halen—OU812 
(Warner Bros.) 369-371 














Send these 8 CDs for 1¢ 


Jules Shear—The Third 
Party (|.R.S.) 387-647 


Pixies—Doolittle (Elektra) 
382-887 


The Pogues—Peace And 
Love (Island) 382-846 


Bodeans—Home 
(Reprise/Slash) 384-206 
The Call—Let The Da’ 
Begin (MCA) 384-156 


Indigo Girls (Epic)381-269 


Adrian Belew—Mr. Music 
Head (Atlantic) 384-867 


Ji —Blaze Of 
BS ERR O38 P00 
The Cure—Disintegration 
(Elektra) 382-093 
The B-52’s—Cosmic 
Thing (Reprise) 383-877 
Biyan Ferry / Roxy Music 
—Street Life (Reprise) 

384-230 


Syd Straw—Surprise 
V4 is] 


gin) 386-995 
Little Feat—Dixie Chicken 
(Warner Bros.) 363-515 
Grateful Dead—American 
Beauty (Warner Bros.) 
358-895 





Best Of The Doors 
(Elektra) 357-616/397-612 
Yes—Close To The Edge 
(Atlantic) 351-965 


Best Of Mountain 
(Columbia) 351-890 


Rolling Stones—Exile On 
Main Street 
(Rolling Stones Rec.) 
350-652 
Rolling Stones—Sticky 
Fingers (Rolling 
Stones Rec.) 350-645 
Van Morrison— 
Moondance (Warner Bros.) 
349-803 
Yellowjackets—The Spin 
(MCA) 388-173 
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| offers of Special Selections, usually at 
for a total of up to 19 buying opportunities. 


prices, which currently are $12.98 to $15.98—plus shipping ani 
(Multiple-unit sets may be somewhat higher.) After completing your eng 
4 ment agreement you may cancel membership at any time; if you decid 


introductory shipment. If you are not satisfied for any re et 
paceorenes “aoe ] everything within 10 days and you will have no further obligation. 
J Extra Bonus Offer: As a special offer to new members, take 9 


OC Hard Rock O Soft Rock CO Modern Rock O Pop 
Rolling Stones, Richard Marx, 10,000 Maniacs, Barbra Streisand, | 
Tom Petty Madonna The Cure Barry Manilow 
OC Heavy Metal O Black Music O Easy Listening O Country 
Great White, L.L. Cool J., Johnny Mathis, 0 Jazz d 
White Lion Bobby Brown Ray Conniff O Classical* 1 
Mr. 
ari Print F Extra Bonus Offer: 
Miss PrintFirst Name Initial Last Name also sendone more CD 

right now, for which | will be 
Address Apt. billed only $6.95 
City 

..-and I’m entitled to get a 
State Zip this extra CD FREE! 
Do you have a VCR?(04) DO Yes CNo 163/S90 


Do you have a credit card?(03) OYes CINo 


Note: we reserve the right to reject any application or cancel any membership. These offers not available in APO, FPO, 
Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico; write for details of alternative offer Canadian residents serviced from Toronto. Applicable 





sales tax added to all orders, *Classical members serviced by the CBS Classical Club. 
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Aerosmith—Pump. Love /n An Elevator; 
Janie’s Got A Gun; etc. (Geffen) 388-009 


The age of CD sound is here—and you have a practical way to find 
CDs you want. As your introduction to the Club, you can choose any 8G 
listed in this ad—all 8 are yours for only 1¢, plus shipping and handling, 
in npotey yi you simply agree to buy 6 more CDs (at regular Club priceg 
the next 
doing so. 

How the Club works: About every four weeks (13 times a year) yo 
I receive the Club's music magazine, which describes the Selection of 
Month—plus many exciting alternates, new hits and old favorites fn 


to choose an extra CD as a bonus FREE. Ani ] 
discounted CD and your bonus CD with your 8 introductory selection 


aa | that's 10 CDs in all!’ Send no money now—just mail the postpaid ¢ 


i Selections with two numbers contain 2 CDs and count as 2~so write in both numbers 


| CBSCOLUMBIA HOUSE: Terre Haute, IN 4% 


| THE RAW& THE 
pF 


‘ee 


Fine Young Cannibals—The Raw & The Cooked. 
Good Thing; Don't Look Back; etc. (.R.S.) 379+214 


AND A CHANCE TO GEj 
ONE MORE CD—FREE! } 





ing with membership 
John Tesh—Garden City The Wonder Years— 
(A&M) 388-876 Emmy Award-Winning 
Simply Red—A New Show (Atlantic) 389-890 
Flame (Elektra) 378-943 Eddie & The Cruisers lI— 
Jethro Tull—Rock Island Original Soundtrack 
(Chrysalis) 388-157 (Scotti Brothers) 386-813 


Bruce Cockburn—Big 
Circumstance 
(Gold Castle) 386-367 


10 Years After—About 
Time (Chrysalis) 388-140 


The Jets—Believe (MCA) 
388-033 


The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band 

—Will The Circle Be 

Unbroken (Capitol) 
387-894/397-893 


relied Buffett—Off To 

See The Lizard (MCA) 
387-340 

King’s X—Gretchen Goes 

To Nebraska 

(Al/Megaforce WW) 
387-019 


Andrew Cash— 
Boomtown (Island) 387-001 


When Harry Met Sa ly 
Original Soundtrack 
(Columbia) 386-821 ‘ 


Phranc—! Enjoy Being A 






Bee Gees—One oa ee iaescee | 
(Warner Bros.) 386-060 (MCA) 386-342 


Tom Jones—Move Closer 
(Jive/RCA) 386-003 


Eagles—Greatest Hits Vol. 
2 (Asylum) 317-768 
The Babys—The Babys 
Anthology (Chrysalis) 
312-256 


Grateful Dead—Europe 





72 (Warner Bros.) 

370-064/390-062 . Taer=S eer 
Bob Dylan—Blonde On Billy Joel—Storm Fron 
Blonde (Columbia)369-942 (Columbia) 387-902 
The Vi f Patti LaBelle—Be 
ear) ty Best of ree 623 —-Yourself(MCA) 386-394 
Joni Mitchell—Court and Paul Shaffer—Coast To 
Spark (Asylum) 367-102 oa — A oid 
Traffic—John Barleycorn (nc) ideas 506-235 
Must Die (Island) 364°935 Boogie Down 
Van Morrison—Saint Productions—Ghetto 
Dominic's Preview Music: Blue Print Of Hip 
(Warner Bros.) 364-927 Hop (Jive/RCA) 386-193 


Supertramp—Classics Babyface—Tender Love 
Vol. 9 (A&M 364-471 — (Epic) 386-177 
The Wizard Of Oz— Sony Jazz Collection— 
Orginal Soundtrack Various Artists Ce 
(Columbia Special pon BO Gold & Platinum Volume 
Six (Realm) 388°355 
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If you wish to receive the Selection of the Month, you need do nothin 


it will be shipped automatically. if you prefer an alternate selection, orn) 
at all, fill in the response card always 
| — you will always have at leas 


lg gran and mail it by thed 
10 days in which to make yj 
lecision. If you ever receive any Selection without having 10 days 
ecide, you may return it at our expense. 
The CDs you order during your membership will be billed at reo 
andl 
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I one CD at half price for each CD you buy at regular Club prices. 
10-Day Free Trial: We'll send details of the Club's operation with yg 
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VHS FORMAT ...... $399 
10 lux * HQ * Auto Exposure 
Full Auto White Balance 


FULL SIZE CAMCORDER . *699 
6X Zoom * HQ * Auto Focus * 7 lux 
4 Video Heads * Variable Shutter 


NO GAMES ° NO GIMMICKS 
LOW DELIVERED PRICES 


ALL SUPPLIED ACCESSORIES 


JVC GR6OU .... “Low PRICE 
VHS-C © 360,000 pixels 


8X Zoom ¢ Flying Erase Heads 





JVC GRA30 ... “tow Price 


VHS-C © 360,000 pixels * 6X 
Flying Erase Heads * 8 lux 


HITACHI VM5200A ““Low' Price 


VHS © 300,000 pixels * 8X Zoom 
Audio Monitor * Flying Erase Heads 
Jvc GRS77 ... “‘tow'price 
Super VHS-C * 360,000 pixels 

8 lux ¢ Flying Erase Heads 
Jvc Grsssou . “iow'rnice 

Super VHS ¢ 7 lux * 8X Zoom 
360K pixels * Flying Erase Heads 


CANON Al GUIOW PRICE 


HiBand 8 © 7 lux * 10X Zoom 
360K pixels * Flying Erase Heads 


SONY CCDF70 “tow Price 


4 lux * 8X ¢ Flying Erase Heads 
250K pixels * Variable Shutter 


SONY CCDF36 “‘Low' Price 


4 lux ¢ fl4 ¢ 2.1 Ibs 
250K pixels * 6X Zoom 


SONY CcCDF46 . “Low PRICE 


3 lux * 8X Zoom ¢ FEH « fl6 
2 |b 10 oz © Variable Shutter 





EST. 1954 


2417 W. Badger Road 
Madison, WI 53713 
1-608-271-6889 


TOSHIBA 4-HEAD HIFI ... $269 


Player Only * Remote 
All 4 HQ Circuits 


VHS MTS HIFI . - ++ 8349 
On Screen Program * 6/21 Day 
122 Ch ¢ Slow Motion 





Zenith MTS HIFI .... $389 
On Screen Menu ¢ Slow Motion 
VHS Index * GoJo * 2 Function Mem. 
Jvc HRD840U . “tow Price 
4 Head © Indexing * 4 HQ Circuits 
181 ch * 8/14 Day * LCD Remote 


RCA 4 HEAD HIF! ... $379 
“On Screen Program 
155 Ch © Video Heads 
Jvc HRD8S5OU . “Low Price 
4 Head * Indexing * 4 HQ Circuitry 
Digital PIP * LCD Remote * OSP 


4 HEAD HIFI ....... 8389 
On Screen Program * 6/21 Day 
122 Ch * Slow Motion 


HITACHI VTF330 SPECIAL 
Double Azimuth 4-Head * 155 Ch 
Digital Auto Tracking * 8/365 


JVC HRD600 ....... $299 
All 4 HQ Circuits * 4-Head 
On Screen Program ¢ Index Search 


ZENITH VCR ....... $219 
HQ Circuitry * 4/14 Day 
Automatic Power On 
JVC HRDS520 .. “tow price 
LCD Remote * On Screen Program 
All 4 HQ Circuits * 181 Ch 
RCA VR490 ... “tow'price 
4-Head * 8/365 Day 
On Screen Display 


SOME ITEMS CLOSEOUTS 


kk 
x * 

FIVE STAR 

RATING 





We get the BEST volume discounts 
LOW OVERHEAD—To sell at best discounts 
We shop the competition to ensure the best price 


THIS IS ONLY A PARTIAL LISTING 
IF YOU DON’T SEE IT LISTED—CALL! 





GE MTS HIFI ....... 8389 
Auto Channel Set-up * 155 Ch 
4/Month * On Screen Program 


TOSHIBA M9485 .... %399 
4 Head * On Screen Program 
4 HQ Circuits * 444 Day 
Jvc HRS8000 . “Low'rrice 
Super VHS « Digital Effects 
4 Head © Indexing « LCD Remote 





uve HRS5000 . ““tow'Price 


Super VHS ¢ 4 Head * Indexing 
Flying Erase Heads « OSP 





CLARION 9730RT ... %189 
High Power * DIN « A/R 
APC ¢ Dolby * Bass + Treble 


JVC KSRX1010 ... SPECIAL 
Digital « Dolby « A/R * AUX In 
4 Channel Amp ¢ Line Out 


CLARION 9770RT ... $225 
Removeable DIN ¢ Dolby 
4 Channel Power * A/R 


CLARION 8671RT ... *199 
Removeable DIN * APC « A/R 
Bass + Treble « RCA Line 





SONY KV32XBR .. “LOW PRICE 


Best 32” Made * 600 Lines 
181 Ch ¢ SRS Sound System 


uve Av3589S . “‘tow'rnice 
35” © 700 Lines * Dolby Surround 
Super VHS Input * MTS 
uve Av3189s . “‘tow'price 
31” 700 Lines * Super VHS Output 
Audio/Video Ins and Outs 
TOSHIBA CF3254 . “Low price 
32" * 700 Lines * 181 Ch * MTS 
AN Ins/Outs * Super VHS Input 
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CLARION 9971RT .. %299 
Full Logic Transport * A/R 
Dolby B/C * High Power 


CLARION 9700RT ... %199 
AJR © 18 Presets * High Power 
RCA Line Out * APC Dolby B 


SHERWOOD XR1604 . $219 
Removeable DIN ¢ High Power 
Dolby BIC « AJR ® Full Logic 


CLARION 5630CD ... $429 
AM/FM Car CD Player * 2X 
High Power ¢ Intro Music Scan 


a ee ee ee 





-800-356-9514 


IF YOU FIND A BETTER PRICE — CALL US 





Returns accepted within 10 days (must be called in for 
prior authorization). Products must be in original condition. 
Return subject to restocking fee. Shipping and handling not 


refundable. 


30-DAY GUARANTEED NO LEMON 
EVERY PRODUCT BRAND NEW—FULL WARRANTY 


TOSHIBA 26” STEREO .. $488 
600 Lines, * On Screen Menu 
AIV Ins/Outs « 181 Ch 


SONY KV27XBR . “Low PRICE 


BEST 27” Made ¢ 550 Lines 
181 Ch * SRS Sound System 


JVC AV2759S “‘Low' Price 


27" © 600 Lines * MTS * 180 Ch 
On Screen Menu © Super VHS Input 


uve Av2059s ““Yow' price 


20" © 180 Ch * MTS © Surround Sound 
AN Ins/Outs * On Screen Menu 











CLARION 702EQA .. $119 
AMPIEQ * 7 Bands * 25 X 4 Power 
Sub Woofer Output 





Alphasonic PMA2050 SPECIAL 
50 Watts/Ch AMP * THD .05% 
Bridgeable into Mono-100 Wts 


Alphasonic PMA2075 SPECIAL 
75 Watts/Ch AMP * THD .05% 
Bridgeable into Mono-150 Wts 


PYLE KP6940 .. SPECIAL 
High Performance 6 X 9 
High Power Handling 





PROTON D1200 .. SPECIAL 
100 Watts/Ch * DPD Circuitry 
Power Amp * Output Meters 


CELESTION DL8 Il .. SPECIAL 
British 8" 2-Way Bookshelf Speaker 
Specials on DL10 Il + DL12 II's 


THORENS TD318 MKII ... SPECIAL 
Audiophile Turntable * Walnut Base 
TP28 Tonearm * Auto Lift and Shutoff 


Soundcraftsman Pro Power 4 
205 Watts/Ch MOSFET AMP 
SPECIALS ON MANY MODELS 


JVC RX501BK “Low price 


65 Watts/Ch * Remote * 7 Band EQ 
Auto Memory * CSRP 


PROTON D940 ... SPECIAL 
Dynamic Power on Demand (DPD) 
Schotz Tuner * Video Source 





JVC RX701VBK “Low PRICE 


80 Watts/Ch ¢ 7 Band EQ 
Dolby Surround Sound 


uve Rx401 .... “Yow Price 


50 Watts/Ch * Remote * 7 Band EQ 
40 Presets * Compu Link 








PHONE HOURS 
M-F 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
SAT 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
SUN 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 


Central Time Zone 


MAGNAVOX CD3000 .. $189 
6 Disc Changer ¢ Dual D/A’s 
4X Oversampling 


JVC XLZ411 ... SPECIAL 
Dual 18 Bit * 4X Oversampling 
Coaxial Digital Output 


TEAC PD 700M .... $239 
6 Disc Changer * 4X Oversampling 
Remote * 32 Track Program 


MAGNAVOX CD2000 .. $129 
4X Oversampling * Dual D/A 
Top Rated Player 


uve XLM701 . “Yow'price 


6 + 1 Changer ¢ Dual 18 Bit 
Best Changer on the Market 
PIONEER CLD3070 “‘Low PRICE 
Combination CD/Laser 
Dual 16 Bit D/A * 4X 
JVC XLz611 .. “tow Price 
Dual 18 Bit * Digital Outputs 
4X Oversampling * Best CD Player 


MAGNAVOX CDB586 .. $239 
6 Disc Changer * 4X 
Dual D/A Converters 


SONYD2 Si, 25 ste COO. 
2X Oversampling © 16 bit 
3-Way Repeat * LC Display 


Magnavox D6800 . SPECIAL 
3”/5" © CD Introscan 
20 Track ¢ Digital Headphones 


SONY D160 .. “‘ow'Price 


Home and Car Discman 
Includes CPM100P +CPA1 


SONY D25 GULOW PRICE 


4X Sampling © 22 Track 
5-Way Repeat * BP2 Battery 








For expert recommendations 
For product information 





TEAC V570 ....... $169 
2 Motor ¢ Dolby B/C/HX PRO 
Bias Fine Tuning 


TEAC V670 ....... $249 
3 Head * Dolby B/C/HX PRO 
Bias Fine Tuning « Auto Spacer 


JVC TDR421 ....... SPECIAL 
AJR Dolby B/C/HX PRO 
Headphone Output 
Jvc TDWs01 . “‘tow'Price 
Twin A/R Dubbing Deck 
Dolby B/C * Continuous Play 
uve Tove21 .. “tow Price 
3 Head * Dolby B/C/HX PRO 
Closed Loop Dua! Capstan 


TEAC V265. 2........: $97 
Dolby B/C/HX PRO 
Auto Tape Selector 


JVC TDW801 .. SPECIAL 
Twin A/R REC/PLAY * Dolby B/C 
Continuous Play * Music Scan 


JVC TDW901 .. SPECIAL 
Twin AJR REC/PLAY * B/C/HX PRO 
Full Function Remote Control 





BEL 976 .... -. $159 
Radar Detector ¢ Top Rated 
Wide Selection of Bands/Models 


FREEDOM PHONE FF1700X . $115 
Cordless Phone * Top Rated 
Wide Selection of Brands/Models 


SONY MDRIFK5 ... $149 
Wireless Headphones * Top Rated 
Wide Selection of Brands/Models 





JVC PCX300 ... SPECIAL 
Portable With CD Player 
Wide Selection of Brands/Models 
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A PORTRAIT OF 

THE ARTIST AS A 

YOUNG MAN x x * 

Bosco Hogan, T.P. McKenna, John 
Gielgud. Directed by Joseph Strick. 
1977. Not rated. (Mystic Fire cassette, 
93 min., Hi-Fi mono, $29.95) 


BY JOHN 


R. QUAIN 


It’s an old saw—perhaps a toothless saw 
by now—that great literature falls like a 
ton of dusty tomes on a movie audience. 


Strick (The Balcony, Ulysses), this screen 
version manages to retain as much of 
Joyce’s language as one could hope for, 
without appearing awkward or strained. 
With its peculiar vernacular and mix of 
politics and religion, Joyce’s turn-of-the- 
century Ireland is not an easy setting to re- 
create—as John Huston’s The Dead 
demonstrated. However, where Huston’s 
visualization of that Joyce story often 
made me question the movie’s period ac- 
curacy, I had no such moments of doubt 
with Strick’s interpretation of Portrait. 


An adaptation of James Joyce’s A Portrait 
of the Artist as a Young Man would seem 
more likely than most to suffer such a fate. 
Yet, under the reverential direction of 





VR associate editor John R. Quain writes 
regularly about movies and music. 





Digital Titles 

1 Ib. 12 oz. 

Kyocera KDS-530 
Nikon VN910 ..... 


400 + Lines “ 
Manual Iris 

Nikon NV950 . 
Olympus VX803 ... 


4 Page Titles 

Flying Erase 
Head 

Kyocera KD 5010 


Flying Erase 

Head 

3 Lux 

Canon Al . 
Olympus VX 405... 


LENSES 
Bescor tele/wide . 39 
Minolta 501 Kit .119 


Ambico VO512 . 105 
VidPro tele/wide .99 


PANASONI 
PV 530 

8x1 

Zoom 

Digital EFX 

RCA CC350.... 
Panasonic PV460 .... 


B pv 520 


3 Lux 
w/Light 
Timelapse 
Olympus VX407 .... 
Minolta V11 


PANASONI 
PVS 550 
S-VHS 
Flying 

Erase 

Head 
Olympus VX407 .... 
RCA CC2s0 


Switch 
Chinon CVT 80 
Panasonic PVS-575 .CAL 


LIGHTS 


DC20W Cordless 89 
300W AC 

Ambico VO177 ..99 
AmbicoVO875 . . 107 
Ambico V804 . . 156 
Sunpak 300 ....99 


CCDF340 
PAL 

8mm 

6x1 Zoom 
Digital 


sorycco 898 


\ 
Flying Erase’ 
Head 
Digital Titles 


JVC GR40 .... y 
Panasonic PVS 140 . 


Jvc 

GRS 77 

S-VHS-C 

Flying Erase 
Head 

Nikon VN840 ... 

Canon E808 


PANASONIC 
PVS 160 
S-VHS-C 
aH 
Recording 


JVC GRS 55 
Minolta C-50 


PANASONIC 
PV 120 
VHS-C 
6x1 Zoom 
Hi Speed 
Shutter 


98 Minolta 8/80 


Minolta 8/81 


BATTERIES 


6 Hr. Belt Pack . .69 
10 Hr. Belt Pack .89 
14 Hr. Belt Pack 129 
20 Hr. Belt Pack 167 
Batter Voltage 


|Minolta 8mm 

GE-9-9715 VHS-C .601 
Sony CCDV110... .699 
Magnavox VHS .. .648 
Olympus 8mm... .498 
Olympus VX402. . .468 
Kyocera KDM710 CALL 
RCA CC175 S-VHS-C . .859 


ORDER LINE 1-800-221-3160 
1265 Broadway (32nd St.) NYC 10001 212 725-1234 


CONS AFFAIRS NO. 800208 SECOND HAND NO. 3111178. All prices reflect cash discount S+H+INS. Quan- 
tity limited. Subject to availability. We offer for sale USA and Gray Market merchandise. We are not respon- 
sible for typos, verifiable manufacturers price changes or duration of rebates. Items with US guarantee 
may be additional 15% restocking fee on all returns. This ad supersedes all other ads. Add 5% for mail 
order. Art for illustration purpose only. Prices expire 1/8/90. 


For additional information, circle No. 45 on Reader Service Card. 


OPEN 

7 DAYS 
MON-FRI 9-7 
SAT 9-6 
SUN 10-5 


Video Dub 
Jog Shuttle 
Control 


1099 


8 i Toshiba 990 2 


99 
Panasonic PVS4990 . CALL 


PANASONIC 
PV 4960 ¢ 


VHS Hi-Fi eee) 
ee 369 


Panasonic PVS 4880 . . 799 
Panasonic PV 4900 .. .235 


Machine 
JVC HRS8000 ... 
Mitsubishi U71 


TRIPODS 


Bogen 3170 

Bogen 3124 ..... 

Bogen 3125 .... 

Bogen 3140 .... 

Bogen Shoulder 
Brace 3147.... . 


CLOSEOUTS 
VHS VCRS 
Toshiba DX7 .. .488 
Panasonic VCR 222 
NEC DX2000 . .399 


Jvc VCR 
Canon VRHF620 . .649 
Panasonic 4768 .. .429 








Shot entirely in Ireland, the movie is as 
faithful as a 93-minute picture can be in its 
rendering of the original novel. 

Stephen Daedalus (Hogan) grows up 
listening to talk about priests and politics 
at dinner. His father’s miscalculations and 
the vagaries of life force the family on a 
downward economic spiral just as 
Stephen begins to realize the fruits of his 
writing. From his father, he turns to the 
Catholic Church, where Gielgud makes 
his brief appearance as the fire-and- 
brimstone-spewing priest whose homily 
incites Stephen to confess. Eventually, the 
artist rejects the domination of not only 
family and church, but of his country’s 
swelling nationalism as well. 

This cinematic effort follows director 
Strick’s attempt 12 years earlier to con- 
dense Joyce’s Ulysses into a movie—a 
condensation that earned the condemna- 
tion of many critics. With Portrait, Strick 
fares better in choosing a work much nar- 
rower in its psychological focus. 

The image quality of this video transfer 
is good, with solid colors (neither too dark 
nor too washed out)—though the print 
does look a little worse for wear, and the 
soundtrack is a bit noisy but not disturb- 
ingly so. (Mystic Fire Video is at P.O. 
Box 1202, Montauk, NY 11954.) 


5 
EXQUISITE CORPSES «x x 


Gary Knox, Zoe Tamerlaine, Daniel 
Chapman. Directed by Temistocles 
Lopez. 1989. Not rated. (Monarch 
cassette, 100 min., Hi-Fi mono, $79.95) 

The rather mordant title of this indepen- 
dent production refers not to hapless vic- 
tims ina slasher pic, but rather to a game 
once popular among members of the Dada 
art movement. (The game involved throw- 
ing incongruous elements together in an at- 
tempt to free the creative subconscious.) 
The reference has only a passing connec- 
tion to this movie, which traces the fortunes 
(and misfortunes) of a tall, blond cowpoke 
from Tulsa who arrives in the chilly Big Ap- 
ple, gets ripped off, encounters street 
punks, drug dealers, groping gay casting 
agents and beneficent squatters. Eventual- 
ly, the out-of-towner develops the requisite 
New York ‘‘attitude’’ (cynicism) and 
becomes the star of an ’80s downtown 
cabaret. 

A cheesy, cheap, comedic curiosity, Ex- 
quisite Corpses does have its entertaining 
moments, particularly when it pokes fun at 
its own pretentions. It starts out in a tepid 
Midnight Cowboy fashion, but gradually 
throws in its own twists and turns—including 
a bisexual menage a trois, a murder and an 
international spy or two. The whole mass of 
incongruities is all in jest (hence the connec- 
tion to the title). So, for a rental, one can over- 
look the raw production and slightly dark 
transfer for some offbeat fun. (J.R.Q.) 








Industrial /Professional Video Equipment 


VIDICOMP DISTRIBUTORS 


Panasonic JVC Ikegami 


1 Chip 


WVF 70/200-CLE ___-, 
300-CLE ; 


Panasonic JVC Ikegami & Others 
Cameras/Dockable Combinations 


WVF 70/AG-7450 
WV 300-CLE/AG-7450 


WV 200-CLE/AG-7450 
KY 25-ULB/BRS-410 


Panasonic JVC - Others 
VHS-SVHS *” Portable VTR’s 


Major Brands 
Video Projectors 


ce 


~/ 


RO | 


Panasonic Pro-Line S-VHS 


Panasonic Professional VHS 


AG-450 Camcorder 


@ 10x1 Power 


Zoom 


@ Over 400 Lines 
Resolution 
@ Piezo-Through 


the lens 


Auto-Focus 


AG-180U Camcorder 


@ 6x1 Auto Zoom 
@ Date/Time 


Impr 


int 


@ Piezo through 
the lens 
auto-focus 


@ Flyin 
head 


FAX-TELEPHONE ANSWERING 


S-VHS Monitors 


——— 


Over 400 Lines Resolution, S Video 
Terminals, 8 Pin VTR Terminal, BNC 


JVC SONY. 


|, Video In & Out 


Panasonic 
Professional/Industrial 


Authorized Dealers and Service Center 


Ordering: 


1-800-622-6599 


g erase 


AG-180U 


PANASONIC 


MACHINE COMBO 


_ = ee 
Panasonic 


AUTHORIZED 


CT-1381Y os O NY. 
DEALERS 


ING. 


Panasonic Economical-VHS 
Editing Systems 


er 


$2450 


Panasonic JVC 
Professional S-VHS/VHS 


=|) 


AG-7500 


Complete System 


AG-7510 
AGA-750 


Over 400 Lines Resolution, Insert-Assemble Edit, 4 Chan- 


nel Audio, Audio/Video Dubs 


Digital Audio/Video Mixer 
WJMX-10 


2 Source Inputs & 1-key 
camera input 

No TBC required built in 
frame synchronizer 
Special effect-strobe- 
mosaic & paint-17 wipes 
Optional! character 
generator 


SELLS 
FOR LESS 


FOR-A TBC’s and 
Special Effect Generator 


$10%5 
ED-Beta El-500 .... $164 
Super VHS T-120 .. $1095 
VHS EHG T-120 ... $449 
%" 3M UCA-20S ... $875 
%" 3M UCA-60 o12eA 


Your Satisfaction 





Se Habla Espanol 


Panasonic Economical 
S-VHS/VHS Editing System 


AG-1960 


Insert-assemble edits, Audio/Video dubs. 


Hi-Band-8 Camcorders & VTRs 


Canon A-1, E-460, and other major brands 


Consumer Camcorders 
Panasonic PV-520 Sony F-70 
Panasonic PV-575 Sony F-50 
Panasonic PV-560 Sony F-35 
Sony SP-7 
Canon A-1 
Canon E-808 
Canon E-460 
Canon E-440 


JVC GRS-77, 
JVC GRS-707 
JVC GRC-60 


We Ship C.O.D. Via U.P.S. All Mdse. With U.S. Warranties 
@ Defective Exchange - within 10 days of receipt of goods 
@ Restocking fee applies for returned merchandise 


Vidicomp Distributors, Inc. 


Customer Service 1-713-440- 


16219 North Freeway Houston, Texas 77090 
0040 FAX 713-444-0059 


Open9AM-6PM_ Monday thru Saturday 


Is Our Commitment 
Export Inquiries Welcome 


BARGAIN 
CORNER 
DEMO 
EQUIPMENT 


Panasonic 


$2995.00 
$1795.00 
$ 29900 
$1750 00 
$ 54000 
$ 999 00 


AG-7800 
AG-CL-68 
WVS-350 
W4J-400 
WJ-450 
Color Quad System 
AG-1230 
AGB-640 
WJMX-10 
AG-1730 
BTS-1300 
WX-801 PA System 
WwvCD2 
AGA-95 
AGC-65 
WVAD-37 
PT-105/72 
CT-2010Y 
BTM-1310Y $1295 00 
BTD-1910Y . $1499 00 
MT-1340G $ 57900 
AG-560 $ 650.00 
AG-550 $ 600 00 
CT-1331Y $ 365.00 
$ 
$ 


$ 26900 
$ 265.00 
$1850 00 
$ 499.00 
$ 499 00 
$ 59900 


$1895 00 
$ 25000 
$ 2000 
$ 16500 
$4000.00 
$ 465.00 


ET-721S 72” Screen 599 00 
ET-SS101 269.00 
Stand for above series 
AG-1950 $ 975.00 
AG-170 $ 899.00 
AG-450 $1350.00 
TBC-100 $1895.00 
TBC-200 $2795 00 
AGDA-700 $1495 00 


WV80KT-2 


JVC 


BY-10UL11 $2495 00 
Abner-AB Rol! Editor . $3595.00 
BRS-810 $3995 00 
BRS-410 $2049 00 


Ikegami & TBC’s 


TM14-16R $1695.00 
FA-300S.. $2995.00 


$ 599.00 








For additional information, circle No. 54 on Reader Service Card. 



































































THE BANKER 2 9 3 
Robert Forster, Duncan Regehr, 
Richard Roundtree, Jeff Conaway. 
Directed by William Webb. 1989. 
Rated R. (MCEG/ Virgin cassette, 
Hi-Fi stereo, 95 min., $79.95) 
This sleek ’n’ sleazy thriller aims 
to hook your attention right from the 
get-go, with a graphic sex scene 
featuring gorgeous ex-Playmate Teri 
Weigel and large Regehr. It continues 
with a lot more nudity and some 
crossbow kills. Regehr plays a 
Trump-like tycoon by day/ritual 
murderer by night, who preys on call 
girls and has a Snow White jones— 
an interesting variation on a common 
theme, which is undermined (and 
made really entertaining) by some 
brilliantly bad dialogue. Aging 
veteran B star Forster has fun as the 
cranky cop on the case and, not unex- 


Forster sets his sights on Conaway. 


pectedly, is beginning to resemble 
aged veteran B star Cameron Mitch- 
ell. As a pimp called Cowboy, Taxi’s 
Conaway—himself a_living-dead 
ringer for Keith Richards—does what 
he can(’t) with lines like ‘*Yer pullen 
muh chain, raht?’’ On the heels of his 
wacko spot in Elvira, Conaway has 
found another great resume builder. 

(Doug Brod) 


SILENT NIGHT 
DEADLY NIGHT 3: 
BETTER WATCH OUT! 3 
Richard Beymer, Robert Culp. 
Directed by Monte Hellman. 1989. 
Rated R. (IVE cassette, 90 min., 
Hi-Fi stereo, $89.95) 

Here’s a slasher movie that poses 
a not-exactly-buming question: What 
happens when you put the former 


68 VIDEO REVIEW 


stars of West Side Story and I Spy 
together with a long-inactive direc- 
tor once hailed by Esquire as the 
white hope of American cinema? 
And here’s a review that answers it: 
Not much. True, this second sequel 
to the notorious psycho-Santa picture 
does get some mileage out of a villain 
whose brain is encased in a clear- 
plastic mixing bowl. But that’s real- 
ly all that’s going on, save for the 
obligatory in-joke (everybody’s TV 
is tuned to Jack Nicholson’s 1963 
quickie The Terror, which director 
Hellman worked on) and a five- 
minute Culp speech about the 
wonders of cellular phone 
technology. In fact, the whole thing 
is so languidly paced and uneventful 
you might suspect that Hellman is try- 
ing for Brechtian alienation effects 
rather than just directing ineptly. 
Chances are, you'll be too busy 
endeavoring to keep your eyeballs 
from rolling back into your head to 
care. (Steve Simels) 


BLACKOUT 83 & 

Gail O’ Grady, Carol Lynley, 
Michael Keys Hall. Directed by 
Doug Adams. 1988. Rated R. 
(Magnum cassette, 90 min., 
Hi-Fi stereo, $89.98) 

Caroline (O’Grady) has a bad 
memory: She can’t remember her 
father, and she has vague recollec- 
tions of some gory childhood trauma. 
Years later, after receiving a letter 
from long-lost Dad, she returns to 
Mom’s (Lynley) orange grove. 
Dad’s not home, but mean Mom is 
waiting with a rifle. The real mystery 
is how O’Grady came to star in this 
flick. Her ruler-flat, wooden-tongued 
performance nullifies what might 
otherwise have been an interesting 
movie. To be fair, director Adams’ 
pointless, wandering shots of floor- 
boards and stairs also contribute to 
the ennui. And there are continuity 
problems and gaffes aplenty, in- 
cluding a shower scene in which the 
actor is clearly wearing a bathing suit. 
Blackout is billed as ‘*written by the 
author of Psycho’’ (Joseph Stefano). 
Unfortunately, it was not overseen by 
the director of Psycho. If Hitch had 
been behind the lens, he would’ve 


made sure the suit didn’t show—and 
he would’ ve had O’Grady knifed in 
the very first scene.(John R. Quain) 


I, MADMAN & £3 3 
Jenny Wright, Clayton Rohner. 
Directed by Tibor Takacs. 1989. 
Rated R. (Media cassette, 90 min., 
Hi-Fi stereo, $89.95) 

In this modest, effective shocker, 
aspiring actress and horror-story afi- 
cionado Wright draws a connection 
between a series of grisly murders 
and the demented book she’s reading. 
Her cop boyfriend Rohner doesn’t 
think along the same lines, which 
makes things perilous for the girl 
when the killer starts pursuing her. 
I, Madman isn’t without flaws—such 
as an overreliance on stock shock 
setups and an irritatingly bad overdub 
job—but it’s refreshing to see a well- 
made chiller that doesn’t fall into the 
routine stalk ’n’ slash mold. Actual- 
ly, with a slightly better script and 
some ‘‘names’’ in the cast, this one 
could have been a mainstream horror 
hit. So much so, in fact, that the gore 
scenes—presumably the drawing 
card for a video audience—seem 
superfluous. Wright makes an ap- 
pealing heroine, though, and carries 
the movie over its rough spots. 

(Ed Hulse) 


TO DIE FOR 93 

Steve Bond, Sydney Walsh, 
Brendan Hughes. Directed by 
Deran Sarafian. 1989. Rated R. 
(Academy cassette, 94 min., 
Hi-Fi mono, $89.95) 

The erotic vampire movie, which 
was a staple of French fright cinema 
in the ’70s, has arrived on our shores 
with a vengeance: To Die For is, by 
my count, the fourth such opus to be 
released on video this year. Alas, 


KERNEL KEY 
<3 So bad, it’s bad 


A movie to fold 
& * ates 
£3 2 @ Recommended 


8800 Nn 


entertainment 





Hughes and Walsh vamp it up. 


they’re all pretty much the same. 
Dracula, or one of his disciples 
(Bond, in this one), grows weary of 
traipsing around and feeding on 
virgins, so he decides to woo a girl 
and settle down with her for all eter- 
nity. To Die For’s unlucky maiden is 
beautiful, successful real-estate agent 
Walsh, who doesn’t quite know what 
to make of this stranger. The movie 
looks slick; it’s well done technical- 
ly and acted with more sincerity than 
the plot deserves. But, ultimately, it’s 
just a time-killer. (Ed Hulse) 


THUNDER- 

GROUND 3 399 
Margaret Langrick, Paul Coufos. 
Directed by David Mitchell. 1989. 
Rated R. (SGE cassette, 92 min., 
Hi-Fi stereo, $89.95) 

The ridiculous title and twangy 
C&W tunes of this low-budget road 
movie made me sneer at first. Casey 
(Langrick), a con artist-hobo version 
of Rosalind from As You Like It, 
hooks up with Bird (Coufos), a 
dumber-than-Rocky, beefier-than- 
Norris pituitary case. Bird’s a fighter, 
Casey’s an opportunist. And so the 
betting starts. The only problem is 
that she’s taking hundreds of dollars 
of bets from homeless indigents. But 
never mind—there’s a good dose of 
bare-knuckle fighting to be had on the 
road to the ultimate big-money fight. 
Thus the partnership forms, with the 
requisite amount of sexual tension. 
Evenly directed and—egads!—well 
acted, Thunderground made me 
warm up to a story that should have 
left me reaching for a sweater. 

(John R. Quain) 
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RED LABEL 1-day delivery, extra charge "BLUE LABEL 2-day delivery, extra charge 


C.0.D. ULE IN THE U.S.A. 
WE SELL: VCR's, Camcorders, Video Cameras, TVs, 


Monitors, Accessories, All Panasonic Appliances. 
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Panasonic. 
SUPER LOW PRICES 
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CLAS StICS 


BROKEN BLOSSOMS x * * * 
Lillian Gish, Richard Barthelmess, 
Donald Crisp. Directed by D.W. Grif- 
fith. 1919. (HBO cassette, 94 min., Hi- 
Fi mono, $39.99) 


BY WILLIAM K. EVERSON 


Broken Blossoms is almost as fragile a 
movie as its title. It’s a piece of genuine 
screen poetry (one of the first) that 





Blossoms’ Gish: original beauty. 


transcended its source material (a Thomas 
Burke short story, The Chink and the 
Child). Its impact can easily be destroyed 
by the wrong kind of presentation. For ex- 
ample, it needs the right projection speed 
or its pace becomes frenetic. Kevin 
Brownlow and David Gill, in transferring 
it to video, have achieved the right speed 
and it makes a tremendous difference. 





William K. Everson is professor of film at 
New York University and The New School 
and the author of many books on movies. 





The picture also needs its original color 
tints and tones. In black and white (as it 
has too often been shown), the poetry 
recedes and the melodrama takes over. 
(Color was used for mood and emotion as 
well as the obvious use of blue for night.) 
Working from a new 35mm print that 
came from a color negative (itself made 
from an original 35mm toned print), 
Brownlow and Gill were able to approx- 
imate its original visual beauty. But there 
is just no way that the richness and subtle- 
ty of old 35mm nitrate color can be totally 
recaptured. Still, this new HBO video 
version of Broken Blossoms is a good ap- 
proximation of how it looked in 1919. 

The music is a mixed blessing. Louis 
Gottschalk’s original score has been 
reconstructed and glossed over a little in 
Carl Davis’ arrangement, but it’s still the 
original score. Students and historians 
will welcome it, and it’s an excellent ex- 
ample of the live-orchestra scoring of its 
day. On the other hand, scoring in those 
pre-radio days was often not subtle, as 
most audiences were not musically so- 
phisticated. Gottschalk’s score for Broken 
Blossoms is frankly melodramatic, and 
actually sometimes lessens the effects 
Griffith was achieving. Nevertheless, 
Griffith supervised it, collaborated on it, 
and was happy with it. 

A landmark in its day, Broken Blossoms 
was that comparative rarity: a movie that 
was innovative, an artistic success and a 
boxoffice smash, all in one. Barthelmess 
is stiff and none too convincing as the 
idealistic Oriental hero, but Gish is superb 
as the waif-heroine and her performance 
stands up to (and usually surpasses) all 
modern criteria. That she doesn’t con- 
vince (in her mid-20s) as a 12-year-old 
hardly matters, since that aspect of her 
role is conveniently overlooked in the 
subtitling. Incidentally, this tape edition 


offers a bonus in a lengthy introduction to 
the movie by Gish, filmed in London just 
a couple of years ago. 


KING LEAR «x xx 


Laurence Olivier, Colin Blakely, Anna 


Calder-Marshall, John Hurt, Robert 


Lindsay, Leo McKern, Diana Rigg, 
Dorothy Tutin. Directed by Michael 
Elliott. 1984. (Kultur cassette, 


158 min., Hi-Fi stereo, DS, $29.95) 
BY CLIVE BARNES 


How can anything so wrong in so many 
respects turn out to be so basically right? 
This version of Shakespeare’s King Lear 
is such a splendid record of a monumental 
performance by Olivier (the best of all his 
Shakespearean roles now immortalized 
on video) that it transcends all its blem- 
ishes, including Elliott’s capable, rather 
than inspired, direction. 

The difficulties with video Shakespeare 








ry cll 
Olivier’s Lear: incandescent. 


are enormous. Put simply, they are much 
the same as those besetting video opera— 
achieving a style that accepts the stage 
conventions of the form, yet still employ- 
ing the camera’s searching eye to com- 
manding effect. The compromises per- 
mitted here between movie realism and 
theatrical stylization prove very uneasy. 





P.O. Box 17882 


Milwaukee, WI 53217 
MON - FRI SAM-9PM CST 


800-558-0003 


VRV-11-89 
YEAR 
EXTENDED 


TO ORDER CALL TOLL FREE 5 


SAT 11AM-5PM CST 


@R40U  VHS-C w/case 
@RS870U 8-VHS/8:1 Zoom 
GR-877U 8-VHS/8:1 Zoom 
QR 8707U 8-VHS w/HI FI 
@F500 Full Se VHS 
8-VH8 Full Size 
4 Head/On Screen 


4 Head/LCD Remote 
4 Hd/Hi-FV/Unt-Remote 


IN WISC ORDERS 
ie ie mes wer | 414-357-8181 


Authorized Sony 


Video and Audio Dealer 


AUTHORIZED CANON 


u 


NO Extra Charge For Delivery 





4 HeadV/HFFVDigital Effects CALL 


INO Extra Charge For U.S. Warran 


VCRs 
A@ 1240 4Head/Mic Input 
AG 1730 4Head/H-FV/Jog Shut 
AG 1830 8-VHS/HI FVErs. Head 
AG 1960 8-VHS/HI FV/Jog Shut 


CAMERAS & CAMCORDERS 
AG 180 Full Size VHS - NEW! 
AG 450 Full Size 8-VH8 - NEW! 


WARRANTIES 


Camcorders 


VHS-C Format 

S-VHS-"C* Format 

S-VHS “C*/HI FU/Stereo CALL 
Full Size 6:1 Zoom CALL 
8:1 zoom/fly Ers head §=CALL 
operon Efts/1 tux CALL 
S-VHS/8:1 Zoom CALL 
S-VHS/Digital Sp EffectsCALL 
S-VHS/DigittayChar Gen CALL 


VCRs 


NEW SUPER VHS/ H+Fi CALL VIDEO DEALER 4 head/Bar Code CALL 
HP-s5500U NEW! NEWI NEW! NEW! = CALL 
HP-s6600U NEW! NEWI NEW! NEW! = CALL 


HR-s8000 Super VHS/ DigitaVHI-Fi_ = CALL 


NO Surcharge For Credit Cards 


FINAL DELIVERED COST CAMCORDERS 


All VCRS and Camoorders Delivered [VM 25AC 8-VH8/8:1 zoom w/case 
In the Continental U.S VM 27AC 8-VHS w/digital ef. w/case 
VM 29AC_ Digita/Sp. Effects 
VM 32AC 6:1 zoor3 lux/Index 
VM 33AC 8:1 zoomw/pistol grip w/case 


VM 34AC 8:1 zoom w/light & case 
VCRs 


AUTHORIZED PIONEER Jvitsao0 4 Heawon screen 
DEALER VH5495. 4 Head -HI Fl 


VH 5595 4 Head HI-Fi flying erasehead 


Super VHS/Bar Code 
Super VHS/Jog-Shuttle CALL 


Direct ED PLUS 
Lenses 
Lens Gaurd Kit 
Auto Focus - 2 lens kit 
Close Up / Wide View 
Hemispheric 
Acrobat (2 in 1) Kit 
2 X Telephoto 
4 X Telephoto 


AC/DC - 100W/ 50W 

AC - 250 W- Barn Doors 

AC/DC - Mini Light (NEW) 

3 Ib Nicad 

AC/DC - 150W\ 100W + Batt 
AC/DC - 1S50W\100W + Nicad 
All In one Light + Battery (NEW) 


Tilting Tele/Cine 
Tele/Cine macro 


Tele/Print ECZ-660 WMS20-l! WMS3-Pro 


IRDERING INFO: Prices For shipping & handling charges 1n Continental USA. For prices designated as call, please call 800-558-0003 for current price & avalinbility. For fast delivery plense send cashier's check or money order. Personal & company checks allow 14 business days to clear. Master 

im orders penne include card@expimation date & sigaature. C.O.D charges$3.00 per package. All other products please include 5% shipping & handling, minimum $5.00 HI, AK, FPO, APO, Puerto Rico and Canadian orders plense add 7% to all prices (including VCRS & Camcorders)minimum $7.00. 

U1 other forvign orders please add 15% shipping, minimmm $15.00. All orders shipped outside Continental USA are shipped first ciass Insured U.S. Mall. if forelgn shipping charges exceed minimum amount, you will be charged the additional amount to get your package to you quickly & safely. Al 
new & Include full factory warrnty. Due to our low prices all sales are final Defective video hardware must be taken te authorized factory center, call for infor-mation. Prices & availability subject to change without notice. WI Res add 5% mle tax 
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Canvas trees do not mingle easily with 
real, live horses! 

Nor is Olivier’s paper-rich supporting 
cast, assembled by Britain’s Granada TV 
with tremendous care, quite as fine in 
practice as it should have been. There are 
exceptions—notably Hurt’s whining Fool 
and Blakely’s bluffly loyal Kent. But 
chiefly it is Olivier’s show. 

Oddly enough, Olivier’s Lear on the 
stage (he only played it once, at the Old 
Vic in 1946, and I recall it well) was a 
failure (he was outacted by Alec Guin- 
ness’ Fool). But here, incandescent with 
age, refined with feeling, lean with pas- 
sion, he fills our screens with the image of 
genius and the presence of greatness. 


CASABLANCA * * * * 
Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid Bergman, 
Paul Henreid, Claude Rains. Directed 
by Michael Curtiz. 1943. B&W. (Two 
Criterion Collection/Voyager CAV 
discs, 103 min., plus untimed sup- 
plementary material, digital and analog 
stereo soundtracks, with audio commen- 
tary on analog track, $99.95) 


BY ROY HEMMING 


As time goes by, I must admit to being 
among those who find that Casablanca 
holds up better for repeat viewings than 
even Gone with the Wind or (yes, heresy 
be damned!) Citizen Kane. I’ve probably 
rewatched it, all the way through, more 
times than any of my nine other all-time 
favorite movies. Its fast-paced editing, 
ever-fascinating array of secondary char- 
acters, clever plot twists, and, of course, 
the remarkable chemistry between Berg- 
man and Bogart combine to hook me 
every time. 

But I was still unprepared for the gen- 
uine thrill I got watching this new laser 
disc edition. The print is extraordi- 
nary—transferred digitally from a 35mm 
archival nitrate, fine-grain master nega- 
tive, with a digitally remastered sound- 
track taken from an optical original. The 
folks at Criterion have earned all sorts of 
awards for their impressive work on other 
classics, and this disc ranks with their 
grade-A best. 

Except for some newsreel footage of the 
real Casablanca in the early ’40s, the sup- 
plementary disc materials are not as 
visually exciting as those on some other 
Criterions (they just weren’t available in 
the archives, regrettably). But there are 
some intriguing production notes detail- 
ing the censorship problems Warner 
Bros. had with the Breen Office about the 
original script, and editing notes by pro- 
ducer Hal Wallis that reveal him to be as 
much Casablanca’ real auteur as director 
Curtiz. There’s also a summary of a silly 
proposed sequel (understandably rejected 


by Warner Bros.), the original theatrical 
trailer and, on one of the audio tracks, a 
Lux Radio Theater condensation of the 
movie, with Alan Ladd and Hedy Lamarr, 
that proves how incomparable Bogart and 
Bergman are. Best of all is the detailed 
running commentary by film historian 
(and VR reviewer) Ron Haver that accom- 
panies the movie on Analog Track 2 and 
covers just about every conceivable tidbit 
about the planning, casting, making, edit- 
ing and reception of the movie. 


DARK SHADOWS 

VOLS. 1-4 kx 

Jonathan Frid, Joan Bennett, Kathryn 
Leigh Scott. Directed by Lela Swift. 
1966. B&W. (Four MPI cassettes, 
approx. 120 min. each, Hi-Fi mono, 
$29.95 for Vol. 1, $79.95 for a three- 
pack of Vols. 2-4) 


B Y JIM FARBER 


In the late 1960s, the supernatural TV 
soap opera Dark Shadows was responsi- 
ble for turning part of a generation of 
sweet-faced students into hell-bent Satan- 
ists, including yours truly. Every day I’d 
sprint home from school, leap in front of 
the TV set and gaze with rapt admiration 
as a bunch of vampires, witches and 
werewolves turned the world into a blood- 
caked column of evil. In reality, the daily 
show was far less scary or corrupt than the 
program which followed it, The Dating 
Game, but it had just enough outlaw spirit 
to rate as my first true vice. 

In the two decades since, Dark Shadows 
has been glimpsed around the country on- 
ly fitfully, through odd syndication deals. 
For its debut on video, MPI has chosen to 
synopsize the program’s first year with a 
15-minute overview on Vol. 1. That 
makes sense, since the show (which de- 
buted on June 27, 1966) didn’t move into 
full-force dementia until April 1967, 
when our vampire hero, Barnabas Col- 
lins, first appeared. 

The rest of MPI’s series offers eight 
hours’ worth of complete shows in order, 
with five programs per tape. Since the 
show was shot live, there are enough flubs 
to make them indistinguishable at times 
from bloopers tapes. Despite such crude- 
ness, the acting was generally quite good. 


The plots, while derivative, were still | 


inventively refigured, and the dialogue, 
while often arch, could be witty. Robert 
Cole’s terrific score needed no qualifica- 
tions whatsoever. 

MPI claims it will eventually issue all 
1,225 episodes—which, by my math, 
would equal 245 tapes, for a cost of 
roughly $7,500 for the whole set. That 
may sound like a dubious venture, but 
then, never underestimate the power of 
Satan. 














CopyCam 


Camcorder Enhancer 


by VIDEOLINK* 


Your camcorder 
can capture the moment 
Copycam™ 
can help you share it. 


Now you can make crystal clear 
copies of your camcorder videos for 
the whole family to enjoy! 


Simply hook up our new COPYCAM™ 
between your camcorder and your VCR and see 
the picture clarity return. This remarkable 
enhancer makes true changes fo the sharpness 
and detail of your copies 

Plus - COPYCAM’S™ unique “Audio Zoom’™ 
makes close-ups sound as loud and clear as if 
you were actually moving toward your subject! 
Use COPYCAM™ for every copy you make - 
you'll see and hear the differences - every time 


INTRODUCTORY $4995 


SPECIAL 





THE PROFESSIONAL VIDEO 
PRODUCTION CENTER 


The Vivanco A/V Processor offers a state of the art 
video processor and special effects generator for the 
experienced videographer/videophile 

Exceptional features include 


© Enhancer with 5 different controls, color corrector 
and soft focus 


* Auto white balance 

* Unlimited color generation 

* Variable wipe patterns including inverse 
* Audio and video fades and wipes 

* 4 output distribution amplifier 

© Split screen 

* Audio Mixing 

* Precision-accurate controls 


Plus - fades and wipes can be mixed together for 
unlimited creativity 


399995 


Exclusive SCART cable kit required for above 
unit ensures interference-free recordings $49.95 


NEW NY ORDER LINE: 800-634-1901 
For information: 516-759-1611 
Technical Advice Hotline: 516-759-1943 
10-12 Charles St., Glen Cove, NY 11542 


CODS WELCOME 
Not responsible for typographical errors 


in NY 800-634-1901 


Eo 


For additional information, circle No. 29 on Reader Service Card. 























AMERICAN | 
EXPRESS 


| imp THE ELECTRONIC 


MAILBOX 


NEW NY ORDER LINE: 800-634-1901 
For information: 516-759-1611 - Technical Advice Hotline: 
516-759-1943 .10-12 Charles Street, Glen Cove, NY 11542 


Dual Voltage as 
Battery 

Light Kit E 

NEW! Super charged 10w bulb with 
reflector shell gives 30-40w of light output 
Compact battery pack will run light for 
almost an hour and fits easily in your 
pocket or on your belt. Includes diffuser, 


Arkon 
Camcorder ——~, . 
Battery Charger ~~“ + 


Now you can easily charge your camcorder 
batteries ‘on the road’ from the cigarette lighter 
socket of your car! Recharges safely & quickly 
-Making your camcorder truly portable! 














RF Switcher 
3 in/3 out RF Switcher 


allows you to route cable, 
VCR, etc. to 3 different 


Improves the performance of your 
video camera, camcorder or VCR 
during recording, dubbing or 
viewing! Controls sharpness and 
detail for clear, crisp images. And, 
the split screen feature lets view A 
the affects of your enhancing locations 


$6995 $2995 


Ceo VC 


THE BEST VIDEO PROCESSOR WE'VE EVER 
OFFERED - For Improving Picture Quality During 
Playback or Editin 
JVC's state-of-the-art circuitry combines professional results with 
ease of use: 

e Joystick controller for easy color balancing 

e Simple color intensity adjustment 

e Detail enhancement circuit with switchable noise filter 

‘e Auxiliary audio and video faders plus a master fader for 


oer “(REG $349.00) $29900 


AZDEN. Video Editor 
Edit like a Pro-In no time at all 


Now you can create more enjoyable home movies with the 
Azden Video Editor. Cut, shorten, or rearrange scenes quickly 
and easily-with no complicated programming or set-up k 
e Edit as you view 
e Add background music 

or narration 
e Compatible with all VCRs 

& formats 


SOLIDEX 77 
vm2000'__ MAGICDUB 


=—- 


VIDEO TAPE AUDIO MIXER 
In Stereo 


music and narration to your 
videotapes without affecting the 
original soundtrack. Mix and 


record from four different sources! 
e High fidelity mic and cables included 
© AC or DC operation e 2 mic inputs 


A/V fader 


(REG $79.95) 


VIDEO 

CASSETTE 
REWINDER 
Specify VHS or Beta 


sate? I 7 rc6 $19.95 


8mm 
REWIND/ 
FAST 
FORWARD 


VIDEO 
CASSETTE 
REWINDER & 
FAST FORWARD 


= = 800-323-2325 


The Ultimate Contro! 
“= | Center with A/V Processing 


5 in/5 out A/V source selector 


e RF in/RF out for convenience 
Now you can add background) . vipeo-enhancer, color processor 


e@ AUDIO-DNR (noise reduction), 


full spectrum analyzer, audio 
dubbing, stereo synthesizer 


SALE $s] 49°? 26 $199.00) 


REWINDER 
VHS Rewinder in new 
popular shape! 


REG $29.95 


Not responsible for 
yp_graphical errors 


JXE-5 
IMAGE ENHANCER/SOURCE SELECTOR 


e Image enhancer with video noise suppression 
e Split screen for before/after comparison 

e 3 in/4 out A/V source selector 

e Built in RF converter & processer loop 


SALE $] 79° (REG $199.00) 


THE ULTIMATE VIDEO PRODUCTION CENTER 

Now you can do professional video production with one 
integrated, easy to use video editing processor 

e SPECIAL EFFECTS - 16 wipes and fades to 8 colors 

e IMAGE ENHANCER - Adds sharpness and detail 

e COLOR PROCESSOR - Joystick controlled color balancing 

e AUDIO MIXING - 2 aux. inputs, mic input level meter 

e 2 A/V in- 1 A/V out plus S-VHS in & out $59900 


G VIDEONICS DirectED Plus 
SRST 


Now You Can Make Professional 

Looking Movies .. . Complete With 

Titles, Graphics and Special 

Effects!! Here’s what Direct Ed will 

do for you: 

EDIT: Arrange your favorite scenes in any order. 

TITLE: Built-in character generator internal graphics (12 type styles 


and 64 colors) 
$5 49% 


SPECAIL EFFECTS: 17 types of fades or wipes 
LIBRARY: Index scenes for future use 
EASY TO USE: On screen instructions, wire- 
less remote control plus previewing feature! : 
(list $599.00) 


NOW WITH MORE GRAPHICS! 


Audio/Video 

S-VHS switcher 
(compatible with all VCR's, including S-VHS) 
The ultimate A/V selector lets you 
hook up your whole system for 
monitoring and/or dubbing 
e 4 in/2 out A/V source selector 
e 2 S-VHS input & output terminals 
e front panel inputs for easy 


camcorder connections $9995 
Also Available 

AVS20 same as above with audio 
mix control $119 


AVS10 


MEMOREX” 
AUTO 


CP4 
UNIVERSAL 
REMOTE 
CONTROL 




















e Replace up to 4 different 
remote controls 


charger and universal mounting bracket 


Remote Control 
AV/S-VHS Switcher 
Powerful AV selector combines 7 

in/7 out video terminals, 2 
monitor outputs - with the 
convenience of infra-red remote 
control. S-VHS terminals are 
provided with all sets of inputs 
and outputs. Dual operation 
provides two signal paths 


$749 i. $799.00) 


Replaces up to 8 

A/V remotes! 

Learns up to 126 
commands! Best of all, color- 
coded dedicated keys 


MP100 for VHS-C, 8mm 
MP110 for full size VHS_ = QNLY $4995 


CL514 AC Adapter $29.95 


Video Processing Center 
Color Processor/Enhancer/ Distribution Amplifier 
RF Converter PLUS Stabilizer 
Now you can sharpen and enrich your videos during editing, 
recording or playback! Built-in stabilizer eliminates picture flashing 
and jitters, and gain, color, tint and detail controls let you fine tune 
picture clarity and quality! 


CHARACTER 
GENERATOR 


Universal Titler adds Titles with ease to any system 

e 4 character sizes e 6 speed scroll 

e 124 characters e 20 charcters/line 
e 8 page memory e 7 lines/page 

e white lettering block typestyle 
Plus! Can be powered by video camera, AC 

adapter or AA batteries! s ] 99° 








ce SEG 200 


SPECIAL EFFECTS GENERATOR 


Combine professional level performance with easy 
operation. Finger touch pattern menu allows selection 
of effects, automatic and manual contro! over fades 
wipes and cuts, variable color/fade backgrounds. 


| 
stereo audio inputs and outputs' $39900 





MEMOREX 


JXS900 


[IC [ootey sunmoono 


SURROUND SOUND 
AMPLIFIER DS-10 
e Theatre-like sound in your 
home with true Dolby 
Surround Sound decoding 
e Built-in amplifier to power 
your speakers 


SALE $99%5 


BONDWELL 


UNIVERSAL . . 
REMOTE E 
CONTROL rage: CP® UNIVERSAL 


REMOTE CONTROL 


s| » Replace up to 8 different 
remote controls 
e Built-in clock-5 timers 
e Easy to program 
e Programs remote cablebox 


i with digital counter. 
i| Specify VHS or Beta 


REG $39.95 








with Digital Counter 


REG $49.95 


e Easy to program 


e Easy fo use 


$4995 


facilitates use! 


$5995 


true time shifting 


SALE 569% 




















Light with Battery 
Super versatile light delivers 20 minutes of 20w 
lighting per charge with NiCd battery. Extra 


control and 15° tilting head for close-up shots! 


$7995 CL6 Extra Battery $39.95 


@prex) 


Low-Priced 
All-in-One 
Video Light with 
Replaceable Battery 
Special 20w bulb delivers 50w 
of light intensity to keep colors 
brilliant! And, NP22 NiCd Battery 
(included) powers light for 20- 
25 minutes! Includes charger 
and diffuser. 


$6995 


Extra Batteries only $29.95 each! 





All-in-One 





OVL100 


and charger 






Constructed of tough, water- 
fesistant canrahide fabric 
Features 3 external pockets 


e sturdy-lined walls guard your 
equipment from shock 

© padded velcro partitions 

curved non-slip shoulder strap, 
carry handle and tripod straps 


VA33 VHS-C, 8mm 

13%" x 9° x 5%") $29.95 
VA34 Full Size VHS 

14%" x 81" x 6%") $39.95 


quality and appeal 
e thick polyfoam walls 


mesh pocket 


VM 4200 VHS-C, 8mm 
(13'2" x 8" 
VM 4800 Full Size VHS 
(16'2" 





SOLIDEX 77 








MONOPOD/ FLUID 
CHESTPOD HEAD 
Lightweight t 

eae TRIPOD 





$6995 


monopod. 
$ 39955 









Fluid panhead Opens to 61” 
provides smooth 
movement and extra 
camera protection 
Includes quick 
release. Opens SALE 
to 60” 





$4995 


REG $59.95 


Slim line works with 
your auto focus 


SPECIAL EFFECTS FILTER 
KIT 


Achieve the same spectacular video 8x Wide Angle 
effects the pros get! Turn any point 1.35x Telephoto 
of light into a brilliant star with the 
cross- = and so images of Deluxe 
Our subject with the multi-imager! j i 
Pus. Ww and polarizer filters! Y Video Wide 
Angle Lens 


Also Available: VIDEO FILTER KIT- 


includes UV and neutral density filters. 
adapter rings and storage pouch 


(REG $19.95) 


auto focus! 





won SUNPAK se THE ELECTRONIC 
Mone eo Vota wi al: Mont BOX 
ev 200 |Replaceable Battery CV20S wri owe NEW NY ORDER LINE: 800-634-1901 


Special 20w bulb generates 6Ow of light 
intensity. New lightweight design. Plus - 
features include removable diffuser for creative light} NiCd battery runs tight up to 40 minutes! 
Includes charger and soft light filter! 


@prex) (( 


Video Light with 


Replaceable Battery 
VS176-20w bulb delivers 
50-60w of light intensity 
Now takes NP66 battery 
which runs light for 35-40 
minutes! Includes battery 


$9g95 


Replacement Battery $39 95 





1 4 ls 
ud (ONTEX) coasfar a. 
Top Quality) = DELUXE eee Vi 
Deluxe Dameendor CAMCORDER SS ~O— Video ZOOM __ECz660 
Camcorder wea canal CARRYING CASE =| all Pro MICROPHONE 
4 re 
Caryalls ee Holds.VHS comcorders, botferes/& tapes HS7V 


Plush, rugged, waterproof 
CharHyde exterior with leather trim 
provides maximum protection 


@ large external pocket plus internal 
padded dividers, tripod carry strap 
2" x 61") $49.95 

x 9°x 9°) $59.95 


SOLIDEX 





Solidex’s most popular tripod features 


FLUID HEAD heavy duty fluid pan head plus, 
central column grip lock, large crank 
TRIPOD VT86 gear knob and panhead support 


Also Available: Pro Fluid Head Tripod 
(VT90) Similar to VI88E above plus 
tension adjustmient, tilt angle lock 
and heavy duty legs. Opens to 72” 


(REG $99.95) 


5 0) STANDARD VDO-PA s DELUXE 
(Optex) Se era (p) F HQ Marketing TELECINE 
@ Oo Professional ONE-TOUCH home mowes on video Tape 
LENS SET (D) Oamiedneerilshess Auto-Flip Tele/Wide Video Lens lt a ets 


Get more into your shots without 
stepping backward. Dramatically 
increases your camcorder's field of view 
a full 50%. Slim line works with your 
























fesec For information: 516-759-1611 . Technical Advice Hotline: 
ibisrage 516-759-1943 .10-12 Charles Street, Glen Cove, NY 11542 


==>) 800-323-2325 


lar 
fon WMS20 II 


Je WMS-PRO| WIRELESS 


iiofessional ee 2 MIC SYSTEM 
Wireless Microphone Pickup sound ‘at the source’ 
System 250’ Range e Includes lavalier and hand 








Not responsible for 
typographical errors 


















| SUNPAK 


All-in-One 





Auto CV300 
Videolight/Battery with 
Sensor Automatically 
adjusts light output! 


Now you can get perfect lighting 
every time you shoot. New 
compact light automatically 













adjusts light output from 18-30w A 
orient e Professional version of the popular held mics 
e Exclusive breaker system WMS-20 VHF system provides 250 e 100’ range 






range with virtually no interference 
Includes powerful hand held & tie clip 
mics and 2 frequency operation. A | 


© Battery runs 25-35 minutes! 
@ Includes 2 hour quick charger! 


$1492 


CL-5 Extra Battery $59.95 





e 2 channel system 









must for quality audio 


$] 99° (list $249.00) 


REG $99.00 





















Beam in on the sound in front 
without recording side noises! 2 
position switch-zoom in “long” 


weal by (19x 14x 7) 
95 









HEADSET/BOOM 
MICROPHONE 






Also Available 








V95 8mm (18! x 10’ x 6) $59.95 position, and wide angle in 
CC, RT, e Add narration as you're ‘short’ position. 45’ range 

os ¥, video taping! Overcomes autofocus noises! 
CamPocket e Monitor Camcorder audio! 














Lightweight carrying holster 
provides instant access to 
your camcorder. Tough, 
padded nylon construction 


SCH - fits 8mm, VHS-C $29.95 





REG $65.00 
Also Available: ECV 330 
Zoom position only §39%° 







(REG $39.95) 
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CAMCORDER J £/ 
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HANDS- \'§ | 

FREE RW RESTS \ SM ATTENTION VHS-C OWNERS: 
Greatly improve comfort VHS-C Adapters now in stock 

CAMCORDER and stability fated yeas C tapes on a 

SUPPORT CR 202 Flat Base Cameras $39.95 $3995 

Model CS2000 CR 201 Stepped Base Cameras$39.95 (not for 8mm) 






Universal support sits 
comfortably on your 
shoulder supporting your 
camcorder while you direct 


the action! $5995 


REG $69.95 


Ta) | +RECOTON 


BEAMASTER 


Deluxe FM100 


Amplified Stereo 
FM Antenna 
















CAMCORDER 
SUPPORTER/ jf 


with quick release | 


$3995 
















best reception 
ever! 





$9995 

















































Switches between a 55x wide angle and 


nverts home m 
a 1 5x telephoto without removing the Conveds Nome mavies.ong slides 


to video, Large 8 x 10 screen 
SALE S29 peg $39.95 








These popular ienses increase your 
camcorder's capabilities -& let you 
create higher quality videos! 


Y, PROFESSIONAL 
CAMCORDER 


Ay ~ 
TELEPHOTO LENS 
2.0x magnification $98.00 
3.0x magnification 219.00 
a oN Imagnificatign 249.00 


lens from your camcorder! 
The ultimate in flexibility! 


$9995 




















) Super VHS Cables 
Highest quality S-VHS cables 
feature top grade wire with 24K 
gold plated terminals for best 
signal reception 
3 feet $29.95 

9 feet $39.95 













LT2000 2x telephoto - 

increase zoom by 100%! $98.00 
E1565 1.5x telephoto plus 
.65x wide angle, 2 piece set $79.95 







6 feet $34.95 


$7995 


1 : 4.0xtelezoom 249.00 





For additional information, circle No. 29 on Reader Service Card. 






































COMPARE 


AND SAVE! 
== HINEN 


Professionally 
Clean Your VCR- 
You Can’t Afford Not To! 


HO-6150 ALLSOP 
VHS CLEANING 
SYSTEM (refillable) 


Refill kit includes cleaning 
ribbon , cleaning felts, and 

1 02. fluid. Good for 150 
Cleanings. Lifetime Warranty. 


SPECIAL VALUE! 


HO-6100 ALLSOP 
VHS CLEANING 
SYSTEM 


Cleans heads, tape path and 
tape drive, Good for 75 clean- 
ings. Non-refillable. Lifetime 
Warranty. 


HO-6500 ALLSOP 
8mm CLEANING 
SYSTEM 


Cleans head and tape path 
Brighter colors, sharper 
pictures, better sound 


A comfortable secure fit when 
you tote your camcorder. 
Padded shoulder section 
sure-lock rings. 


HO-0795 LENS 
CLEANING KIT « seit “con 
Free with any order ae 


SOMETHING MISSING? 
Ask for Dept. 206 

... for specs and prices on any camcorder accessory not 
shown. It’s bound to be part of our complete value- 
priced line. To order, have VISA, American Express, Dis: 
covery or MasterCard handy, and call Toll-Free. Complete 
satisfaction guaranteed, or full purchase price refunded, 
if items returned intact. Contact for authorization. 


9 am to 5 pm E.S.T Mon - Fri 


1-800-231-0031 





For additional information, circle No. 89 on Reader Service Card. 
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BIG TIME «xxx 

Tom Waits. Directed by Chris Blum. 
1988. (Fries cassette, 87 min., 
Hi-Fi stereo, $89.95) 


B Y JIM FARBER 


The world Tom Waits creates on stage 
is a red-light district filled with wild and 
broken dreams. His look and sound sug- 
gest a garbage can full of ideas. There are 
berserk tarantellas, mad waltzes, sick 
rumbas and drunk Irish ballads rumbling 
around in his music—comprising a kind of 
psychotic’s Top 40. Waits is just as alarm- 
ing visually. With his mock-palsied de- 
meanor and barfly outfits, backed by an 
elaborate, fleabag set, he comes off like 
the most witty/wise/terrifying street per- 
son imaginable. 

Given the artful sleaze of the staging, 
it’s no wonder Big Time (taped during 
Waits’ 1987 tour and released in theaters 
in 88) rates as the performer’s most dra- 
matic piece. Problems arise, however, 





Time waits for Tom Waits. 


when director Blum tries to beef things up 
with theatrical bits of his own. Through- 
out Waits’ performance, Blum intercuts 
intentionally crude scenes of the star play- 
ing a sort of usher/bookie, broken up by 
television static. The point is to extend the 
clutter and dislocation of the performance, 
but, unfortunately, most of these scenes 
come off as digressions. 

The director is far more successful with 
his sonic impositions, tossing in various 
sounds of urban danger—sirens, gun 
blasts or car horns. In the world of Waits, 
these sounds are entirely redefined, com- 
municating not just fear but a great humor 
as well. There’s something funny and 
scary in the scene in which Waits garbles 
beat poetry while standing under an um- 
brella that’s on fire. 





Jim Farber isa critic and columnist for the 
New York Daily News and Rolling Stone. 


What’s more, there’s beauty here as 
well—a feeling that Waits fully indulges 
for the ravishing finale, ‘“Innocent When 
You Dream’’ (which features him singing 
standing fully clothed in a bathtub). By 
communicating these emotions simultane- 
ously, Waits winds up with a unique 
worldview—a wry, accepting look at the 
tawdry ordinariness of all our lives. 


NANCY WILSON AT 
CARNEGIE HALL * * * 
Nancy Wilson, Carl Anderson, 
Orchestra conducted by Masahiko 
Satoh. Directed by Blaine Novak. 1989. 
(V.I.E.W. cassette, 111 minutes, Hi-Fi 
stereo, $29.95) 


B. Y Re CpR eee OuNv Ann ’Y 


When Nancy Wilson appeared at the 
1987 JVC Jazz Festival in New York, 
some people grumbled that she seemed an 
inappropriate choice, particularly ona bill 
headlined by the venerable Joe Williams 
and the Count Basie Orchestra. That mat- 
tered little to thousands of Wilson 
devotees who assembled that night in 
Carnegie Hall—and it matters not at all 
now that Wilson’s portion of the evening 
has been released on video. 

Perhaps the jazz-fest setting dictated the 
breakneck tempo of the opening selection: 
the Kern-Mercer ‘‘Dearly Beloved.’’ 
Johnny Mercer’s lyric deserves more of 
the attention that Wilson admirably 
lavishes on less worthy material later in 
the program. Four of the selections are 
from her then-new album, Forbidden 
Lover. Balladeer Carl Anderson, who 
sang on the album, joins Wilson for the ti- 
tle track and ‘‘First Time on a Ferris 
Wheel,’’ an Anderson single. The balance 
of the 10 titles are of the ‘‘greatest hits”’ 
variety, including, as an encore, ‘‘How 
Glad I Am,’’ which earned Wilson the 
1964 Rhythm and Blues Grammy, despite 
formidable competition from Sam Cooke, 
Dionne Warwick and the Supremes. 

Sonically, the string section doesn’t 
stand a ghost of a chance against the asser- 
tive rhythm players. The stereo spread 
seems minimal. Wilson’s voice, how- 
ever, is well served, although at least one 
selection, ‘‘You Know,’’ was redone 
after the concert. 

The camerawork is a wee bit busy. Wil- 
son seldom gets through one line of a song 
without a dissolve or two. This is less a 
reflection of the content of the perform- 
ance than the director’s overdone desire to 
be visually arresting. In spite of such 
flaws, this is a fine video record of the 
state of Nancy Wilson’s art. 

Rich Conaty is an assistant curator of New 
York’s Museum of Broadcasting and the 
host of WFUV’s The Big Broadcast. 





All Popular 
Brands 
In Stock! 


~aMcort 
GRpLACE! 
Barreny 


|, Call For | 
Prices! 


y.0824 
PY ER 
B  camconDen 
CAM AGEMENT 
REG ATTERY, 
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CAMCORDER REPLACEMENT BAT TERY 


HO-0820 Sony-type NiCd 


High power 1400 mA NiCd fits in the palm of your hand! 
One Only $39.95 Two For Only 59.92 You Save 19.97 


HO-0825 Sony Battery 
One Only $49.95 Two For Only 74.92 You Save 24.97 








HO-0822 RCA-type Ni-Cd 
Record for 2 extra hours. Snaps onto camcorder. 
One Only $69.95 Two For Only 104.92 You Save 34.97 





HO-0828 RCA Battery 
One Only $69.95 Two For Only 104.92 You Save 34.97 





HO-0823 Panasonic-type Gel-Cell 
2000 mA sealed (same as PV-BP80) : 
One Only $49.95 Two For Only 74.92 You Save 24.97 





HO-0827 Panasonic/JVC Grip-Type Ni-Cd (VHS-C) 
Slim 55mA for latest models. 


One Only $42.95 Two For Only 64.42 You Save 21.47 


1-800-231-003 


9AM-5 PM E.S.T., Mon.-Fri. 


HO-8000 VAL-U-POWER 
Rechargeable BATTERY 
Runs Camcorder 

up to 4 hours! 

Holds charge 

6 months! 


484 Sunrise Highway 
Rockville Centre, 
New York 11570 


GREAT FOR 
CELLULAR 
PHONES! 


H-10001 DirectED PLUS 
\W Now Anyone With a Camcorder 
Can Make Great Home Videos! 
Create professional looking productions. Automated edit- 
ing, spectacular titles, graphics and special je § 
effects in 64 colors. Wireless remote, 


CALL FOR LOW PRICE 


HO-0628 
MIKE & MIX 
Audio Mixing 
for Video 


Add quality narration 
and music to videos! 


Sells elsewhere be 
for $79.95 
HO-0618 TABLE POD 


Best buy for your cam- 
corder—Provides smooth, 


i jitter-free results! 
6c 
s) 


HO-0651 ALL-IN-ONE TRANSFER 
Photos-Films-Slides to video tape. 


Selector switch controls 
intemal mirror. Directly 
videotapes prints up to 
4” x 6" slides and films, 
Built in Macro lens. 


HO-07 
VIDEO TAPE/WINDER CLEANER 


Rewind or fast-forward in 3 minutes! Extends life and 


quality of tapes. Wet cleaning system eo 
(fluid incl). Soft brush appli- 
cators cleanse automatically. 
FREE BONUS GIFT! 
HO-0795 LENS CLEANING KIT 
Everything you need to keep + 


lenses, filters sparkling. 
Removes dust, smears, « 
finger prints. 


Free with any order of $25 or more 


For additional information, circle No. 89 on Reader Service Card. 


HO-0629 A/V MAESTRO 


Create professional-style sound track and sharper 
dupes. Three channels for multi-layered sound. 
Mix and fade between camcorder audio, music, 


narration, pe 


HO-0855 HAVEN’S UNIQUE 
AC/DC ONE-GUN POWERLITE 


T’av battery and SOW quartz-halogen light; provides 
20-25 minutes of brilliant 

lighting. AC adapter (incl. 

NiCd battery recharges up 

to 1000 times. 

Recharger included. 


HO-8500 Unique VAL-U- 
POWER and LIGHT SET 


150W AC / 100W DC 
Light plus 

HO0-8000 Battery 
Economical, powers 
camcorder up to 4 hrs 
of light for % hr 

or more, 


‘ 
HO-0365 FLIP- 
FLOP 2-in-1 lens 
Flip the 1.5 x telephoto and it 
instantly becomes 0.6 wide angle 
without taking it off the 
camcorder. 50% more zoom; 
60% wider field of view, 


3 multi-coated glass elements. 
HO-0623 WIRELESS 


; ‘PASS AROUND’ MIKE 


i P More RF high-frequency output, 
y for outstanding acoustical accuracy 

in group recordings. Transmits up to 300 

ft, eliminates hum from camcorder's motors. 


SOMETHING MISSING? 


Ask for Dept. 205 at 
1-800-231-0031 


. . for specs and prices on any camcorder 
accessory not shown. It’s bound to be part of our 
complete value-priced line. To order. have VISA. 
American Express. Discovery or MasterCard handy 
and call Toll-Free. Complete satisfaction guaran: 
teed. or full purchase price refunded. if items 
returned intact. Contact for authorization. 
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T H CE A RTS 
KLASSIX 13: MOZART 
BEETHOVEN, SCHUBERT, 
BRAHMS x * * 

Balint Vazsonyi, Anthony Quayle. 
Directed by Nicholas Vazsonyi. 1987. 
(Four MPI cassettes, approx. 55 min. 
each, Hi-Fi stereo, $24.95 each) 


BY ALLAN KOZINN 


Hungarian pianist Balint Vazsonyi is 
the spark plug behind this interesting new 
series of composer biographies that con- 
quer most, although not all, of the prob- 
lems inherent in condensing a prolific ar- 
tist’s life into an hour of video. With the 
late actor Quayle as a foil—playing a 
music lover who knows something of the 
great works but little of the men who 
wrote them—Vazsonyi offers a great deal 
of information in an easygoing, conversa- 
tional way. There is, of course, lots of 
music, well performed, if fragmentary. 

The four tapes stand on their own nice- 
ly, but they are clearly intended to be 
viewed chronologically as a set. Quayle 
and Vazsonyi (often together, sometimes 
on their own) visit the composers’ houses 





Allan Kozinn is a New York Times music 
critic and a contributor to Keynote, Stage 
Bill and other publications. 


and other sites of significance—from 
taverns to graveyards in Bonn, Vienna, 
Hamburg and other places. They read 
from the composers’ letters (Beethoven’s 
soliloquy on his increasing deafness, for 
instance), from contemporary writings 
and, in some cases, from other works that 
inspired them (Shakespeare’s The Tem- 
pest, again on the Beethoven tape). 

Each tape takes a slightly different ap- 
proach to its composer. The Mozart in- 
stallment has some costumed dramatiza- 
tions, as does the Brahms; these, for- 
tunately, are fleeting touches rather than 
central elements. The Schubert tape is 
done particularly nicely: the dark, wind- 
ing piano figure that opens ‘‘Der Leier- 
mann’’ from Winterreise serves as a leit- 
motif; after some general introductory 
discussion, Vazsonyi and Quayle split up, 
one taking Schubert’s life from his birth 
forward, the other from his death 
backward, offering a split focus that keeps 
things moving quickly. 

There is some gorgeous footage here, 
and an entirely musical balance of move- 
ment and rest. There is some silliness too. 
Supporting the proposal that Beethoven 
was a visionary and that his music speaks 
to (and of) the future and about titanic 
power, a fragment of the Fifth Symphony 
is set to footage of a space shuttle launch; 
tornadoes and hurricanes are visual ac- 
companiments to the “‘Eroica,’’ and ex- 





MAKING A GREAT VIDEO 
INCLUDES QUALITY SOUND 00! 


by olUl meorslaavsie-Monanlence)©)ave)aremicmelanialerelitqvel((e)at- 1p 
meaning that it picks up all sounds, even those you 
don’t want. And, when shooting from a distance, you 
Wvelaha ele a 0) oh ta\-mVco)(e-Mo)me)0|a-10] 0) [1018 

Azden, the leader in quality audio for video, makes a jij 
full line of mics, wireless, zoom, and narration. Here 
are our best-selling models. 


ad 


lint 


Me 


(hi th 


——m 


6 
{ Top of the line 
\ WMS-Pro. 
ity H ny) AVHF wireless sys- 
M Mi tem with over 300 ft 
| \ iM range. Comes with 2 


TAN aq i I mics, 2 frequencies, 
\) \\ q{ I) 
NM 


io : 
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shoe mount. 


16) V1. DvEO- RE NOW. 


ECZ-660 
$100 


ECZ-660 zoom mic. 
Uni-directional mic 
allows you to zoom in 
on subjects voices, 
reducing side noises. 
2 positions—narrow 
& wider. 


HS-7V headphone 
w/boom mic. 

Add narration as you 
record. Picks up 
some ambient sound 
for ‘‘presence’’. Or 
use headphone to 
monitor sound 


® 
A y 'p) = Pol 147 New Hyde Park Rd. 
Franklin Square, NY 11010 


QUALITY YOU CAN HEAR 


(516) 328-7500 





For additional information, circle No. 82 on Reader Service Card. 





ploding volcanoes are matched to the 
Scherzo of the Ninth Symphony (an idea 
Stanley Kubrick explored to better effect 
in A Clockwork Orange). 

The musical excerpts are not identified 
until the end of the tape—and then, regret- 
tably, are not listed in the order of ap- 
pearance, but by genre. Anyone attracted 
to a specific piece heard along the way 
will not always come away from these 
tapes knowing what to look for. Subtitles 
would have done wonders. 


BRITTEN: 

WAR REQUIEM xxxx 
Laurence Olivier, Nathaniel Parker, 
Owen Teal. Directed by Derek Jarman. 
1988. (London/PolyGram CLV disc, 
89 min., CX stereo, ADD, $34.95) 


BY CHRISTIE BARTER 


Just as a movie’s musical soundtrack is 
written both to accompany and enhance 
the dramatic impact of what you see on the 
screen, so Jarman’s visually eloquent 
treatment of Benjamin Britten’s War Re- 
quiem serves here as an accompaniment 
to, and a forceful enhancement of, what is 
a powerful concert work to begin with. 

The British director is not out to tell a 
story of men and women at war, but rather 
to elucidate (in the literal sense of that 
word) an acknowledged musical master- 
piece that combines the liturgy of the 
Mass for the Dead with nine poems by the 
British poet Wilfred Owen, the leading 
poet-of-protest against World War I. The 
work is as strong a plea for brotherhood as 
any yet produced in musical terms—and 
Jarman’s visuals match it brilliantly as an 
indictment of man’s inhumanity to man 
and the suffering war produces. 

There are characters named Wilfred 
Owen (played by Parker), the Unknown 
Soldier (Teal), the Old Soldier (Olivier) 
and others such as the Nurse, the Mother, 
the German Soldier and the Blinded 
Soldier. They move in a sort of mime 
depicting the horrors of the battlefield as 
well as the heroic fortitude of those who 
‘talso served’’ back home. Images remini- 
scent of the dark paintings of Goya are 
interlaced with actual wartime footage. 
Cumulatively, it all packs a terrific wallop. 

The musical track derives entirely from 
the splendid 1963 London/Decca audio 
recording of the War Requiem conducted 
by the composer himself, with soprano 
Galina Vishnevskaya, tenor Peter Pears 
and baritone Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau. 
It, too, packs a wallop, benefiting here 
from digital remastering. My only com- 
plaint is the lack of a printed text (which 
the audio LP and tape have). 





Christie Barter is the music editor of 
Stereo Review and former associate 
editor of Musical America. 



















GUARANTEED UNBEATABLE PRICES! 


from THE CAMCORDER CAPITAL OF TEXAS! 
SHIPPING WITHIN 24 HOURSI. . . *10 DAYS EXCHANGE 


All Public Schools & State Universities Purchase Orders Welcome 





GUARANTEED 

ON TIME DELIVERY 
fold 

3 VHS TAPES 







Canon 


NEW! 


SUPER VHS-C MOVIE 
Hi Fi Stereo, Fly Erase 
Head, 8x Zoom 


~ HIGH BAND 8MM 
Sound, 400 Lines Reso., 
10X Zoom, Hi-Fi Stereo 


8MM MOVIE 
360,000 Pixels 8x1 Zoom, 
Super Imposer 7 Lux 


VHS-C MOVIE 
8xZoom, Insert Edit, Retake, 
Dubbing, 4Pg. Superimpose 


Canon 4 


E640 8MM 


Panasonic 
PV-530 


ye 





t ia 


FULL SIZE VHS MOVIE 
Digital Effects, 10W. Color 
Enhanc. Light B/in Spkr 


Hi BAND 8MM MOVIE 
Auto Frame, Focus Mem., 
Zoom Mem., A.F., Macro 


TOSHIBA 


SK-F200 


svi‘ 
SUPER VHS-C MOVIE 


4 Page Superimpose 8 to 
1 Zoom, 8 Heads 


FULL SIZE VHS MOVIE 
8x Zoom, 4 Lux, VHS Index, 
Auto Focus 


Panasonic 


kL hs 
HIGH BAND 8MM MOVIE 
Auto Frame, Focus Mem., 
Zoom Mem., A.F. Macro. 


FULL SIZE VHS MOVIE 
8x Zoom, Flying Erase 
Head, Audio Video Edit 


TOSHIBA 
CX-3288 


CARVER | 
CARVE TWIN TURBO | 
HOLOGRAPHY SPEAKER 

SYSTEM 

27" CTK-2790S 
31°CTK-3198S 

On Screen Graphic 


Remote Cont. Swiv. Mot:, ~ 
Equil. Broadcast Stereo 


S-VHS Input, B/in Base 


BEST HOME EDIT VCR 
HI Fi Stereo, A/V Tracking, 
Jog Shuttle, Fly Erase Head 


Built in Time Base Correct, 
Jog Wheel, Fly Erase Head 


Panasonic vis 
PROFESSIONAL INDUSTRIAL EDITING SYSTEM 


AG7500A AG7510 


Independent. Left/Right Channel, Dubbing, 
Plus/Minus 2 Frames, Direct Dubbing 


Panas 
PV-S575 


NEW! 


SVS 


FULL SIZE VHS MOVIE 
Digital Effects, 1 Lux, 
8x Zoom, A/V Dubbing, 


CCD-F45 
New! 


Also In Stock CCD-V99 


8:1 Zoom, Superimpose 
4 Page 


6X Powerzoom, 3 Zone 
Focusing, Manual Iris, 


8MM MOVIE 
8x Zoom, Flying Erase 
Head, Edit Switch 


wes] 
¢ 


FULL SIZE VHS MOVIE 
8xZoom 10W Light, 3 Lux, 
Manual Iris, VHS Indexing 


FULL SIZE DIGITAL MOVIE 


8 to 1 Power Zoom, Pro- 
Edit System 


S-VHS-C MOVIE 
8x, 2 Spd Zoom, Fly Erase 


Hd.,4PgS/imp., InsertEdit | Date & Time, Weighs 2ibs 


ba a: PNtyeatelarc-te mmm VINOLTA = 
SONY ee = 
Dealer * 4 
a 


Call for Price 
on Camcorders 
TV’s & VCR’s 


8MM MOVIE HIGH BAND 8MM 


8-1 Power Zoom, Man. Iris, 
4 Lux, High Speed Shutter 


FULL SIZE VHS MOVIE 
8xZoom, Flying Erase 
Head, 3 Lux, A/V Dubbing Superimp., Charac. Gen. 
Panasonic 


AG-~450 


= 


INDUSTRIAL PROF. MOVIE 
Fly Erase Head, 10x Zoom, 
Manual Iris, W/Hard Case 


FULL SIZE S-VHS MOVIE 
2 Spd 8x1 Pwr Zoom, 10W 
Col. Enh. Light, bit/in Spkr. 


Canon xapsror 


RC-250 


FULL SIZE VHS MOVIE 
8x Variable Spd Zoom, 
4 Pg. Imp., Fly Erase Head 


or 
—_f 
HIGH BAND STILL VIDEO 
Built in playback with 50 


images ona disc, and 
auto shooting and flash 


8MM PRO MOVIE 
Water Resist. Hsing, Pro 
Edit Circ., Fly Erase Hd. 


FULL SIZE VHS MOVIE 
12x Zoom, 4 Lux, A.F., 
Flying Erase Head 


FULL SIZE VHS MOVIE 
8x Zoom, 3 Lux, 10W Light, 
Flying Erase Head 


SONY PIONCER 


NEW! 


JVC 


AV-3589S 
AV-3189S 


CARVER* 


Sonic 
Holography” 
Stereo MTS 
27" CX-2788 
32” CX-3288 
CF-3254J 


3-Dimensional Sound 
Built-in Sub-Woofer 


27"/32" 
S-VHS Input, 
TV/Monitor, 


SRS Surround Sound 
Up to 600 lines Reso. 


700 Lines Reso., Diby Surr., 
40W Stereo, L/Remote 


Rea j - ./Rec. 
S-VHS Input, Dig. Pic/Pic. 


TOSHIBA SVHS| JVC yew 
SV-F990 a 


] ea = or HRS-8000 


SUPER VHS EDIT RECORDER | 6 HEAD DIGITAL SUPER VHS 


Video Scanner, Digital Broadcast Stereo Hi-Fi 
Special Effects! Jog Shuttle | Flying Erase Heads 


=vus5 | PIONEER <>» 
‘J CDVIDEO 
CLD-2070/CLD-3070 


= 


Plays all 5 Disc sizes, 425 
Lines Resol., Dig. Audio, 


vs 
VIDEO EDIT PROCESSOR 


16 Wipes/5 Patterns 
Video Enhancer 


Panasonic 
SSVHs INDUSTRIAL DECK 


AG-1960 


WJMX10 


Spec. Eff. Gen., Wipes/ | S-VHS Dig. Spec. Eff. P/P, Hi 
Fades, Mix B/in Gen. Lock | Fi Stereo Sd., Fly Erase Hd. 


S-VIDEO MONITOR 
420 Line Resolution. 
S-Video In/Out 


Jog Shuttle, Flying Erase 
Head, Hi-Fi Stereo 


SMALLEST 8MIM IN THE WORLD 
6x Pwr. Zoom, Superimp., 


360,000 Pixels 8x1 Zoom, 














OVER 
100 DIFFERENT 
CAMCORDERS 
apexes [eleh)-aai ie)" ) 








Jvc 


GRS 707U 


S-VHS-C MOVIE 
HiFi Stereo, 2 Spd 8xZoom, 
Full Auto w/Man. Override 


{ 


FULL SIZE VHS MOVIE 
8xZoom, 10 Watt Light, 3 
Lux Man. Iris, VHS Index. 







ve" 








VHS-C MOVIE 
Fly Erase Head, A/F from 
Tele to Macro, Light Weight 





FULL SIZE VHS MOVIE 
3 Lux, 10W Light, Flying 
Erase Head 


4” TV W/8MM PLAYER 
AC/DC, Portable, Color 


J vc Hyper--Sass 


Sound 
AV-2779S Lh 
More than 600 lines, 


Svus_ input, dual RF, 
learning remote 


|SURAOUND| 


“@ VIDEONICS 


Pro ED PLUS ~ 
Graphics & Charac. Gen 
Storage Library 


Panasonic ag-s6o 


a 


%, 
Sy, 


10” PORTABLE TV/VCR 
Auto Repeat, for Dynamic 
Video Presentations 














ALL ITEMS SHIPPED DAILY FROM ONE OF OUR 3 LARGE WAREHOUSES ~~ * 2°"... 4413 BLUE BONNET 
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OPERA FAVORITES 

WITH DOMINGO AND 

TE KANAWA x ** 

Placido Domingo, Kiri Te Kanawa, 
Mirella Freni, Hermann Prey, Vladimir 
Atlantov, Agnes Baltsa. Directed by 
Humphrey Burton, Brian Large, John 
Vernon, Preben Montell. 1988 compila- 
tion. (HBO cassette, 59 min., Hi-Fi 
stereo, $39.99) 


BY ROY HEMMING 


Opera purists may turn up their noses 
and disdain operatic ‘‘highlights’’ pro- 
grams, but with the right performers and 
the right excerpts they can be effective in- 


troductions to unfamiliar repertory or fas- 
cinating samplers of the work of specific 
singers in a variety of roles. This video 
album wins points on both counts. There 
are scenes taken from opera telecasts from 
London’s Covent Garden, Milan’s La 
Scala and the Arena di Verona in Italy. The 
Six Operas represented are, for the most 
part, not the best-known ones that the 
movies and TV usually fall back on, but 
those that both opera addicts and uniniti- 
ated newcomers can appreciate equally. 
Tenor Domingo and soprano Te Ka- 
nawa possess, of course, two of the 
greatest voices in the world today—and, 
happily for the video age, they are also 
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two of the most photogenic of opera stars. 
Actually, they sing together in only one of 
the tape’s six sequences: Puccini’s Manon 
Lescaut. He appears with other co-stars in 
excerpts from Ernani, Tales of Hoffmann 
and Girl of the Golden West, and she with 
others in Otello and Die Fledermaus (with 
Domingo in the pit as conductor for that 
last one). Domingo’s ringing ardor and 
passion dominate all his scenes, just as Te 
Kanawa’s cooler eloquence reigns in 
hers. Most memorable: Te Kanawa’s 
“‘Willow Song’’ from Otello and Dom- 
ingo’s Hoffmann arias. 

Sound and camerawork are best in the 
four Covent Garden excerpts, and there 
are English subtitles for all the arias. 





DOCUMENTARY 


PORTRAIT OF 

AFRICA * * x 

Music by Vangelis, Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo, Miriam Makeba. Directed by 
Dann Moss. 1989. (Paramount cassette, 
Hi-Fi stereo, 56 min., $29.95) 


BY WILLIAM LIVINGSTONE 


In most TV documentaries, the great 
beauty of Africa is overshadowed by the 
continent’s environmental disasters and 
cosmic social problems. This videocas- 
sette, however, aims to please rather than 
to instruct. It consists of strong, beautiful 
images of Africa’s plains and stark moun- 
tains, its harsh deserts contrasted with 
lush rivers, lakes and waterfalls. Africa’s 
exotic fauna—camels, elephants, flam- 
ingos, giraffes, lions, monkeys, etc.— 
make cameo appearances. 

As part of an ecosystem, man is shown 
in an intimate relationship with his sur- 
roundings. We see tribesmen and women 
engaged in the most basic human activi- 
ties—tilling the soil, gathering firewood, 
fishing, making cloth and practicing their 
arts and crafts. They make it easy to 
believe that the wellsprings of human life 
were located in Africa. 

The lack of narration strengthens the 
impact of the visual images, which are 
suitably underlined with New Age music 
by the synthesizer artist Vangelis, with in- 
terludes of authentic folksong. The sound 
quality is unusually good, with rather 
dramatic stereo separation. 

It is, however, inaccurate to call this a 
portrait of Africa, since it was filmed only 
in Kenya and Tanzania, without a glimpse 
of South Africa or any of the countries of 
the Mediterranean and Atlantic coasts. 
But viewed as simply a taste of Africa, it 
bears repeated watching. 





William Livingstone is $ editor- at-large of 
Stereo Review. 
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CHAMPIONS 

FOREVER * * x 
Muhammad Ali, George Foreman, 
Joe Frazier, Larry Holmes, 

Ken Norton. Directed by Dimitri 
Logothetis. 1989. (J2 cassette, 

90 min., Hi-Fi mono, $19.95) 


BY PAUL TAUBLIEB 


This tape engrossingly recounts the 
lives and careers of five of the greatest 
heavyweights in boxing history. But the 
commanding and charismatic Muhammad 
Ali dominates. Ultimately, this is his 


story, with the other fighters—Foreman, 
Frazier, Holmes and Norton—a colorful 
cast of legendary, but lesser, characters. 
Ali, both in his day and on this tape, was 
always the leading man. 

We meet the fighters all sitting in a 
semicircle, being interviewed by former 
baseball star Reggie Jackson. Their words 
are intercut with extensive clips from the 
fights. Their recollections are fascinating 
for any fight aficionado—from Foreman 
describing his getting his break in life 





Paul Taublieb is a columnist for Copley 
News Service and a serious fan of the 
sweet science. 
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from the Head Start anti-poverty program 
to Frazier subtly expressing his lingering 
envy and disdain for Ali. 

But it is in retelling the Ali story, in his 
own words today plus extensive newsreel 
footage, that this tape becomes truly com- 
pelling. Even my girlfriend, who has 
always thought of boxing as brutish and 
primitive, became engrossed in Ali’s 
saga. As sad as it is to watch him mumble 
as he speaks during the interview with 
Jackson (the effects of Parkinson’s 
disease), it is equally inspiring to see the 
arc of his career, both as a man and an 
athlete: taking on the media and Sonny 
Liston with his lightning quick wit, jabs 
and right cross; his rise to stardom; his 
losing the title for refusing to be drafted 
for the Vietnam War; and, finally, his 
retribution in regaining his title. 

Whether or not you’re a devotee to the 
world of the squared circle, you can’t help 
but enjoy this tribute to the sport and the 
man known as ‘‘The Greatest.”’ 
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THE WONDERFUL WORLD 
OF PASTA **** 

Margaret and Franco Romagnoli. No 
director credited. 1989. (Videocraft 
Classics cassette, 72 min., Hi-Fi 
mono, $42.45) 


BY GENEVIEVE A. KAZDIN 


If you’ve ever struggled to make pasta 
from a cookbook recipe, you'll revel in 
the ease with which the Romagnolis 
prepare basic linguini, fettucini, spaghetti 
and other pasta shapes. They demonstrate 
traditional methods as well as the use of 
food processors and rollers. And they 
make it so simple. 

Once you have the pasta (and, of 
course, you may use any of the available 
commercial brands) you will want a sauce 
for it. Here again the Romagnolis make it 
easy. From basic tomato sauces to chic 
““designer’’ sauces, most can be prepared 
while the pasta is cooking. 

All of the recipes are printed on the 
screen in easy-to-read white on black, 
with adequate time allowed for copying. 
The camera shows exactly what to do, and 
the Romagnolis also offer all sorts of 
helpful hints (such as the tip that a carrot/is 
better than sugar for cutting tomato acid). 

Those who remember the Romagnolis’ 
PBS series know how well they work 
together. The pleasure they take in cook- 
ing is evident in Franco’s deft movements 
and Margaret’s glee in showing us how to 
use 20th-century appliances to create cen- 
turies-old favorites. (Videocraft Classics 
is at P.O. Box 8529, FDR Station, New 
York, NY 10150.) 








PEC eee Heme eH HEHHH HEHEHE HEHEHE EHS HEHEHE SEHEE EE EH SHEESH ESHEETS HT EEEEEESESE SESE EE EEESESESEEHEEEEE Oe eee Hr eri eeesseEeEEES 


VR: SWEEPSTAKES! 











. our first State-of-the-Art Sweepstakes offering 3 lucky readers the chance to win the 


es and greatest components available! Win one of these 3 exciting prizes: 





PIONEER LASER 27” PHILIPS PANASONIC 
| DISC PLAYER MONITOR/RECEIVER CAMCORDER 
— fos 
__ This Laser Disc Player's Digital IDTV memory elimi- Lightweight, (only 2 7/10 
E digital memory delivers nates interlace scan lines. pounds) this VHS-C 
: perfect freeze frame, The 480 lines of horizontal Camcorder offers you 
] slow motion and a jog/ resolution for superb play- index search, high shutter 
‘ shuttle wheel for rating back and performance! speed and more! 
f a — Handle any infrared remote- Retail value $1,500. 
' es : 
| CDs and CD.Vs! controlled component with 
k 


Retail value $1,300. 


You may add a new state-of-the-art component to your 


Sweepstakes today! No purchase necessary—you must be 


[] YES! 


Enter my name in the VR State-of-the-Art 
_ Sweepstakes and begin my subscription to Video 
| __ Review for one year, 12 issues, for only $9.97! 
I'm saving more than $17 OFF the cael single 
| copy price of $27! 


‘eZ No, I don’t want to subscribe now, but tell me if 
I'm a winner! 

NAME PLEASE PRINT 

ADDRESS 


STATE ZIP 


‘a Check here if you're a current subscriber. 


Kee, 


You’re saving 63% OFF the single copy price of $27, and 
37% OFF the annual basic subscription price of $15.97. 
Please allow up to 60 days for delivery of your first issue. 9suA4 
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Retail value $1,500. 


the multisync remote! : 


system just by entering the VR State of the Art 
over 18 years old to win! 


[1 YES! 


Enter my name in the VR State-of-the-Art 
Sweepstakes and begin my subscription to Video 
Review for one year, 12 issues, for only $9.97! 
I'm saving more than $17 OFF the annual single 


copy price of $27! 


Cc] No, I don't want to subscribe now, but tell me if 
I'm a winner! 


NAME PLEASE PRINT 


ADDRESS 


STATE ZIP 


CT] Check here if you're a current subscriber. 


You're saving 63% OFF the single copy price of $27, and 
37% OFF the annual basic subscription price of $15.97. 
Please allow up to 60 days for delivery of your first issue. 9sya4 
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OFFICIAL RULES: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 1. To enter the VR State-of-the-Art Sweepsta 

andprint on an official Entry Form your name and address and mail your entry to: VR STATE OF 
THE ART SWEEPSTAKES—P.O. Box 57750, Boulder, CO 80321-7750. Each entry must be mailed 
separately and received by February 1, 1990. 2. Winners will be selected in a random drawin 
from among all entries received. Odds of wong depend upon the number of entries received. 
Drawing will be conducted by the Publishers of VIDEO REVIEW, whose decisions are final. All priz 
will be awarded and winners will be notified by mail. Only one prize per individual or household. 
Prizes are not transferable and may not be exchanged. All manufacturer’s warranties apply. Taxes 
any, are the responsibility of the winners. Winners may be required to execute an affidavit of 
eligibility and release, No responsibility is assumed for misdirected or late entries or mail. 3. Conl 
is open to residents of the US except employees and their families of Viare Publishing Corp., their 
affiliates, subsidiaries, advertising and promotion agencies. Void in Puerto Rico and wherever else! 
prohibited, Subject to all federal, state and local laws. 4. For a list of winners, send a stamped, s 
addressed envelope to: VR STATE OF THE ART SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS LIST, 902 Broadway, 20 
Floor, New York, NY 10010. 




















NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 
UNITED STATES 

















BOULDER, CO 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRST CLASS 





PERMIT NO. 1226 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

STATE OF THE ART SWEEPSTAKES 

P.O. Box 57750 
VDosDaDDoceeclbecadadecalUDecsdDocedaladelDsrebesll 


Boulder, CO 80321-7750 








NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


ets z 
i 0 x 
=3 F = 
re} < = 

a i pa 

w pa 
ree S : 
O.8| = = 
N a s = 
Lu”. a wn be 
(e) <= oO — 
Ges] > Ee = 
— co [a4 ~N - 
Ws; 2c <r = 
Wa! < w = 
a Ww = 
“ oy =SS = 
= LO = 

mm = Onv = 
Ws 5) wos = 
cl = — 
a2 S08 = 
a= a Mao = 


Z ECCA Ed Electronics Is Our Business 


S Fite OCH eRe URS ie itieineriaini maviiee: 












- j face! 
ss Flectronics Club Cara Of Am 





The ECCA Club Card... The “ECCA PLUS” 


FREE 5-Year Protection Plan—Full Parts Charge Card... 
and Labor...with every major audio/video Up to $10,000 credit line! 
club purchase! 

No annual fee! 


Protection from Obsolescence and Incom- 
patibility on all New audio/video purchases! 
Revolutionary 5- Year Guaranteed “Top 
Dollar” Trade-In/Upgrade Privileges! sci 3 
) Trade-In all your Old equipment no matter Doesn't tie-up other charge cards! “ECCA 
where or when you purchased it, under PLUS” is an additional line of credit. 
ECCA’s “Never Obsolete’? Guarantee! Bonus Discounts—10% off selected soft- 


30-Day Satisfaction Guarantee... No hassle ware products when you use your “ECCA 


® 90 days same-as-cash on your first purchase! 
(Minimum monthly payment required.) 
Low minimum monthly payment! 





...no questions! If, for any reason, you’re PLUS” card: 
not satisfied with your purchase, just ro discs 
—CDs 


| return it within 30 days for a full refund : 
| or exchange...that’s ECCA’s Member —Blank video tapes 
SP eelnimeneleliiics —F re-recorded movies 


Plus many, many more exclusive club benefits! 


CALL TODAY! 91, FOR YOUR 
FREE 64-PAGE CATALOG PLUS CLUB AND CHARGE 
CARD INFORMATION. 


FREE Catalog Coupon 


LI Please send my FREE 64-Page ECCA 


Address 


Catalog, plus Club and Charge Card information. City 
Mail to: ECCA 
1510 North State St. SE 
Bellingham, WA 98225 (CCE Protecting Your Electronics Investment. 


For additional information, circle No. 57 on Reader Service Card. 
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EASY EDITING FROM AZDEN: 
THE VE-100 


For additional information, circle No. 82 on Reader Service Card. 


STOP JAMMING ME! 


IF YOU RENT MOVIES THEY'RE JAMMING YOU TOO! 


When playing back a rented movie you will notice annoying 
flashes, streaks, color lightening and darkening. This is caused 
by copy protection embedded in the video. The Video-2010 
will spot and completely eliminate copy protection and 
jamming. Giving you a crystal clear picture. So good, we back 
it a 100% with a one year warranty. 


DIGITAL STATE OF THE ART - COMPLETLEY AUTOMATIC 
WORKS ON ALL TV'S, VCR'S, CABLE, NO WIRES OR CABLES TO 
AD TO YOUR CABLE JUNGLE. 9 VOLT BATTERY INCLUDED. 















IMPEL GOLD SERIES Compact 
- Disc Pl ith ‘ el Dega Fox-Fire Surround Sound System, 
Revolutionary Infrared Cordless TOR dink eels irl ~y ah a the ultimate in home theatre and concert 
Headphone Set. No wires, or cords 8. < $189 sound, built in 50 watt amp. DOLBY 
transmits perfect stereo sound via sound, Call Today! Surround Sound. $289.00 
invisible light signals. $119.00 


YOUR BEST BUY'S AND WARRANTIES 
FOR AUDIO AND VIDEO EQUIPMENT 875 SOUTH 72ND ST. 
START WITH A FREE CATALOG. OMAHA, NE, 68114 
CALL FOR YOURS TODAY. 
FOR INFORMATION CALL 


(402)554-0417 
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ORDERS & CATALOGS CALL TOLL FREE 


1-800-624-1150 


For additional information, circle No. 150 on Reader Service Card. 
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SQUIGGLES, DOTS 

AND LINES * * ** 

Ed Emberley. Directed by Karen Tucker 
and Jane Murphy. 1989. (KidVidz 
cassette, 25 min., Hi-Fi mono, $14.95) 


BY GENEVIEVE A. KAZDIN 


Some time ago, Emberley developed 
what he calls a ‘‘drawing alphabet’’—a 
system of six symbols that can be com- 
bined to draw almost anything. His many 
books are long-time children’s favorites. 
Not only are they fun, but they also offer 
more creative challenges than ordinary 
coloring books. 


Now Emberley’s alphabet is available 
on videocassette as an entertaining, ap- 
pealing program, featuring a crew of 
average kids who use his system for a 
variety of creative projects, from 
decorating sugar cookies to personalizing 
greeting cards. 

It’s an easy system to master. Even 
four- or five-year-olds will get the hang of 
it. It isn’t a formula resulting in identical 
pictures from each user. Rather, it’s a 
method that allows individual creativity to 
flourish. 

Emberley offers an excellent, non- 
pressured way to help children explore 
color and shape, creating their own ar- 
tistic impressions and integrating the 
power of observation into their lives. 


PETER ALSOP’S 

COSTUME PARTY *« x * 
Peter Alsop. Directed by Phyllis Coffey. 
1988. (Moose School cassette, 45 min., 
Hi-Fi mono, $19.95) 

Alsop has had a long career in educa- 
tional psychology, as well as a long career 
as a children’s entertainer. His record 
albums have won many awards. He’s dif- 
ferent. Sure, he stands there, guitar in hand, 
and sings to a live audience of kids (in this 
case, a group in costumes at an outdoor con- 
cert in Topanga). 

Just another kiddie show? No way. 
Alsop’s original songs aim to encourage 
self-esteem, open-mindedness, under- 
standing and healthy attitudes about self- 
protection, substance abuse and intrafamily 
power issues. 

Too heavy? Too serious? Again, not at 
all. The music is tuneful and easy to sing. 
(It would be easier if a lyric sheet were 
enclosed.) Alsop has a comfortable touch 
with the crowd, and the kids who join him 
on stage are terrific. 

This is a fun program to watch—with lots 
of eye appeal. It’s a lively sing-along, but 
with some important things to say. (Moose 
School Productions is at P.O. Box 960, 
Topanga, CA 90290.) (G.A.K.) 
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N 
“20 pc. Pkg.” 
PV-140 
PVS-150 
PVS-160 Hi-Fi. . 


Call 


Hi Band 8 
20 PC. PKG. 


H-460 ... Hi-8 Call 


412) =e) Ni Tek 


NEW DirectED Plus 
$498 





aS 


PV-530 VHS 
F Built-in Light 

8:1 Zoom 

1 LUX 

Digital Effects 


Hex 
20 PC. PKG. @ 


Built-in Light 


{8:1 Zoom 


1 Lux 
Digital Effects 


Chinon Optics {8 
4Yr. Guarantee “““ 


CVT-80 


New 


,) CC-320 


| 8:1 Zoom, 4 Lux, 


Tilting, Audio Dub g&® 
Video Dub S 


CC-360. S 
GCC-310.. 
CC-285.... 
CC-265. 


KDM-730 

8:1 Zoom 

TLC Focusing 
Yashica Optics 3 


1 Yr. Guarantee 


Complete 20 pc. package 

20 PSP RG: Camera RE enISnelger 
Strap, Lens Cap, 
Shade, Handle ray Bae 
tor, AV Cable, Cleaning e 
Kit, Dubbing Cables, 
Tape, Tripod. 75/300 adap 
tor, trans. 5 Free VHS 


VCRS 


Mitsubishi 
JVC 
Panasonic 
Panasonic AG Series 
RCA Sony Toshiba 


Return or Exchange may be made within 7 Days ot receipt after prior authorization. All return merchandise must be in original new condition and must include all packing and biank 
warrantee Cards. Returns may be subject to a restocking fee Slalyeyediarem-Varen mF-lare||laremalelarac-ii0latel-lo)[-¥a\ (ola at-s-Jelolarctie)(- Miele typographical errors 
For additional information, circle No. 76 on Reader Service Card. 
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ACTION 

KING SOLOMON’S MINES 
(1950) Machete-equipped diamond 
fanciers Stewart Granger, Deborah 
Kerr and Richard Carlson prune 
Africa. (MGM/UA, Dec. 5) 


HAWKEN’S BREED (1987) 
Hawken (Peter Fonda), hot for a re- 
cent widow, helps track her family’s 
killers. Rated R. (VVidmark, Dec. 27) 


HIGH STAKES (1989) Stockbroker 
Robert Lupone engages Sally 
Kirkland’s pimp in mortal gambits. 
Rated R. (Vidmark, Jan. 3) 


HOSTILE TAKEOVER (1989) 
Mild-mannered office worker David 
Warner snaps, arms and takes hos- 
tages. Rated R. (IVE, Jan. 25) 


JAKARTA (1989) Ex-CIA agent 
Christopher Noth lives there, 
dangerously. Blood spills, bullets fly 
and Sue Francis Pai screams. Rated R. 
(MCEG/Virgin Jan. 3) 





LICENCE TO KILL (1989) In his 
16th movie, 007 (now Timothy Dal- 
ton) goes after vicious South Amer- 
ican druglords. Rated PG-13. (CBS/ 
Fox, Jan. 4) 


THE LOST PLATOON (1989) 
WWII vet discovers that those real 
tough guys were vampires. With 
David Perry. Rated R. (AIP, Dec. 20) 


NASHVILLE BEAT (1989) Knife- 
wielding gangs invade Nashville, but 
so do Adam-12’s Martin Milner and 
Kent McCord. Protection and ser- 
vitude follow. (NAC, Dec. 1) 


OBSESSED (1988) Crime victim 
Kerrie Keene sure is, and she wants 
vengeance, vengeance, vengeance. 
Alan Thicke co-stars. Rated PG-13. 
(New Star, Dec. 13) 
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“Sorry, Mr. Bond, but your Licence has expired.’’ 


TAPE & DISC 


. Y 


PINK CADILLAC (1989) Bounty 
hunter Clint Eastwood nabs bail 
jumper Bernadette Peters and the 
titular wheels, but inherits neo-Nazis. 
Rated PG-13. (Warner, Jan. 10) 


TIME TROOPERS (1987) Duty 
forces a post-Armageddon cop to off 
his favorite gal. Albert Fortell and 
Hannelore Elsner deal with bad kar- 
ma. Rated R. (Prism, Jan. 4) 


COMEDY 

BLACK ADDER III (1989) Early 
19th-century English nobleman en- 
dures demotion to man’s man. With 
Rowan Atkinson. From the BBC. 
(CBS/Fox, Dec. 14) 


A CHORUS OF DISAPPROVAL 
(1989) Shy widower Jeremy Irons 
stumbles upon lust and wealth in com- 
munity theater. With Anthony Hop- 
kins. Rated R. (South Gate, Jan. 4) 


HI-DI-HI (1988) A Cambridge pro- 
fessor turns Anglo borscht-belt camp 


entertainment director. From the BBC. 
(CBS/Fox, Dec. 14) 


HOW TO MURDER YOUR WIFE 
(1965) Drunken bachelor Jack Lem- 
mon wakes up wed to Virna Lisi, then 


explores the title’s possibilities. 
(MGM/UA, Dec. 5) 


OPEN ALL HOURS (1983) Tight- 
wad Ronnie Barker (The Two Ron- 
nies) runs an overstocked corner shop. 
From the BBC. (CBS/Fox, Dec. 14) 


UHF (1989) ‘‘Weird Al’’ Yankovic 
gets to runa TV station. Wheel of Fish 
and other parodies follow. Rated 
PG-13. (Orion, Jan. 25) 


HORROR 
DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE 
(1932) Fredric March’s Oscar- 








It’s Hyde-and-seek time. 


winning portrayal of Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s schizoid physician. 
B&W. (MGM/UA, Dec. 5) 


DRAMA 

ALEXA...A PROSTITUTE’S 
OWN STORY (1989) When a young 
playwright opens the curtain on 
Alexa’s heart 0’ gold, her pimp sends 
in the hook. With Christine Moore. 
Rated R. (Academy, Jan. 4) 


THE BALCONY (1963) Leonard 
Nimoy and Peter Falk discuss the 
revolution in Shelley Winters’ brothel. 
From Jean Genet’s play. (Mystic Fire, 
Dec. 1) 


THE BLACKBOARD JUNGLE 
(1955) Rotten kids whittle away at 
teacher’s patience. With Glenn Ford, 
Vic Morrow, Sidney Poitier. B&W. 
(MGM/UA, Dec. 5) 


BREAKING POINT (1989) Nazi 
fiends try to trick captive Corbin Bern- 
sen into revealing the Allies’ D-Day 
plans. With Joanna Pacula. (Turner, 
Dec. 1) 


DO THE RIGHT THING (1989) 
Director Spike Lee foments a racial in- 
cident in a Brooklyn neighborhood. 














With Danny Aiello. Rated R. (MCA, 
Jan. 14) 


FORBIDDEN SUN (1989) Lauren 
Hutton runs a spooky gymnastics 
camp on Crete where the rock bands 
and Minotaur play. With Renee 
Estevez. Rated R. (Academy, Jan. 11) 


JULIUS CAESAR (1953) The 
Shakespearean play about Sid’s 
Roman ancestor. With Marlon 
Brando, John Gielgud, Deborah Kerr. 
B&W. (MGM/UA, Dec. 5) 


THE KILLING (1956) Director 
Stanley Kubrick plots a racetrack heist. 
Sterling Hayden, Elisha Cook and 
Timothy Carey synchronize watches. 
B&W. (MGM/UA, Dec. 5) 


SIGNS OF LIFE (1989) Sudden 
angst wakes a sleepy Northeastern 
fishing village. With Beau Bridges, 
Vincent D’Onofrio. Rated PG-13. 
(IVE, Jan. 11) 


SWEET BIRD OF YOUTH (1962) 
An ex-movie queen’s gigolo (Paul 
Newman) runs afoul of his new girl’s 
powerful dad. From the Tennessee 
Williams play. With Geraldine Page, 
Shirley Knight. (MGM/UA, Dec. 5) 


VIETNAM STORY Il (1989) 
Depictions of personal experiences 
during the Southeast Asian conflict. 
From HBO cable. (HBO, Dec. 6) 


SUSPENSE 

BLOOD RELATIVES (1981) A dirty 
secret is kept all in the family. With 
Donald Sutherland. Directed by Claude 
Chabrol. Rated R. (UAV, Jan. 15) 


BUYING TIME (1989) Criminal 
kids collide with creepy cops and 
psychotic thugs. With Dean Stock- 
well, Jeff Schultz. Rated R. (CBS/ 
Fox, Dec. 14) 


CUTTING CLASS (1989) Hand- 
some high-schoolers drop in a roar of 
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While They Last $549.00 


WALKMAN © TELEPHONES ¢ ANSWERING MACHINES © COPIERS © 35MM SLR © AUTOFOCUS © LENSES 
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VCR’S _ AUDIO & FAX 
PANASONIC SONY Pe RON 4 JVC PANASONIC Videonics Editors CALL 
PV400, 20, CCDF-35 709  CC320 ROCK —GRS77 . 1029 ~NEW MODELS CALL 
30, 40.... CLOSE — CCDF-45 799 CC360.... BOTTOM GFS550....... 969  PVS4864...... 549 PIONEER CD 
PVS445,60... OUT CCDF-70...... 899 AllModels.. PRICES | GRS707...... 1409 — Pv4920 _. 289 PDM510...... 248 
vs). GALL OBETA CAC ALL..... Lowest AMMEN EVGA All Laser... GALL 
PV530 1189 VHS. FOR  Magnavox.. PRICES ed en PVv4960...... CALL CLD1070...... 399 
pvseso CALLA SONY Price) MMI K0-50i0 2 CALL pvs4080  catk 
PV535 CALL R630... CALL KDH-130..... CALL pysagg9 || cate «= RS5000.... 
INDUSTRIAL. CALL R850 GALL... KOS-590... GALL”. INOUSTRIAL . « GAB <= [iugen, <*** > £79. -9300 S19 
es 3 HRS8000.....809 9500........ 609 
TV.VCR COMBO [arte RAE ABBOOHI IN STOCK © AZDEN 3.7 CALL = ALL RADIOS. CALL pS19990' ||” CALL 
F440 CALL OLYMPUS MINOLTA... .. GALL MITSUBISHI NEW MODELS CALL 
PVM1328 CALL CHINON _ CALL Murata 1200... 489 
M E808 ” CALL ..-VX4063ieieaas 869 U5 reer 469 TOSHIBA 
PVM2028 .... CALL TOKINA CALL Sharp FO220 .. 629 
TV. PAL AUDIO CAM ERD CALL = VXS405...... CALL ZENITH cALL (U-61........ CALL =H845.. CALL Sharp FO300 .. 669 
NEW MODELS CALL 8MM ...... it eee RM ee CALL  Sv-F900 |... 1329. ALLEAX CALL 
CAMCORDER SPECIALS VCR SPECIALS PIONEER SPECIALS CAR STEREO ADVENT SPEAKERS lace 
8MM Complete Kit . 699 ZENITH 610 2 Head 0.S.P. 219 PD 6300 219 Pioneer, Sony, Hi Comp, In/out Minis, Mini, Items Not Listed 
VHS-C, Complete Kit 6 Head, Hi-fi, Super VHS Deck .. .449 VSX 7300 424 Sherwood, Car Alarms, Baby 2, Protogy, Call fora 
: Flying Erase Head, Super VHS/6 Head, Hi-fi VSX 9300 519 Kenwood, JVC, Philips, Protogy Tower, Legacy, N 0 G AMES 
VHS Complete Kit . 699 Digital Special Effects & 539 SX7 Surround Spkrs. 89 Toshiba & All Others Mistro 
Super VHS Complete Kit Picture in Picture (P.1.P.) VHS or 8MM leather bag CSC 300 Spkrs : 49 LOWEST PRICES PRICE 
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¢ ALL VIDEO ACCS * AZDEN © BESCOR © CASES © CASES & VIDEO LIGHTS 


tea dduity Changes Mail orders only All prices retiect rebates where applicable and are for check or money order Overnight delivery and C 0 D available MasterCard and VISA 


K.B. VIDEO & ELECTRONICS 


For additional information, circle No. 96 on Reader Service Card. 


24 Hour Fax Order Line 1-201-566-8234 
For Orders only 1-800-777-1707 
Technical Info call 201-566-7100 


OPEN SUN -THURS 10-10, FRI 9-5 
Plaza 34 100G Hwy 34 Matawan N J 07747 























power tools as Roddy McDowell and 
Martin Mull consume the scenery. 
Rated R. (Republic, Dec. 13) 


DANGEROUS OBSESSION 
(1988) Nasty Corrine Clery kidnaps 
the MD who malpracticed her beau to 
oblivion. Directed by Lucio (Zombie) 
Fulci. Rated R. (AIP, Dec. 20) 


DIAL HELP (1989) Erotically in- 
clined demons reach out and touch 
model Charlotte Lewis, then hang up 
on her friends. Directed by Ruggero 
(Cannibal Holocaust) Deodato. Rated 
R. (Prism, Dec. 21) 


MESMERIZED (1986) Weird John 
Lithgow keeps Jodie Foster locked in 
a loveless marital hell. Rated PG. Also 
with Michael Murphy, Dan Shor. 
(Vestron, Dec. 6) 


STAMP OF A KILLER (1989) It’s 
the unique MX missile-plans com- 
memorative edition, and Judith 
Light’s boy has it. Jimmy Smits fends 
off spies. (New World, Dec. 12) 


A WOMAN OBSESSED (1989) 
Loony painter/mom mistakes long- 
lost son for her fave model, Dad. Con- 
fused in-law Linda Blair dodges 
vitriol. Rated R. (Academy, Jan. 4) 


ANTHOLOGY 

NEW YORK STORIES (1989) A 
trio of short movies by Gotham direc- 
tors: Woody Allen’s comedic Oedipus 
Wrecks, Francis Coppola’s poor-little- 








rich-girl variant, Life Without Zoe and 
Martin Scorsese’s ode to a tortured ar- 
tist (with Nick Nolte), Life Lessons. 
Rated PG. (Touchstone, Jan. 24) 


BIODRAMA 

BOYS TOWN (1938) Father Flan- 
nagan founds a boys’ reform school. 
With Spencer Tracy, Mickey Rooney. 
B&W. (MGM/UA, Dec. 5) 


LUST FOR LIFE (1956) Kirk 
Douglas as painter Vincent Van Gogh, 
Anthony Quinn as painter Gaugin and 
MGM's backlot as 19th-century Paris. 
(MGM/UA, Dec. 5) 


MOULIN ROUGE (1952) Jose Fer- 
rer as painter Toulouse-Lautrec and 


<s atic. a ; a 
NY Stories’ Nolte: portrait of a tortured soul. 




















MGM's backlot again as 19th-century 
Paris. With Zsa-Zsa Gabor and Peter 
Cushing. (MGM/UA, Dec. 5) 


MUSIC 

HARD ’N’ HEAVY: VOL. 4 (1989) 
Aerosmith, Vixen, the uncensored 
version of Danzig’s ‘‘Mother’’ clip 
and (yipes) more! (MPI, Dec. 1) 


VINTAGE TV 
HONEYBLOOPERS (1950s) An 
hour of Honeymooners misfires. With 
Jackie Gleason, Joyce Randolph, Art 
Carney. B&W. (MPI, Dec. 1) 


HONEYMOONERS GREATEST 
BATTLES (1950s) A veritable pan- 
theon of domestic sitcom squabbling. 








With Jackie Gleason, Audrey 
Meadows. B&W. (MPI, Dec. 1) 


RALPH KRAMDEN’S GREAT- 
EST SCHEMES (1950s) Jackie 
Gleason as the hopeless confidence 
man. B&W. (MPI, Dec. 1) 


DOCUMENTARY 

BILL MOYERS’ WORLD OF 
IDEAS (1988) The commentator/ 
journalist explores The National Soul, 
Crisis of Democracy and Dissolving 
Boundaries in three 90-minute tapes. 
(Mystic Fire, Dec. 1) 


HEAVY PETTING (1989) Clips 
from 1950s’ government-produced 
moral guidance flicks intercut with 
celebs’ recollections. With David 
Byrne, Spalding Gray, Sandra Bern- 
hard. (Academy, Jan. 4). 


EXPOSURES 

1999 PLAYMATE CALENDAR 
(1989) A 75-minute romp. (HBO, 
Dec. 1) 


PLAYBOY VIDEO CENTER- 
FOLD: PEGGY McINTAGGART 
(1989) Miss January 1990 discusses 
her Canadian upbringing. (HBO, 
Dec. 1) 


FITNESS 

BODY AND MIND: TOTAL 
RELAXATION AND STRESS 
RELIEF PROGRAM (1989) Raquel 
Welch and Dr. Joan Borysenko Ph.D. 
calm the nervous. (HBO, Dec. 26) 





Shopping anywhere else can be hazardous to your wealth! 


If you're tired of the runaround, the hidden costs, and high pressure salespeople - call Pro Video now! Youll feel confident and secure once you've spoken with our courteous and informative sales staff. All merchandise 
includes a USA manufacturer's warranty, factory sealed boxes with a 10-day money back guarantee" No additional charge for credit cards or C.0.D. ever! OPEN SATURDAYS!! NY or Customer service 516-741-5440, 


“PANASONIC INDUSTRIAL** 


~AG450 AG1960 
¢ S-VHS Hi-Fi 
* Jog shuttle 


¢ S-VHS/10:1 zoom 
* Piezo A/F 
* 400 lines + 


EDITING EQUIPMENT 


(Let a trained sales representative coordinate a 


system to suit your individual needs.) 


XV-D300 - Freeze, zoom, multi-strobe, picture art and 
mosaic 


WJMX10-super hot special f/x deck w/super-imposi- 


tion, strobe, mosaic, etc... 


EC1000 Pro - extremely accurate editor for all 5 pin 
equipment, computer compatible. Very expandable! 
Video effects titler w/built-in genlock, 15 colors, 30 
page memory, fade control, preview output, BNC 
connectors. Addtl. fonts and computer packages 


available. 
VIVANCO. 


VIDICRAFT. 


Fullline of editing equipment with controls for sharp- 
ness contrast, noise reduction, audio mixing, color 
generation, fade control, and many special effects. 
Special effect generator features cuts, fades, color 
correction, and wipes in manual and auto. 


| 
| SONY 
RICOH 


CAMCORDERS AND VCR'S 


ue 5s aad 


Nobody beats our bottom line prices on camcorders and VCR's. 
Allmakes and models in stock at low, low, prices. 


ACCESSORIES 


From novice to expert, Provideo has gotitall. 


PANASONIC 
NP-22-8mm 


[e7\Ni@)\) NP-77-Sony 8mm.... 

2hr Panasonic, GE mag. 

2hr RCA, Minolta, Hitachi 

6.5 Amp Hour Belt Pack...... 

20 Amp. Hour Heavy Duty.... Call 


| VSX 7500S, 
| VSX 9500S. 
PL910. 


No one carries more Batteries !!!! CoolLincMinieool AICDICGem! 
ux-Minicoo! I ! 
MICROPHONES Ambico- 50wt. D/C w/barndoors 
Azden-wireless mics. ... from $69 
Nady-wireless mics... from$149 le. 7. TRIPODSS. oad 
VHF wireless systems at 
low, low prices! 


_** ADVENT SPEAKERS***** 


VSX 5500S... 


ACCESSORY SUPER-SALE 


-5x wide angle. 

.5x wide / 2x telephoto... 
2x telephoto. 

Auto focus-wide /tele 


| LIGHTING | 


Sima-Allin one. 


Fluid head w/quick release. ....$69 
Bogen-Pro quality. Instock 


Allmodels Advent Legacy Il 
availableand Advent Maestro 
instock! Advent Mini Bracket ..lowprices! 


__ “PIONEER SPECIALS**** 


‘Smart remote 
-. 100wattsper CLD 2070.... 
125wattsper CLD3070. 
Dolby pro-logic PDM710.. 


Frontloadturntable CT-W910. 


*PROVIDEO DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 142-B Jericho Tpke, Mineola N.Y. 11501. Open Mon-Fri 10am-7pm and Sat 10-5pm. Order 1-800-541-4055. Customer Service or Technical info 1-516-741-5440. All 
merchandise brandnew with USA manufacturer's warranty may be returned within ten days for exchange or refund (less S&H). Allreturns mustbe called into customer service for return approval and mustbein mint 
condition with blank warranty cards.All returns must contain original box and packing in original condition. We Accept C.O.D., major credit cards, money orders and certified checks. Add shipping and handling. 
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VIDEO -US 


800-843-3687 
(S00 SUPPLIER TO SCHOOLS & 87) 
MAGNAVOX 
Canon JVC pioncer SONY RCA 
TOSHIBA Panasonic-Industrial Technics NEC 
MINOLTA NADY OLYMPUS :::\¢TECH 
4 VIDEONICS DirectED RICOH 


oe Hottest FAX Prices in the Country! 
VISA Canon TOSHIBA MURATA 
e RICOH Panasonic Inquiries invited 
* Or We Pay the Freight! “a 


(On All Merchandise In Stock Ordered Before 11AM P.T. » Subject to Approved Payment and Method of Freight) 
THE VIDEO DEPOT LTD. - 1500 N. STATE ST., BELLINGHAM, WA 98225 


For additional information, circle No. 143 on Reader Service Card. 





















































FEATURES 
Aside from the whopping 50-inch picture 


this set offers, additional picture enhance- 
ment circuits include a notch filter and 
dynamic noise reducer. Such features have 
now become de rigueur on top-of-the-line 
monitor/receivers. (It should be noted that 
for the test results section, all measurements 
were performed with these two features 
switched off.) 

In addition to its MTS decoder and Dolby 
Surround circuitry, the CUSOOOK includes hall 
and matrix surround. Unlike Dolby, these 
two approaches do not require a pair of ex- 
tra speakers (in addition to the two up front). 

A learning remote is supplied by Hitachi 
with the CUSOOOK. The remote is preset to 
operate Hitachi VCRs and can be pro- 
grammed to operate other infrared remote- 
controlled equipment. It can also be used to 
move through the set’s eight separate on- 
screen menu displays, which include adjust- 
ment of picture and sound parameters, auto- 
channel programming and channel lockout 
(so parents can prevent their children from 
watching particular stations). 


6S VIDEO REVIEW 


SUMMARY 
Hitachi Monitor/Receiver, 
Model CUS5000K 

If you're looking for a big-screen set for the centerpiece of your home 
theater system, this set from Hitachi’s UltraVision line offers a bright, 
50-inch (measured diagonally) picture, with three types of surround 
sound to boot. At $3,600, such features don’t come cheap, but our tests 
revealed that Hitachi’s rear-projection CUSOOOK puts out a picture 
comparable to the top-ranking projection TVs on the market. 

APEL’s tests revealed outstanding picture detail, with extended video 
frequency response delivering 800 lines of horizontal resolution. In- 
terlace on this rear-projection set was perfect, and the color quality 
excellent. As for the luminance (brightness) rating, though our tests ren- 
dered a lower—but still fine—number than the company’s stated specifica- 
tions, the discrepancy is the result of different testing procedures. (APEL’s 
tests attempt to simulate typical viewing conditions as closely as possible.) 

Naturally, if you want a big set, you’ll also want big sound, and 
the CUSO00K comes with a built-in MTS (multichannel television 
sound) decoder, as well as surround sound. All this, together with a 
fine tuner, makes Hitachi’s CUSOOOK a big screen worth watching—and hearing. 





The back of the CUSO00K has a full ar- 
ray of audio/video inputs and outputs, in- 
cluding S-video connectors. The front panel 
can accommodate S-video stereo inputs 
from, for example, a camcorder. 


CONTROLS 


Beneath the giant screen of this set is a row 
of controls and pushbuttons. Starting at the 
right are the power switch and indicator 
lights for power, stereo reception and SAP 
(second audio program) reception. 

Toward the left, a flip-down panel hides 
channel up/down and volume buttons, as 
well as a function button for selecting the 
desired inputs and outputs. A ‘‘P Mode’’ 
control brings up on-screen menus for audio 
and surround sound adjustments, and a menu 
button displays menus for adjusting station 
memorization, date and time settings, pro- 
gram listings, the off-timer setting and chan- 
nel lockout. 

In addition, there are antenna and S-video 
selection buttons, and a pushbutton for 
displaying a test pattern in order to make pic- 
ture adjustments. The supplied remote 























duplicates all of the aforementioned func- 
tions, and allows direct channel access or 
recall of the last channel viewed. 


TEST RESULTS 
As measured by APEL, maximum usable 
luminance from this rear-projection TV set 
was 155 footlamberts. As mentioned earlier, 
this differs from Hitachi’s rated 460 
footlamberts, but is accounted for by the fact 
that the company measures this value using 





a2%, 100 IRE window pattern (the ‘‘win- 
dow’”’ being the space through which the 
measurement is made), with the picture and 
black level controls at maximum. APEL 
uses a 36.5%, 100 IRE window pattern, 
which we feel more closely simulates 
realistic viewing conditions. 
Nevertheless, however you measure it, 
picture brightness is more than adequate— 
providing you sit in front of the screen at 
the proper height, relative to its center. 
While horizontal movement away from 
center screen can be tolerated, vertical 
movement—such as standing up—results in 
a significant reduction in perceived bright- 
ness. This is especially true if you are closer 
than 10 feet from the screen. Such viewing 
angle discrepancies, though, are a con- 
sideration with all rear-projection sets. 
With its big, 50-inch screen, snow or 
noise resulting from weak signal reception 
would be particularly annoying. Fortunate- 
ly, the TV tuner on the CUSOOOK is sensitive 


LAB MEASUREMENTS: 
Hitachi Monitor/Receiver 
Model Number: CU5000K 
Serial Number: W9HO00142 


























VIDEO SECTION 
MAXIMUM USABLE 
LUMINANCE 155 Footlamberts 
RESOLUTION 

(horizontal/vertical) 800/500 Lines 
CONVERGENCE 

(center/corners) 0/.25% 
VIDEO FREQUENCY RESPONSE 10.0 MHz 
INTERLACE 50/50 
TRANSIENT RESPONSE Very Good 
BLACK LEVEL RETENTION 100% 
COLOR QUALITY Excellent 

Color Quality 











enough to pull in a watchable picture, even 
under fringe-area conditions (Fig. 1). 

Audio frequency response was ruler-flat 
over the entire audible range (20 Hz to 20 
kHz). Hitachi also seems to have done a 
good job aligning the decoder section; the 
built-in MTS decoder delivered good stereo 
separation in excess of 28 dB. This should 
give you a full stereo sound along with the 
big picture. 

As more and more people set up home en- 
tertainment systems, sets such as this Hitachi 
rear-projection TV are likely to become 
more popular than ever. Until recently, rear- 
projection sets were not major players in the 
video arena. That was generally due to the 
fact that the earliest sets of this size required 
darkened rooms for optimum viewing, and 
because picture clarity left something to be 
desired. That is no longer the case, as 
evidenced by the superb picture and good 
sound delivered by this fine example from 
Hitachi. —Len Feldman 


AUDIO SECTION 


SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIO 
(at 1,000 uV, A-weighted) 
Stereo (left/right) 55.6/55.8 dB 
SAP 59.0 dB 
Mono 55.5 dB 





Frequency Response 





TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION 
(at 1 kHz, -20 dB) 








Stereo (left/right) -23/.25% 

SAP 30% 

Mono -33% 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE 

(at -20 dB, 100% modulation) 

Stereo 25 Hz to 12.6 kHz 

SAP 20 Hz to 4.8 kHz 

Mono 23 Hz to 3.0 kHz 
CHANNEL SEPARATION 


(at 1 kHz, 100%/-20 dB, 100% modulation) 
Left Channel 28.5/28.8 dB 
Right Channel 28.3/28.8 dB 




















AMPLIFIER SECTION ADDITIONAL DATA 
MAXIMUM OUTPUT PICTURE SIZE 50 Inches (diag.) 
Puin ae Sesh als POWER REQUIREMENTS 200 Watts 
i rer ee DISTORTION DIMENSIONS 
Audio Output 04% (HxWxD, in inches) 53x4544x27', 
SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIO (A-weighted) WEIGHT 242 Pounds 
Audio Output 82.7 dB SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE $3,600 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE ; 
Audio Quist 20 Hz to 20 kHz All measurements and charts supplied by APEL 





(Advanced Product Evaluation Laboratory). 














































































































































































































PIGEON POINT LIGHTHOUSE, SAN MATEO COUNTY, CA. 


PRESERVATION 
PLAN ON IT 


Planning on restoring a 
house, saving a landmark, 
reviving your neighborhood? 
Gain a wealth of 
experience and help 
preserve our historic and 
architectural heritage. Join 
the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation. 
Make preservation a 
blueprint for the future. 


Write: 
National Trust 

for Historic Preservation 
Department PA 
1785 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
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TOSHIBA 





SUMMARY 
Toshiba S-VHS VCR, Model SV-F990 

After a number of hands-on evaluations of this exciting VCR (see “‘Better 
by Design,’’ June 89 VR and ‘‘Hands On,”’ July ’89 VR), we finally got the op- 
portunity to perform a full lab test on the deck. While the performance of our test 
deck didn’t distinguish the SV-F990 as the very best S-VHS VCR we’ve seen, we’re 
still extremely impressed with this model. The abundance and versatility of its features 
still speak volumes. (Speaking of volumes, the SV-F990 comes with two separate 
owner’s manuals—one for regular operation of the deck, and another explaining the 
various digital special effects.) The deck’s built-in color fader, digital superimposer, 
character generator, video scanner and more are all real eye-openers. The deck’s 
synchro-edit capabilities (detailed in the aforementioned ‘‘Hands-On’’) are essen- 
tial for the home moviemaker. And while the picture quality here wasn’t the utmost, 
it was still very good, and the digital noise reduction circuitry of the deck helps make 
it better still (see below). 

Suffice it to say that this deck has just about everything a videographer would want 
for transforming his or her raw camcorder footage into something special. Beyond 
that, its programming capabilities render it perfectly suited for time-shifting, its in- 
dexing features make access to different programs easy and quick, and its built-in 
MTS decoder was one of the best we’ve ever tested—boasting outstanding frequen- 
cy response and stereo separation close to 40 dB. 

In the past few months we’ve seen a number of really terrific decks geared for serious 
video enthusiasts. Recent S-VHS models from JVC and Panasonic have pretty much 
redefined the state of the art. Toshiba’s SV-F990 clearly belongs ina select pantheon 
with those other groundbreaking decks. 














FEATURES 

As with a number of other such feature- 
laden VCRs, the functions of this deck can 
be divided into two categories: digital and 
non-digital. Among the latter are such con- 
venience features as index search, skip 
search, address search (for which you punch 
in the desired counter number and the tape 
zips to that spot), picture search and time 
search. On-screen displays show date and 
time and also confirm timer programming 
information and aid in editing. (The timer 
can handle eight events over two weeks.) 
Non-digital effects also include fast-forward 
or reverse picture search, slow-motion 
playback and frame-by-frame viewing. A 
jog/shuttle wheel on the remote control 
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switches between various special playback 
functions, such as wipes and fades. 

Synchro editing can be performed with 
another VCR that has a similar synchro-edit 
terminal. Even without that facility, this 
VCR makes manual insert or assembly 
editing to or from another VCR very easy 
and convenient. 

As for the digital special effects, there are 
no fewer than 11, and the various combina- 
tions they offer add up to a potpourri of ex- 
citing touches you can add to your home 
video productions. The image scanner that 
hooks up to the deck lets you pick up printed 
graphics and put them over your video pic- 
ture. This function is similar to, yet separate 
from, the digital superimposer. With both 


features, once you’ve got the picture or ti- 
tle you want, you can manipulate it in a 
number of ways, changing color, position 
and size. (And if these features don’t appeal 
to you, there’s a built-in character generator 
as well.) There are also shading effects, 
strobe, negative/positive image, fade and 
color correction. The last can be very im- 
portant, particularly if your original footage 
suffers from incorrect white balance; you 
can use the color corrector feature to 
simulate the ‘‘right’’ color tones. 

Let us not forget the deck’s cable- 
compatible tuner, FM simulcast recording 


LAB MEASUREMENTS: 
Toshiba S-VHS VCR 
Model Number: SV-F990 
Serial Number: 60209087 


VIDEO SECTION 


FREQUENCY RESPONSE 
Video Output 
SP (at 4.20 MHz) 
SP (at 5 MHz) 


SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIOS 
Red-Field Chroma (video output) 
SP (AM/PM) 
Luminance (video output) 
SP (100/50/10 IRE) 


-5.42 dB 
-10.9 dB 





39.9/37.5 dB 
42.8/41.6/43.5 dB 











AUDIO SECTION 
OUTPUT LEVEL 
Conventional -40 Volts 
Hi-Fi 2.70 Volts 
THD AT REFERENCED OUTPUT 
Conventional 1.60% 
Hi-Fi 2.30% 
WEIGHTED PEAK FLUTTER (DIN) 
Conventional (avg/peak) -450/.550% 
Hi-Fi (avg/peak) -020/.022% 





FREQUENCY RESPONSE (for -3 dB) 
Conventional 66 Hz to 12.2 kHz 
Hi-Fi 20 Hz to 20 kHz 


HARMONIC DISTORTION (at -10 dB) 








Conventional (100 Hz/1 kHz) -61/.28% 

Hi-Fi (100 Hz/1 kHz/5 kHz) -16/.10/.18% 
SIGNAL-TO NOISE RATIO 

Conventional 48.0 dB 

Hi-Fi 98.9 dB 
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capabilities and, of course, the MTS 
(multichannel television sound) decoder for 
receiving stereo broadcasts. 


CONTROLS 

As you might expect, such a versatile 
VCR requires a substantial number of con- 
trols. That Toshiba has been able to con- 
figure them in an attractive, unusual design 
is yet another advantage of the deck. With 
the front panel door closed, only the S-VHS 
indicator lights and a pair of genuine audio- 
measuring VU meters are visible. Once the 
front panel is opened, a vast array of con- 
trols are revealed on both the front panel and 
the inside surface of the door. The cassette 
slot is also here, of course. Below the slot 
are audio controls; to its right are the con- 
trols for editing, the S- VHS, dynamic noise 
reduction, audio fade and digital tracking 
switches and the main display area. 


CHANNEL SEPARATION (left/right) 
Hi-Fi 57.5/58.0 dB 





MTS DECODER SECTION 


SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIOS 
(at 100% modulation) 





Stereo (left/right) 65.4/65.0 dB 

SAP 77.4 dB 

Mono 61.6 dB 
Stairstep Linearity 


TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION 
(at 1 kHz, -20 dB) 


























Stereo (left/right) -25/.36% 
SAP 4T% 
Mono - 18% 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE (at -20 dB) 
Stereo 26 Hz to 12 kHz 
SAP 20 Hz to 5.0 kHz 
Mono 25 Hz to 2.8 kHz 
CHANNEL SEPARATION 
(0 dB/-20 dB at 100% mod.) 
Stereo 
Left channel 34.5/39.4 dB 
Right channel 32.0/36.8 dB 
| ADDITIONAL DATA 
| POWER REQUIREMENTS 55 Watts 
FAST-FORWARD TIME 
(T-120 tape) 4 Min., 55 Sec. 
FAST-REWIND TIME 
(T-120 tape) 4 Min., 45 Sec. 
DIMENSIONS 
(HxWxD, in inches) 41, 6 18%Qx16" "he 
WEIGHT 25% Pounds 
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE $2,200 





All measurements and charts supplied by APEL 
(Advanced Product Evaluation Laboratory). 





The power button and usual tape transport 
controls are on the inside surface of the door. 
Programming and channel selection buttons 
are located here, too, as are additional 
editing and counter buttons. 

S-video and regular video and audio in- 
puts are accessible from the front panel, 
behind a little door under the VU meters. 
The rear panel has VHF and UHF in/out 
jacks, two sets of video/audio input jacks, 
S-video in and out connectors, a channel 3/4 
selector switch, synchro-edit jacks and a pair 
of AC convenience outlets, one of which can 
be activated by the program timer. 

The elaborate supplied remote control 
duplicates many of the front-panel functions. 
When the remote’s own cover panel is lifted, 
many special effects controls are revealed. 
The jog/shuttle wheel is also on the remote, 
and it can be used not only for the usual 
frame-by-frame search, but also to manipu- 
late the digital effects. 


TEST RESULTS 


Video frequency response extended all the 
way out to 5 MHz, where it was down by 
10.9 dB. Response was better at the frequen- 
cy of 4.20 MHz, down only 5.42 dB. The 
viewed picture on this S-VHS deck had plen- 
ty of detail, far more than what a conven- 
tional VHS deck yields. Signal-to-noise 
ratios were a bit disappointing; while 
39.9 dB AM chroma isn’t a bad measure- 
ment, we’ve seen better. Similarly, 
luminance measurements got as high as 43.5 
dB—good, but not great. The VCR’s noise 
reduction circuitry, however, boosted these 
numbers by 3 to 4 dB, depending on the level 
of noise reduction chosen. Pictures we 
viewed on this deck looked pretty good by 
themselves, but it’s nice to know that boost 
is available when needed. 

Stairstep linearity was good until we got 
to the last step, where deviation from perfect 
linearity reached 12%. As a result, ina video 
picture, a guy wearing a dark gray suit might 
look like he’s wearing a black suit, but that’s 
the extent of the damage this spec signifies 
in the overall image. Color saturation was 
very good, purity excellent. Overall, color 
reproduction was close to perfect. 

The Hi-Fi audio circuitry performed im- 
peccably, yielding a signal-to-noise ratio of 
98.9 dB and delivering flat frequency 
response over the entire range of human 
hearing. Conventional audio results were ac- 
ceptable, but as always, not spectacular. The 
real audio news in this deck is the MTS 
decoder, which was really outstanding. We 
can’t remember the last time we saw stereo 
separation specs of 39.4 dB in the left chan- 
nel and 36.8 dB in the right channel, but 
they’re here. Stereo frequency response was 
very good as well. This is one of the few 
VCRs around that really gives you the most 
from TV stereo. The irony is that good TV 
stereo may be the least of the SV-F990’s 
myriad attractions. —Len Feldman 


Video Arts 


PROGRAM POR CATALOGING 
YOUR VIDEO LIBRARY 


VideoArts enabies you to create a custom 
catalog of your collection with no hassle regardless 
of your computer experience. You can find a 
selection instantly, view and edit entries simultane- 
ously, or run one of the many query options. 


Risk-free Offer 


Buy the package and we'll throw in FREE DEMO 
DISCS to try for 30 days. If you're not entirely 
satisfied just retum the unopened system package 
for a FULL REFUND. 


System Requirements: DOS 2.0, 400 K 
free memory, floppy & hard disc 


VideoArts Library Database $89.95 
Add $5.00 Shipping and Handling 
MASTERCARD / VISA 
1-800-365-0148 
1-615-265-0148 


CHOO CHOO SOFTWARE 
P.O. BOX 4517 
CHATTANOOGA, TN 37405 





For additional information, circle No. 149 on Reader Service Card. 












DIGITAL VIDEO STABILIZER 
ELIMINATES ALL VIDEO COPYGUARDS 











While watching rental 
movies, you will notice an- 
noying periodic color 
darkening, color shift, un- 
wanted lines, flashing or 
jagged edges. This is 
caused by the copy protec- 
tion jamming signals em- 
bedded in the video tape, 
such as Macrovision copy 
protection. The DIGITAL 
VIDEO STABILIZER: RXII 
completely eliminates all 
copy protections and jam- 
ming signals and brings you 
crystal clear pictures. 


WARNING 


The Digital Video 
Stabilizer: RXIl is in- 
tended for private 
home use only. It is 
not intended to copy 
rental movies or 
copyrighted video 
tapes that may 
constitute copyright 
infringement. 





To Order: 1-800-445-9285 or 516-568-9850 


$49.95 ea. + $4 for p&h 
M-F; 9-6 
SCO Electronics Inc. 


Dept. CV5, 581 W. Merrick Rd., Valley Stream, NY 11580 


Visa, M/C, COD 








FEATURES 


@The best and the most 
exciting Video Stabilizer 
in the market 

@ Easy to use and a snap to 
install 

@ State-of-the-art micro- 
chip technology 

@100% automatic - no 
need for any 
troublesome adijust- 
ments 

@Works on all types of 
VCRs, TVs, and Monitors 

@Light weight (8 ounces) 
and Compact (1x3.5x5") 

@ Beautiful deluxe gift box 

@Uses a standard 9 Volt 
battery which will last 1-2 
years. 

@Similar units sold else- 
where for $99 or more! 
@UNCONDITIONAL 30 
DAYS MONEY BACK 

GUARANTEE 
@ 1 YEAR WARRANTY 
@ FAST UPS DELIVERY 


















Air Shipping available 










(battery not included) 






For additional information, circle No. 71 on Reader Service Card. 


JANUARY 


PED 9:0. 293: 











TEST 


SUMMARY 

RCA S-VHS Camcorder, Model CC360 

Filling out its Pro Edit line, RCA has packed this full-size 
S-VHS camcorder with a veritable armory of features. By do- 
ing so, the company offers consumers a battery of near- 
professional editing capabilities and special effects along with 
the increased picture quality associated with the S-VHS format. 

The CC360 exhibited superb picture resolution and a minimum 
illumination level that—while not the lowest in the land—should 
allow decent shooting in poorly lit rooms. This, and such 
features as a 10-page titler and frame-by-frame re- 
cording, make the RCA CC360 a true home movie 
camcorder. 

This camcorder also provides a 
measure of compatibility as well, since 
it can record and play back conventional 
VHS tapes—in case you’re in the mid- 
dle of switching formats. About the only 
drawback of the CC360 camcorder is its weight. When 
loaded with a cassette and battery pack, this $1,899 camcorder tips the scales at 814 
pounds. But considering everything that RCA has packed into the CC360 (about the 
only thing it lacks is Hi-Fi sound), it shouldn’t be surprising that it requires a bit more 























arm strength than most. 


FEATURES 

The main attraction here is the CC360’s 
inventory of editing features and special ef- 
fects: a flying erase head for clean edits, an 
index marking capability, edit search for 
precise positioning of the tape while in the 
record mode, synchro edit, time-lapse re- 
cording, self timer and frame-by-frame 
recording for those clay animation shorts 
you’ve always wanted to make. (These are 
features we’ve also seen on RCA’s regular 
VHS CC320 camcorder; see Test Reports, 
May ’89 VR.) 

There’s also a built-in titler with 10 pages 
of memory. Each page can hold up to 48 
characters, and the memory contains 50 
commonly used words for creating titles. 
The titler also offers two different sizes and 
eight different font colors. 

The CC360 has an 8x power zoom lens 
with macro, an MOS image sensor, vari- 
able-speed shutter (up to 4oo9 of a second), 
auto-white balance and a fade button. 
Displays include tape counter, battery level 
and a clock/calendar. 

In the audio department, there’s the man- 
datory built-in microphone (with a switch 
that eliminates wind noise) and a miniature, 
one-inch speaker mounted on the side. 
There’s also an earphone jack for those con- 
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scientious folks who want to keep an ear on 
what they’re shooting. 


CONTROLS 


The majority of the operating controls for 
the camera are located on the left side of the 
CC360; the auto-focus switch, self-timer 
button, shutter speed controls, auto-iris, col- 
or balance and fade controls, as well as the 
display button, review button (to look at the 
last few seconds of a scene) and index but- 
ton are all here. 

Below this section, a hinged flap opens to 
reveal a negative/positive switch for trans- 
ferring print negatives onto videotape (us- 
ing a film slide adapter) or for creating nif- 
ty MTV-like effects. Alongside this are date- 
and time-setting buttons and a time-lapse 
control. 

On the right side of the camcorder is the 
usual handstrap/handgrip arrangement with 
a thumb trigger button and power zoom 
rocker switch. Near the back of the unit are 
the S-video hookups, a VHS/S-VHS switch 
and the cassette compartment. The battery 
pack, A/V connectors and DC power jack 
are all located on the back as well. All VCR 
controls are on the top of the CC360, along 
with the earphone jack. Also included is a 
thoughtful feature that allows you to snap the 




















LAB MEASUREMENTS: 
RCA S-VHS Camcorder 
Model Number: CC360 
Serial Number: 925260100 


























CAMERA SECTION 
MINIMUM ILLUMINATION 4.3 Lux 
HORIZONTAL RESOLUTION 450 Lines 
COLOR CONTAMINATION 8 IRE 
WHITE BALANCE 4 IRE 

SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIOS 

(optimum/minimum illumination) 

Red Field Chroma, AM 47.9/40.9 dB 
Luminance 45.9/29.7 dB 
MINIMUM FOCAL DISTANCE 44 inches 
("he inch, macro) 
LENS APERTURE 1.2 
ZOOM RATIO 8:1 
FOCAL LENGTH 11mm to 80mm 





Phase Accuracy 
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ATTENTION PRE-RECORDED TAPE VIEWERS 
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SUMMARY 
Sony VHS VCR, Model SLV-555 
Since Sony began producing VHS VCRs—recognizing the popularity of that for- 
mat over its own Beta—the company’s contributions to the VHS arena have been most 
welcome. This $750 four-head, Hi-Fi deck is no exception, offering solid perform- 


ance and fine design at a good price. 


- The SLV-555 was most impressive in its rendering of fine picture detail (measured 
video frequency was well above average) and accurate color reproduction. Stairstep 
linearity (the deck’s ability to accurately reproduce the shades of gray between black 
and white) was as close to perfect as we have measured in years. While the rest of 
its video measurements were not quite state-of-the-art, all were above average. 

For recording TV broadcasts, this deck boasts some particularly fine audio abilities. 
With a signal-to-noise ratio of more than 92 dB and channel separation coming in 
at more than 70 dB, the SLV-555 should easily please those looking for solid sound 


from a fine VCR. 


FEATURES 

For camcorder owners, Sony has provid- 
ed input jacks on the front of the SLV-555 
for easy access. Also here are a headphone 
jack and volume control. 

Along with the regular inputs and outputs 
on the back, this deck also sports what Sony 
calls an S—for synchro-edit—input (not to be 
confused with the S-video jacks on S-VHS 
equipment). With this jack, the SLV-555 can 
be connected to another Sony VCR or cam- 
corder when editing or dubbing from one to 
the other. 

One-touch recording is possible with the 
SLV-555, as is index marking for access to 
those special scenes you want to find in a 
hurry. Before recording begins, the date, 
time and channel of the program can be 
automatically put on the tape. 

In addition to being able to record pro- 
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grams broadcast in stereo via the deck’s 
MTS (multichannel television sound) de- 
coder, the SLV-555 can also record FM si- 
mulcasts and audio-only programs in VHS 
Hi-Fi when connected to a stereo tuner. 

LP playback is possible with this Sony 
deck, although recording is only in the stand- 
ard SP and EP modes. The SLV-555 also 
has auto tracking, a feature which searches 
for the optimal playback tracking position—a 
handy thing for those who have trouble ad- 
justing the tracking wheel. For those who 
have no such trouble, tracking can be con- 
trolled manually as well. 


. CONTROLS 
As we are seeing with more and more 
VCRs these days, most of this deck’s con- 
trols are hidden away. With the hinged front 
panel closed, the only accessible controls are 


STEREO VIDEO CASSETTE RECORDER SLV-555 
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LAB MEASUREMENTS: 
Sony VHS VCR 

Model Number: SLV-555 
Serial Number: 818978 


VIDEO SECTION 


FREQUENCY RESPONSE (at 2.0 MHz) 
Video Output 
SP -1.34 dB 
SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIOS 
Red-Field Chroma (video output) 
SP (AM/PM) 


Luminance (video output) 
SP (100/50/10 IRE) 





45.7/40.2 dB 
43.3/43.8/43.0 dB 











AUDIO SECTION 
(SP mode only) 
OUTPUT LEVEL 
Conventional .35 Volts 
Hi-Fi 2.70 Volts 
THD AT REFERENCED OUTPUT 
Conventional 2.30% 
Hi-Fi 3.0% 
WEIGHTED PEAK FLUTTER (DIN) 
Conventional (avg/peak) -30/.32% 
Hi-Fi (avg/peak) -020/.022% 





FREQUENCY RESPONSE (for -3 dB) 
Conventional 105 Hz to 11.4 kHz 
Hi-Fi 20 Hz to 20 kHz 


HARMONIC DISTORTION (at -10 dB) 
Conventional (100 Hz/1 kHz) 
Hi-Fi (100 Hz/1 kHz/5 kHz) 





-55/.39% 
-48/.17/.63% 





Stairstep Linearity 














the power and eject buttons, as well as a but- 
ton to flip open the front panel. 

Lowering the flap reveals an assortment 
of additional controls and jacks. On the top 
surface, audio record level controls and the 
sharpness control are exposed. Next, un- 
der the cassette slot, are the input jacks (to 
accommodate a camcorder or another 
VCR) and the headphone jack with its own 
volume control. 

Below, on the back of the panel, are the 
usual play, stop, record and tape transport 
buttons, as well as an edit button, which 
overrides some of the HQ circuitry in order 
to improve picture sharpness when dubbing 
from one deck to another. Other buttons 
located here include tracking adjustment, 
channel selection and quick timer. 

The helpful on-screen menus are con- 
trolled by the supplied remote. Six on-screen 
menus allow you to perform a variety of 


Color Accuracy 





SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIO 








Conventional 50.0 dB 

Hi-Fi 92.9 dB 
CHANNEL SEPARATION (left/right) 

Hi-Fi if 70.6/75.2 dB 
MTS DECODER SECTION 


SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIOS 
(at 100% modulation) 











Stereo (left/right) 64.2/64.6 dB 
SAP 44.0 dB 
Mono 70.1 dB 
TOTAL HARMONIC DISTORTION 
(at 1 kHz, -20 dB) 
Stereo (left/right) .31/.32% 
SAP -59% 
Mono Me -36% 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE (at -20 dB) 
Stereo 29 Hz to 12.5 kHz 
SAP 310 Hz to 1.9 kHz 
Mono 23 Hz to 2.7 kHz 
ADDITIONAL DATA 
POWER REQUIREMENTS 27.5 Watts 





FAST-FORWARD TIME 
(T-120 tape) 


FAST-REWIND TIME 


3 Min., 30 Sec. 














(T-120 tape) 3 Min., 24 Sec. 
DIMENSIONS 

(HxWxD, in inches) 37x16" 3, 6x14 
WEIGHT 134, Pounds 
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE $750 





All measurements and charts supplied by APEL 
(Advanced Product Evaluation Laboratory). 


functions. The eight-event/one-month timer 
can be set and checked, and such informa- 
tion as tape counter, tape speed and tape re- 
maining can be displayed on screen. There’s 
even a demonstration mode that takes you 
through the functions and contents of the six 
on-screen menus. All this should prevent the 
would-be time-shifter from recording 
Arsenio Hall instead of David Letterman. 

The rear panel of the SLV-555 has the 
standard array of inputs and outputs: 
VHF/UHF connectors, audio and video in- 
puts and outputs, an AC convenience outlet 
and the aforementioned S jack for synchro 
editing with other Sony products. 


TEST RESULTS 

In the SP mode, at 2.0 MHz, video fre- 
quency response was off by a mere 1.34 dB, 
with some output observed even at the 3.0 
MHz level. Luminance (brightness) signal- 
to-noise ratios were better than average at 
43.8 dB—hence this deck’s ability to provide 
a sharp, detailed picture. 

Stairstep linearity was superb, deviating 
from perfect linearity by no more than 2%. 
Color purity was good as well. 

As APEL’s test results amply attest, the 
SLV-555’s Hi-Fi and MTS decoder sections 
performed very well indeed. In Hi-Fi, fre- 
quency response was flat from 20 Hz to 20 
kHz and signal-to-noise came in at more than 
90 dB. Moreover, we found the MTS 
decoder section of this deck to be well 
aligned, delivering stereo separation in ex- 
cess of 28 dB. SAP (second audio program) 
measurements were not so hot, but that 
should not be discouraging since this chan- 
nel is generally intended for voice only. 

Operating the Sony SLV-555 was a 
breeze; it was a simple matter to become 
familiar with the VCR’s many functions. 
This is due, in large measure, to the 
SLV-555’s bumble-proof, on-screen menus, 
which make programming simple. Sony 
took quite a while to join the VHS band- 
wagon after pushing its Beta format for so 
many years. Taking the if-you-can’t-beat- 
*em-join-’em approach, Sony has done a fine 
job with this VHS VCR. —Len Feldman 


ABOUT THESE 
TEST REPORTS 
Each piece of video equipment we test is a 
factory-fresh production model—the same quali- 
ty you would buy ina store. After each product has 
been tested by APEL—Advanced Product Evalua- 
tion Laboratory, a leading independent testing 
facility headed by engineer Frank Barr—it goes to 
technical editor Len Feldman, an internationally 
recognized authority with more than 30 years’ ex- 
perience testing home entertainment products. He 
interprets the data and performs hands-on use tests 
of each piece of equipment, combining personal, 
practical experience with the most objective 
technical data available anywhere. 


IF YOU'RE NOT 
RECYCLING 
YOU'RE THROWING 
IT ALL AWAY. 
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FREE INFORMATION! 

Use this card to get more information 
about the products you saw advertised 
in this issue of VIDEO REVIEW. No 
Obligation! Absolutely Free! No Cost! 








LEXICON’S CP-1 FIXES 
SUBPAR SOFTWARE SOUND 


Circle the numbers on the card corresponding to the Reader Service numbers for advertised products in which 
you're interested. 
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1. Have you purchased video products by the mail in the past 5. Do you own a CD player or a laser player able to play 
tos? 


12 months? 
OA. Yes OB. No 


2. Have pe purchased video products using an 800 telephone 


number 
0 1. Yes 0 2. No 


the past 12 months? 


audio CDs 

0 1. Yes 0 2. No 

6. Are you a member of a Mail Order Video Club? 

0 1. Yes 0 2. No 

7. If you answered yes to Number 6, to which club are you a 


member? 
3. If you answered yes to the above, what type of products did CA. CBS Video Club DC. Time-Life Video Club 
_ — (Check all that apply): DB. RCA/BMG Video Club 
A. Prerecorded Video Software O C. Video Hardware 8. What influenced your decision to join this club? 
a B. Accessories 0 D. Blank Tape O 1. Offer O 2. Selection 


4. Would you like to see more information about audio 
equipment and improving the sound of your video system 


in Video Review? 


BA Yes CB. No. 
This card good until 3/28/90. JANO 
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999. | WANT VIDEO REVIEW! “ey ce one year (12 
issues) subscription for only $9.97 and bill me later! 
I’m saving over $17 OFF the annual single-copy price of $27! 
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12 months? 
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2. Have ip purchased video products using an 800 telephone 


number in the past 12 months? 
O 1. Yes 0 2. No 
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equipment and improving the sound of your video system 


in Video Review? 
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By Ron Goldberg 
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LEXICON’S CP-1 FIXES 
SUBPAR SOFTWARE SOUND 


By Ron Goldberg 











onsidering the rising popularity of surround sound 
as an essential part of the well-dressed home 
theater, it’s hardly surprising to see companies 
/ previously identified with audiophile products 


jumping headfirst into the video market. Regrettably, 
some of these manufacturers seem to regard video 
almost as an afterthought. Given the abundance of ‘‘me 
too’’ products, it’s refreshing to see that some compa- 
nies are employing new designs aimed specifically at ex- 
tracting the best that audio for video can offer. One such 
company is Lexicon, and its innovative approach to 
home theater sound is very much in evidence with their 


flagship surround sound 
processor, the CP-1. 

Long recognized for their 
professional recording gear, 
Lexicon has designed the CP-1 
as a flexible tool for producing 
spatial ambience from a variety 
of sources. In addition to faith- 
ful Pro Logic decoding of 
Dolby-encoded software, the 
CP-1 offers a variety of preset 


and user-de- 25 


finable ambi- | 
ence pro- 
grams for 
standard 
stereophonic 
or monaural 
material. Pret- 
ty typical fare 
so far, but 
what really 
separates the 
CP-1 from 
other sur- 
round units is innovation along 
conceptual, as well as technolo- 
gical, lines. To our knowledge, 
the CP-1 is the first surround 
sound decoder to compensate 
electronically for imperfect 
source material—an impressive 
“‘real-world”’ solution to an 
unfortunately widespread problem. 
As with anything that’s sub- 
ject to mass duplication, video- 
tapes and discs are sometimes 
prone to minor (and often major) 
irregularities in final product 











integrity. In the case of video 
software, one of the most fre- 
quently encountered problems 
is ‘azimuth error.’’ The term 
azimuth refers to the proper 
physical relationship between 
tape heads and tape. In order 
for the heads to reproduce all 
of the information contained on 
tape, the angle of contact be- 
tween the two must be extreme- 
ly precise. If 
azimuth is 
off by even a 
small de- 
gree, the en- 
suing prob- 
lems are high- 
ly perceptible: 
Dialogue 
comes out of 
the side 
speakers, ef- 
fects come 
out from the 
center and surround information 
is garbled among main and rear 
channels. Unfortunately, 
azimuth problems are all too 
common with today’s high- 
speed tape duplicating techniques. 
Sensing this problem as an 
inevitability, Lexicon decided 
to incorporate correction cir- 
cuitry to deal with these errors 
as they occur. Since the CP-1 
does all its processing in the 
digital domain, it’s a relatively 
simple matter for the unit to 





delay outgoing signals by a 
small amount: 20 milliseconds, 
to be exact, or about the same 
acoustic delay you’d receive 
sitting in the front row of a 
theater. This delay allows for 
enough time to read the input, 
make adjustments for azimuth 
or balance errors and choose 
directionality before sending 
the final processed signal out to 
the amplifiers. 





on 
Steering things right: Lexicon’s CP-1. 


The real test of a surround 
sound unit, however, is what 
comes out of it, not what hap- 
pens inside. In this regard, we 
weren’t disappointed. After in- 
itial calibration of our test unit 
(which was aided by reference 
tones and an exceptionally friend- 
ly manual), we ran the CP-1 
through several listening tests, 
each geared toward a different 
type of playback. With only 
two speakers hooked up, we 
tried out the ‘‘Panorama’’ pro- 
grams, which are intended to 
produce a three-dimensional ef- 
fect in a standard stereo setup. 
There was a subtle but discern- 
ible ‘‘filling in’’ sensation that 
almost fooled us into perceiv- 
ing more speakers than there 
really were. While the viability 
of the supplied enhancement 
programs is largely a matter of 
individual taste, Lexicon has not 
skimped on listener choices. 
The CP-1 offers six different 








hall shapes and sizes, three dif- 
ferent levels of reverb, total 
control over the mix and the 
capability of storing up to 12 
combinations in memory. It’s 
hard to imagine needing more 
flexibility for music playback. 
Music aside, what we really 
wanted to check out was the 
Dolby Surround mode and the 
advantages of the azimuth cor- 
rection circuit. Running what 





we suspected to be less-than- 
perfect software through a five- 
speaker setup, we set the 
front/rear balance wildly off 
center, expecting to hear center 
channel information coming 
from the surround speakers. 
When we turned the auto- 
azimuth adjustment on (yes, 
it’s defeatable), we were amazed 
to hear the results: After a mo- 
ment of internal calculation, 
the CP-1 placed dialogue 
squarely in the center speaker 
while retaining sound effects in 
the rear channels. Although the 
final playback was simply what 
you’d expect from any self- 
respecting surround sound pro- 
cessor, hearing the CP-1 per- 
form this under very stacked 
odds was impressive indeed. 
For this alone, the CP-1 would 
deservedly earn the proverbial 
thumbs up. That it’s also a 
highly flexible unit that sounds 
superb makes it even better. 
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TO ORDER CALL 


800-695-3535 
IF BUSY CALL 


212-564-4398 
FAX 212-643-9727 
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UP TO $50 


FAX-705 
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-- O19 
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Quantity limited. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Our prices reflect cash price and are good 
for mail order only. Shipping and handling extra and nonrefundable. Returns or exchanges are subject to ten 


WE SHIP WORLDWIDE 


For additional information, circle No. 46 on Reader Service Card. 


percent restocking fee. CA #001838061 


PANASONIC 


CMC 





CCD-F35 


67 


Includes 
- Original mfg access. 
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+ Tripod - Filter 
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+ CCD Image Device with 
7 lux Light Sensitivity 

+ High Speed Shutter 

+ 8:1 Power Zoom Lens with 
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| PANASONIC PRO LINE 
VHS CAMCORDERS 





MIBRO CO. ~ 


1-800-223-0322 


64 WEST 36th STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10018 
is __SERVING THE PUBLIC FOR 40 YEARS! _ 
ALL 8MM AND VHS CAMCORDERS INCLUDE: ORIGINAL MANUFACTURERS ACCESSORIES 


N.Y. RESIDENTS 
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PANASONIC 
PV-120 ‘ 


ePANASONIC AG-400 VHS-C 


VHS \ — hepsi PANASONIC AG-450 20 PC. ib. 
20 PC. ePANASONIC PV-S540 PANASONIC AG-170L PROFESSIONAL 
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ePANASONIC PV-S565 
ePANASONIC PV-S575 


PRICES REDUCED!! 
PACKAGE DEALS AVAILABLE 


INCLUDES: Panasonic PV-500 @Battery Pack *AC 
Adapter eCharger @RF Converter eCables Tripod 


*Lens Cleaning Kit $ 5698 


eVHS Tapes elnstructions 
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PV-530 
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OUTFIT 
INCLUDES: Panasonic PV-530 @Battery Pack eAC 
Adapter eCharger RF Converter Cables Tripod 
eLens Cleaning Kit 
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INCLUDES: Panasonic PV-520 @Battery Pack #AC 
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PRICES GREATLY DISCOUNTED!! 


PROFESSIONAL 
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INCLUDES: Panasonic PV-460 eBattery Pack #AC 
Adapter Charger RF Converter eCables © Tripod 


Adapter eCharger RF Converter *Cables Tripod 
eLens Cleaning Kit *VHS Tapes 
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PANASONIC PV-S1I40 IN STOCK 
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SONY i SONY 
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INCLUDES: Sony CCD-F35 eBattery Pack *AC 
Adapter ¢Charger RF Converter *Cables Tripod 


Lens Cleaning Kit 
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eRICOH R-850 = *RICOH R-800H 
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5 YEAR EXTENDED WARRANTY 
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eJVC GR-30U 
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GREATLY DISCOUNTED!! 
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¢1.5x TELEPHOTO. . 
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eSUNPAK CV-300 VIDEO LITE 
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Lens Cleaning Kit 
‘798 


38MM Tapes 
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RCA CC-310 


RCA CC-320 
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eVHS REWINDERS 
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VISA | 
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‘MasterCard 
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PRBIGHES Re iesriysicalterr ures. clo leee, ARID her Sept., p. 49 
PUPS STO Ui SESE OT RRR oes TRUE 5 Jan., p. 86 
Berenstain Bears: In the Dark ......... Aug., p. 68 
Bert Rigby You're a Fool ...........++ Sept., p. 58 
The Best of Eddie Murphy Saturday 

DVIPATHEAVC ja. 5's. 5 «26 «. n/c em tphmsas ON wt cba Oct., p. 114 
AML UR 2) We (los 8, 0 (ne ee Rar evale terete April, p. 79 
Bette Midler’s Mondo Beyondo......... June, p. 74 
DiSe eh: roth ive ss np cit eee eee April, p. 76 
Big Brother and the Holding Company: 

TITLE T ENT 651 RT ea ERS EP Sept., p. 77 
MPUIEATTSIPLOSS on csc os ats eis yn ebesedasoxels oe a st April, p. 78 
Bill & Ted's Excellent Adventure ....... Sept., p. 58 
LETS SEER ERIS AER eS ea EE July, p. 58 
EGR SEAS GLP Cs 05) is 5a 2 esl ch hiv sage) aR June, p. 70 
PRICK POSES cui (qi 16s -« 6 Ao. ars PON Ley Feb., p. 60 
DHE TOD IOSD) co ein se areca are ee seb seca Jan., p. 72 
Blood Money: The Story of 

WUION ce NAMING Oo 2s « .:s\afaleecare sso ae May, p. 57 
PRION Se si. cho. 85.45 gna re Meals Feb., p. 60 
The Balshoi at the Bolshoi: 

The Nutcracker vvaesias 36 kanes Dec., p. 102 
PE TIOOSE 6), 3: Rte einen wiki aay Sept., p. 60 
DOMIET QUO oss ve cen Mages cc's sires Dec., p. 100 
Boyfriends and Girlfriends............ Oct., p. 103 
The Boy Scout Advancement Program . .March, p. 72 
PRENBIUR: ME Be OT biel ote March, p. 58 
STI RRISE NGS. V7. pease mr hae te ein teeta, c May, p. 63 
POHCO BUY oe) las aa as aed A» May, p. 54 
Bruce Springsteen Video Anthology . . . .March, p. 64 
So eahla eta eee’ AN ear Aug., p. 46 
Bugs Bunny in King Arthur’s Court .... . Sept., p. 82 
Bugs and Daffy’s Carnival of the 

MNOS). 3523 Las vated aie oe Reed Sept., p. 82 
Bu iran aca... + no, aoe eee Feb., p. 49 
WCU DUIS ooo. s adel ccar ca tee en Sept., p. 58 
(BUTIERSISECTER Pi. 3G. 2 rr Ue July, p. 63 
Eight Busby Berkeley Musicals ........ . Dec., p. 92 
IE VOUT Sense a acsews sacra ele ah Aug., p. 38 
Buster Keaton—A Hard Act to Follow .. .Nov., p. 76 
MEIC GRID, crac Sale on oes, ace AUG Se NE June, p. 70 
Gd ynGO BS, 6. ea VANS OWS March, p. 52 
Cannibal Women in the Avocado 

Cee DO pet aes SOR MEO IANOHTT lS) May, p. 58 
The Care Bears Music Video .......... Nov., p. 94 
Carnival of the Animals ............. Dec., p. 106 
PReICAPOMLET "> sibs va Pate east Dec., p. 84 
Cartoonies Featuring Little Lulu ....... Aug., p. 56 
Cartoons for Big Kids..............4. Nov., p. 86 
NCHAHCESLARE. 5.55: ies « 21s k « Ayuly Gadaapren Nov., p. 58 
Charlie Chan at the Opera........... March, p. 61 
CMSING, DREQINS.. 5 asx crc Fama he ee Sept., p. 60 
CR ERIV ERIN eld. 5 5 2 5s Pavatiae HRS March, p. 56 
TIS USUI ee en Rae I ey May, p. 54 
Chloe in the Afternoon .............+4% July, p. 70 
(GROCER AIING tats art os 3s,» acxsnvarn, ersstaes March, p. 54 
Christmas with Flicka ............+-: Dec., p. 102 
CORP AN GAD TIN so sa on, PE RG Nov., p. 61 
Clty tt Fer, stke hint eel ives 4) bare esd Jan., p. 82 
Ceara Heal Vhs ne ices Rae June, p. 56 
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Classic: RGtry TALES). intretoveliets aha", atte Aug., p. 68 
Clifford’s Fun with Letters ............. Jan., p. 95 
Clifford’s Fun with Numbers ........... Jan., p. 95 
Clifford’s Fun with Opposites .......... May, p. 69 
Clifford’s Fun with Sounds ............ May, p. 69 
Clean and Sobers. Moms... sees ee May, p. 52 
WRENS Res ess 8s Ee sine « June, p. 52 
PEGE OCOURUEN ‘cinsscigiede GS «eh: «es oe wee Aug., p. 56 
Cocoon: Me Retin woos. i easton ts Aug., p. 42 
Columbia Pictures Cartoons Starring 

DLA DNR Be: 5 nse ok Bae atseeale eee Aug., p. 56 
Coming to America ........0..2-0005+ June, p. 52 
Coming Around Again ...........00005 Jan., p. 92 
Condon. Wah Sv ceqobvalels: saw March, p. 66 
Couch Potato Workout .............++ June, p. 77 
(SGD SIS Mad SR ne Ns ae iyaoks Se aia ete MO Oct., p. 110 
Griminal law iors a ante ® Bs ght 3 Nov., p. 57 
"Crocodile: Dundeedh.s seis hh ko 06 April, p. 76 
Crossing Deldiwcey neti. adie is'o3). Viele: May, p. 48 
CRUSOE NS. RRR). HAAR Aug., p. 40 
A:Gryinithe Dark  xaiitekeed aie Me July, p. 56 
LOT WENT I LAY 2:1 Eas rere ORES Oey 3 Aug., p. 58 
CYDORS once Heth a we soo pees Nov., p. 61 
Daffy Duck’s Quackbusters ........... Nov., p. 86 
DAKOAS, hes Wx More Vos ne «voy eae July, p. 63 
Dance of the Damned ..............45 May, p. 58 
DarigerousMiaisons os «s's%'Snehe bh « Aug., p. 36 
DM TNT oo ere oe os een Roki July, p. 68 
David Brenner’s ‘‘I Hate to Work Out!”’ 

POTROME TF Sie cin asthe nt os WY Nov., p. 92 
PONTO ANY 521115 Sees RE NR aE Nov., p. 54 
WICCHIGAIN Nan. Oct ais oh ak dee Nov., p. 59 
WRG PORE PORE Oh aioe tire etilae as April, p. 78 
DGOA ROIGEISE wate whe a Ritage) ><" peo n.0se,s June, p. 53 
Dear America: Letters Home 

EPROREWACIOOHE Met ee 50,0: Pal» '¢ PHYO July, p. 74 
Wipes TTT 2 ox a asse xe pake FS aise Aug., p. 58 
The Definitive Dali. o....600 5 rei ie May, p. 68 
The Desperate Hours .........4.00005 Dec.,, p. 77 
Deviliinthe tiles ys one ae OP as eee Sept., p. 66 
a Tar ee EAC A Oa Ce ee Feb., p. 48 
Dinosaurs, Dinosaurs, Dinosaurs... .. . Dec., p. 106 
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels ...........-.-: July, p. 56 
DDOMEHOE GS xs. Maca d & Perales Oct., p. 112 
DOM QUiXOle «at creates rays Mis < ehayop aces pce Sept., p. 72 
Don't Wake Your Mom ............+. Dec., p. 108 
Pra Regi! +, ARR ee July, p. 78 
TRE OONS a BUPOp eyes oe oie alas May, p. 64 
DALE Gale Neem ett cing ae tee as March, p. 58 
DE OVCLOPS Soe oi sis, ove pieady Sate Stew June, p. 65 
Dr. Heimlich’s Home First Aid Video ... .Jan., p. 94 
TREE TOA 6 bib dae Ge oes Nov., p. 54 
ERLE TCD retelu's, eehey! 4, 20: cn. = Ace cea a pale Jan., p. 82 
Duke Ellington’s Sophisticated Ladies . . . April, p. 86 
Ear GUIS AREIERSY | oes sie fos wees Dec., p. 68 
ECHOCS Of PORGMGE SG Vm. sos ve he Sept., p. 67 
BARE Of DANY eye Slate isc iy scéin ». 90 000.9 Sept., p. 68 
BSH MEM OUL. pamcrthetiparsieia ts aesiseiror oss Aug., p. 48 
Elvira: Mistress of the Dark.......... March, p. 53 
ernest: Saves CHiStnas a 01. a sess -tare Dec., p. 78 
Everybody’s All-American ............+ June, p. 54 
An Evening with Danny Kaye .......... July, p. 76 
QO EP ee «rs 5 o'a's'e's swale ee July, p. 70 
Whe Famine atet cA ees ts On ee July, p. 64 
MUOE MOISERS Ghee eters. wd aces coco June, p. 70 
Farewell'to the King .'5 0.209 6.) oc2 03's Oct., p. 102 
FUP OOR StS ae as oll AR SEO Dec., p. 84 
RGIS. W0, PARN ches outcasts nig ite Ra Jan., p. 82 
The Firm Aerobic Workout with Weights, 

VOL 2 eS Pe le Re PE Jan., p. 93 
Fins Ladies ofOpera’.je 2% 2's. 5.4. o aale March, p. 62 
A Fish Called Wanda .............4. March, p. 49 
Flesh and the Devil. .........0.000055 Aug., p. 54 
RUM GWG edS sn ie Fe os LS RMT SEB July, p. 74 
THATS Me AL zh stats ao x ohes o hae Sept., p. 50 
Food of the Gods, Part 2 ............. Aug., p. 58 
Footlight Serenade..... 0... cceeediies June, p. 68 
For All Maghind 6 S688 TILE Oct., p. 114 
Frank, Liza & Sammy—The Ultimate 

VENDA ce ye, Se Sahoo srs Nov., p. 90 
TOPEWOY tibet awa cen ce. a Feb., p. 60 
PFOSINHOMSES cs. x «5 > 3 sete aS UNE June, p. 60 
Pe 2! Ss BOO ce MESA S| Dec., p. 79 
Frosty the Snowman ........00000005 Dec., p. 106 
Gabe Kaplan as Groucho............. Aug., p. 46 
Nie Gauregiet! oe ok ce irien eid a May, p. 54 


Six Gene Autry Westerns ...........-+ Nov., p. 72 


The General Died at Dawn...........- Dec., p. 93 
George Burns: His Wit and Wisdom ..... June, p. 74 
GRGSIDUSTONS ITT asics vXh.s\eietesie taste Dec., p. 64 
GROSt TOWN. <6: ete se cee oe March, p. 58 
Glearting te: CUDE: 28 a odiatsexh. sha. « Sept., p. 66 
Glenn Gould: A Portrait .............. Jan., p. 90 
Godzilla vs. the Smog Monster ......... Dec., p. 83 
Gone with the Wind: The 50th Anniversary 

BRNO 5's aussie on vies eae Nov., p. 70 
Me. Good: Mother vs..0.0.. 24. Bates Oe March, p. 52 
I, RRR Re aN Nt emer er. Jan., p. 82 
Gorgon Video Magazine, Vol. 1 ....... Nov., p. 91 
GoerUas: ithe MESt a si es are te May, p. 46 
Grandma's House: Shee ae June, p. 70 
Grind: Slant. |, ick 2s Phy So eR ek Sept., p. 82 
Great Air Battles, Vols. 1 to4 ........ Dec., p. 104 
Great:Bauls OfFIre.. oct cs oc ss s eee Dec., p. 70 
The, Great Outdoors. a5. i555. eat Ree Feb., p. 53 
The Greatest Show on Earth ........... Jan., p. 86 
GREE. . vats .5i Anas piping ate July, p. 70 
Halloween IV: The Return of Michael 

WVEYENS Fie sz. cies ave a (ateeyshass epee Meena June, p. 63 


Happy Birthday Moon and Other Stories .Nov., p. 94 
Harlem Globetrotters: Six Decades 


WARE. wis oi eeatintie ts Ov eT aR ee Oct., p. 116 
Harold Clurman: A Life of Theater ..... April, p. 86 
Heart of Midnight .................4. July, p. 68 
Heathers... Sit detiow usticried tye Sade ene Aug., p. 40 
Hedda Hopper’s Hollywood ..........+ Nov., p. 76 
Hellbound: Hellraiser II... ..........5 Aug., p. 58 
FROG, is «iain 09's «hug vn asl Nov., p. 61 
FAP Listers ately wate eal RT ite hie ohh Dec., p. 84 
The Hoffnung Festival Concert ......... May, p. 68 
ROLE WOOL. aie sctihele-e eel ie een aes June, p. 64 
WRAREDOY .! 0. 5 MRD tage em eRe Dec., p. 74 
Horsé Feathers. 3 = 642. Ve ae March, p. 60 
Hotel Terminus were. ct ore Nov., p. 62 
FOWL GH =," loiataleke Win Ws. feaatudatGin aah ae: Jan., p. 82 
How to Get Ahead in Advertising ....... Dec., p. 76 
How to Stop the One You Love from 

Drinking & Using Drugs ...........- July, p. 76 
PRICE TIONG i, 5a caste maps esioaptiae March, p. 65 
LAR EW Se ge vate ea koi Nov., p. 74 
I Wanna Hold Your Hand ............. May, p. 50 
Imagine: John Lennon ........ 0.66645 April, p. 85 
I’m Gonna Git You Sucka ..........+++ July, p. 59 
Impact Video Magazine, Vol. 1 ........ Nov., p. 91 
UR TUPONED) PLQOE sce ipa mio «eda eater June, p. 68 
MP DULCE SUDNIOL oc pul icaee sos os oie SIE Dec., p. 102 
The INQUITY Sz: Saves ate dceersrcipe ar mao tps March, p. 56 
TITER ss olaprebae ate eax be Ce Oct., p. 100 
James Galway Plays Mostly Mozart ....Oct., p. 112 
Jane Fonda’s Complete Workout ....... April, p. 87 
January: Man: Ac Wse nial Get ea cal rates Oct., p. 104 
Jimi Plays Monterey ....... 000 0cceees Aug., p. 62 
John Lennon and the Plastic Ono Band: Live Peace 

Net A ORGIND Li. vasa aqoerateepa spat anere Ae June, p. 72 
Just a: Gigolo: TS, pia. Raq om sie ea eat Aug., p. 46 
Re iis «és Bae tao ei kee Dec., p. 65 
Kathy Smith’s Pregnancy Workout...... Sept., p. 82 
Kids Have Rights, Too! ............. March, p. 72 
UA QPIOP Go eh as os Ass Kis de 2 Spain Re May, p. 62 
Kings and Desperate Men............. May, p. 57 
Kiri Te Kanawa at Christmas ......... Dec., p. 102 
Konkombe: The Nigerian Pop 

Bibi BCBG) ois 5 cn Gioo 8s nai lo ROMO July, p. 75 
LEA: (BOUNTY: 5 7 skim; estan tee Pa Sept., p. 68 
Lady of the Camellias .........0000055 Nov., p. 90 
Lair of the White Worm. ....... 0000005 June, p. 58 
The Land Before Time .............4 Sept., p. 62 
Last Rites 6.0.50 (ci, UR ae June, p. 62 
The Last Temptation of Christ ......... Sept., p. 57 
Lawrence of Arabia .............0065 Nov., p. 68 
Lethal Woman). dé bcvaewlsa ds Greet July, p. 68 
La TRON os is. USERS wide ns ieee Feb., p. 60 
Leviathanics opin aed Moca 8 a QOD Dec., p. 75 
License to Drive Mee eh eek ae Jan., p. 80 
dhe Lighthorsemen \..20 5 in .. Wantaaki ee Feb., p. 54 
Little Dorrit oho ea ah ae Oct., p. 105 
Living Colour: Primer ............... Aug., p. 60 
TOSHANREIS. 65510, digi; uaa Guinala RB Nov., p. 56 
Eove‘at Stake Os Sik tiniade tuseee cae. le May, p. 52 
Lynyrd Skynyrd Tribute Tour ......... March, p. 65 
Madame Sousatzka 1.1.0... 00. cece June, p. 56 


The Maestro’s Company, Vols. 1 & 2...Oct., p. 120 














The Magical Mystery Tour............- Jan., p. 93 
MOJO ECUGUC eh eas la ad ire as tbs Nov., p. 53 
The Making of a Legend: Gone with the 

LA? Laine ibe ec Sein sh roe cee Ae Nov., p. 68 
The Mamas and the Papas: Straight 

OOS x See arts tines Bian 6 ina a sles Dec., p. 96 
Man on the Moon ............+++.. Oct., p. 114 
Maple Town: The Case of the Missing 

CU Ge Net and A eee vss o> April, p. 87 
MGR BOL aiintee ie a Mess gmat Dec., p. 96 
Married to the Mob ................ March, p. 48 
MMEMOMENOP Were a'/5 Bes 5, comin June, p. 57 
The Mephisto Waltz ............-++++ Sept., p. 67 
TRE erey WidOWi to... <.Ketehslone exche oven July, p. 72 


Michael Jackson: The Legend Continues . Aug., p. 62 
Mickey Mantle: The American Dream Comes 


1710 2 | case Pa Re ra a Oe EB Aug., p. 62 
MIGMGHE COD LI Rens ARERR i ee July, p. 68 
MIGIIRHERUA (i ios Ries Comics oe aa March, p. 49 
LES TRON TIOME 15's. 50.65 apreda sole foak June, p. 57 
Milton Berle—The Second Time Around .Aug., p. 56 
MISS: FIPEChRaCRetwee oo) es Dec., p. 66 
Mississippi Burning ..........000005 Aug., p. 34 
TREUMOEII Gee. Tins oA ARG Rte Ce cee Jan., p. 70 
IMOndO New YOn (iwi Perse ls ele oe ee June, p. 70 
MOnKEy SURES ORNS wie Onl N elie wulele wee Jan., p. 80 
Monster from a Prehistoric Planet ...... Dec., p. 83 
I ORSLET AICO oh «Oral oT ehel Bh eig Dec., p. 106 
MOOTROVERSMGAN 5 cre se clarassieic acted ay bestaes June, p. 68 
Moon Over Parador ............00005 April, p. 77 
MIGOWHGN Gare =. 3:daiat- ss te xcthgee ans Dec., p. 84 
MOORWOIKEGIG «soem 8 ts.si0-0iars' ee April, p. 85 
Mr. Deeds Goes to Town ............. Dec., p. 90 
MEENOTNE NG: CAHIR, wiale rise) cok le Mee Jan., p. 81 
Murder Over New York ............. March, p. 61 
Murphy’s Laws of Golf ...........4++5 July, p. 78 
My Blood, Your Blood ............. Dec., p. 100 
My Stepmother Is an Alien............. July, p. 66 
Mysteries of Mankind ............... Dec., p. 104 


The Mysterious Black-Footed Ferret ...March, p. 66 
The Mysterious Tadpole & Other Stories .Nov., p. 94 


Mystie Rizwan dice sans APU es May, p. 56 
TIAINGKAD SUID -cirWirete 5-09.38 ask 8 «rcs Sept., p. 49 
Nelson Mandela 70th Birthday Tribute .. .June, p. 73 
INGNGSE TR. s os Gators Se eels ees Feb., p. 60 
NiQiMDPOQRER os cso toc sian ies we ee Sept., p. 64 
Nighi tains, worte Reais « March, p. 58 
Night of the Demons ........ 000-6445 Sept., p. 68 
A Nightmare on Elm Street 4: The Dream 

MANAG. <5.» sy dieareeernaa eee Jan., p. 76 
DULRMY see: Bf sas Petes ltt hin ashes eyes Sept., p. 80 
INO SAfesavele. Fos. ee NN 8: MEAN Dec., p. 84 
On the Edge of Extinction: Panthers & 

THEPRTS Ro ets coves Male cd ayes es March, p. 66 
Opera Favorites by Puccini .......... March, p. 62 
Out Cold HA SEN i ee ahs BE Oct., p. 100 
PEURUS Vas iii ve uses ae eee July, p. 58 
Paris Reunion Band )0 ss \ wise wine's Sept., p. 77 
Pale A eee abe Feb., p. 50 
POS TIOUIR ook. «4\sahsate yids wists Oe wate (as Oct., p. 104 
Paul Reiser—Out ona Whim......... March, p. 53 
Pecos Bran OS tre aera cs caver on March, p. 72 
Pallasthe GONGUeVOR aie ics 6 dies +010, 8 cole July, p. 64 
Pet SM TIALS. edi Poe EAS Nov., p. 56 
Peter Gunn Programs ............04++ Dec., p. 86 
Phantasm TED BCT oo oN cea es ee eo Feb., p. 53 
The Phantom Empire). yopaieatissva a aes Dec., p. 84 
Pha ith AOE Sw «5b eed ate e es Sept., p. 68 
PR yStCaT EVAR OIE 60025 Es hong. 9, proce n 0 Aug., p. 38 
Pint CD CAN etc Oe «Ooh SERENE. June, p. 68 
POUAKGELSETID Ns 00) > wleislheb fa wo atts ay 1 May, p. 56 
The Postman Always Rings Twice ...... Aug., p. 54 
TRE PFESIAIO EMT ee is 5's 8 OEM Feb., p. 50 
PICEA I te kilnod ace Dec., p. 90 
Public Enemy: Fight the Power Live ....Nov., p. 87 
PUMADRENN OA aan oo is cls giare sates «has June, p. 62 
PHNCE Ee eaten < Se eas March, p. 50 
Queenie eras ei ei <4 1st what 0 Oct., p. 110 
REMMI aan aA Rec boz'y aoyctace ease Sept., p. 48 
TD eae oe oo 519, «pins yorste, sos Sept., p. 72 
ROD PICA ie. ea Pe OO A ie Jan., p. 68 
RAE SEOWNOM tate ciate sais! Pais cians le = Nov., p. 61 
Remembering Marilyn ............04+% May, p. 63 
Return to Snowy River ............+455 Jan., p. 72 
Rhythm of Resistance: Black South African 

MUSEO ee RRR tet ole ta G TOK aie eet July, p. 75 








TOPICS COVERED 


e@ FUNDAMENTAL VIDEO 

@ FUNDAMENTAL TECHNIQUES 
@ CAMERA MOVEMENTS 

@ LIGHTING TECHNIQUES 

@ VIDEO COMPOSITION 

@ SOUND RECORDING 

@ EDITING 


Instructed by Dennis Nesheim 
Video Instructor Since 1980 


demonstrates how to use a camcorder... 


SF Perfect Gift 
for Camcorder Users 
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VIDEOMAKER “Practical, factual overview promotes -- and inspires -- videomaking success.” 
VIDEO “An informative, practical guide to making! better videos... 
can help anyone interested in making better videos.” 


TO ORDER BY PHONE CALL 1-800-AG-FILM-2 (243-4562) 


BY MAIL SEND PAYMENT WITH ORDER FORM TO: 
VIDEOTHEATER 7951 Mall Rd., Florence, KY 41042 


ADD $2.00 SHIPPING & HANDLING KENTUCKY RES. ADD 5% TAX 


Produce 
f30" 






EARLY 
CHRISTMAS 
SPECIAL 


$9995 


NESHEIM 





teaches in organized steps... 














NAME PHONE. 
ADDRESS 

MC/VISA# EXP. DATE 
SIGNATURE 











The Lowest Price- 
on all major brands 


GUARANTEED. 
°r$100 Reward 


Panasonic 


Professional/Industrial Video 


a! 
AUDIO VIDEO CENTER siscessivin 2008 


C|’7 xa170 


@ 6:1 Power Zoom Lens 
with Macro Capability 


e@ Piezo Auto Focus 
e Flying Erase Head 
@ High-Speed Shutter 


cEeeilees 





SONY @ PANASONIC e RCA @ MINOLTA e CANON e QUASAR 


1-800-228-9700 


“IF WE CAN'T BEAT YOUR BEST PRICE** 


4816 INTERSTATE DR. 
CINCINNATI, OH 45246 
(513) 874-4300 


**Merchandise must carry U.S.A. warranty (no gray goods). Merchandise should be in stock. Total 
price should include shipping, handling, insurance, credit card charges, C.O.D. fees etc. 


CHALLENGE US!" 


For additional information, circle No. 15 on Reader Service Card. 
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Rikky and Pete 

Robert Cray Live 

Rocket Gibraltar 

Roots, Rock, Reggae: Inside the Jamaican 
Music Scene 

Running on Empty 

Salaam-Bombay!’\, 2 gecde » aes ss oped Oct., 

Salsa: Latin Pop Music in the Cities 

Say Anything 


Scenes from the Class Struggle in 
Beverly Hills 

Scrooged 

See No Evil, Hear No Evil 

Shape Up with Mary Hart 

Short Circuit 2 

The Siege of Firebase Gloria 


MR OUMIERGITCHS. 2% 09,0), 25,8 Dec., p. 104 
Space Music & the Making of Space 
i . 91 
Space Mutiny a . 58 
Spike of Bensonhurst 

Sports Cartoons 

Sports Illustrated 25th Anniversary Swimsuit 


Springtime in the Rockies ............. June, p. 
Stand Up and Cheer 

Star Trek: The Cage . . 

Stars in Stripes 

Stealing Heaven 

Stealing Home 

Stress Manager 

Stripped to Kill II: Live Girls .......... Aug., p. 
DMMVGN STVAVES re dpe as ae April, p. 
Suspiria 

Sweet Hearts Dance 

Talk Radio 

Tango Bar 


Tapeheads 

A Taxing Woman 

Team of the Decade 

Tequila Sunrise 

Tex Avery's Screwball Classics II 

They Live 

The Thin Blue Line 

Things Change 

TRLCE PURUIVES «..)::4. sa. Sars IO lees an Dec., p. 
Tiger Warsaw 

The: Time: of ANeU, EAVES: Pec: on es sha Nov., p. 
Tom & Jerry 50th Anniversary Classic . .Oct., p. 114 
Tommy Tricker and the Stamp Traveller. .Nov., p. 92 
Topaze -, Pp. 68 
Torch Song Trilogy 

Tougher Than Leather 

Travelling North 

A Tribute to Ricky Nelson 

Troma’s War 

True Believer 

Tucker: The Man and His Dream 

Turn on the Music 

Twice Dead 


Two to Tango 

The Unbearable Lightness of Being 
Under the Biltmore Clock 

Under the Sun of Satan 

The Understudy: Graveyard Shift II 


Vietnam Home Movies: Parts 1 &2.... 


A Vision Shared: A Tribute to Woody 
Guthrie and Leadbelly 


Waxwork 
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Guide To Your 
Mail-Order Rights 


As a service to our readers, we of- 
fer the following guidelines and 
suggestions concerning your 
rights as a mail-order buyer. 


10 TIPS FOR BUYING 
BY MAIL 











Mail-order advertisers in Video 
Review offer a large variety of 
video and consumer electronics 
products at some of the most at- 
tractive prices available anywhere. 


1. Before ordering, be sure you under- 
stand the company’s return policy. Read 
the advertisement carefully and make sure 
everything is spelled out in detail. 


2. Find out if warranties, shipping, 
handling and insurance costs are includ- 
ed in the quoted price. Does the price as 
listed include a rebate? 


3. Keep a record of your order includ- 
ing: the company’s name, address and 
phone number and information about the 
item you purchased. Save your canceled 
check or a copy of your money order. 


4. If you order by telephone and use a 
credit card, be sure to keep the same 
detailed information. 


5. Never send cash through the mail. 
Send a check or money order. Many 
companies also accept credit card 
charges, but then special credit rules 
apply. 

6. If merchandise is damaged, contact 
the mail-order company immediately. If 
you're asked to return the product, get a 
shipping receipt. 

Tisai you return merchandise for any 
reason, always get a receipt from the 


shipper. 


8. If you don’t receive your order 
because your package is lost in transit, the 
mail-order company should take respon- 
sibility for tracing it. 


9, If your prepaid order doesn’t arrive 
when promised, you may cancel the 
order and get a full refund. If the com- 
pany didn’t give you a delivery date in its 
solicitation, the company must ship your 
order within 30 days of receipt. 


10. If you cancel a mail-order purchase 
charged on your credit card, the seller 
must credit your account within one bill- 
ing cycle following receipt of your 
cancellation request. 


f PLEASE READ THE MAIL ORDER RULES @ f@ PLEASE READ THE MAIL ORDER RULES @ 


f@ PLEASE READ THE MAIL ORDER RULES @ 


IF YOU FIND A BETTER DE‘ 


38411 Ford Road. Westland, Ml 48185 


Carrying Holster 
for Camcorders 
Provides Instant 
Access * Draw- 
string Cover « 
Compartments for 
Spare Batteries 
and Tapes 


$34.95 
RIGO 


HI 

BAND \ 

450 Lines of Resolution « 
1/10,000 Shutter Speed + 8x 
Zoom + Pro Mic Date/Time « 
Special Effects/Titling » Fades 
Titles/Scenes + Still Slow/Mo/ 
Frame Advance - Hi BAND «4 Lux 


R-800H PLEASE CALL 
MINOLTA 


VHS « 3 Lux * 6x Zoom « Ye Inch 
CCD + 1/1,000 Shutter Speed + 
Auto Focus « Auto Exposure « Auto 
White » Audio/Video Fade 


v10 PLEASE CALL 


VIVITAR 


By: 


All in 1 Transfer Photos/Films/ 
Slides to Video Tape 
UvCc-1 PLEASE CALL 


3 Lux » Flying Erase Head 8x » 
Built-in Speaker * Audio/Video 
Dub * Macro Focus « Time Lapse « 
Auto Date Stamp * Auto White 
Balance 


CC9915 
SUNPAK 


2 Hr. Quick Charge * 25-35 
Minutes + 18 to 30 Watt Halogen 
« Auto Sensor « Adjusts to Accu- 
rate Lighting 


AUTO CV300 $144 
TOSHIBA 


PRO 
SVHS « HiFi « 4 Head « 11 Digital 
Effects « Jog & Shuttle Dial » 
Optical Scanner + Character Gen- 
erator * Synchro Edit 


SVF 990 PLEASE CALL 


COPY CAM 


Camcorder « Enhancer « Increases 
Video Sharpness and Clarity with 
Sharpness Control + Balances 
Audio w/Audio Zoom 


$44 * 


TOO LOW TO PRINT PRICE 


Integrated Video *k 
Lighting System 
50 Watt DC Quartz 
Halogen + Battery 

Pack Attaches 
Underneath _Cam- 

corder » Battery 

Also Doubles as 

Power Source for 
Virtually All Cam- 
corders 


$119.95 Gi 
RIGON jaa 


8x Zoom» 1/4,000 Shutter Speed 
+ Fades Titles/Scenes * 4 Lux « 
Date or Time Stamp » Superim- 
pose 4 Titles 


R-850 PLEASE CALL 
MINOLTA 


8mm « 4 Lux + 1/1,000 Shutter 
Speed + Audio/Video Fade + 
Flying Erase Heads + 8x Zoom 


881 PLEASE CALL 


MULTIDISC PLAY- 
ERS NOW IN STOCK 


PLEASE CALL 


1 Lux « Flying Erase Head 8x « 
Built-in Speaker » Audio/Video 
Dub « Macro Focus « Time Lapse + 
Auto Date Stamp * Auto White 
Balance « Digital Speed Effects 


c¢9920 
OLYMPUS 


8mm + 420 Lines * 360,000 Pixels 
6x +7 Lux * Plezo Auto Focus « Fly 
Erase Head * Multi Shutter Speed 


VX803 PLEASE CALL 


AZDEN 


TRE if 


als es" 
Now you can preserve your home 
movies on video tape easily and 
economically » Converts home 


movies and slides to ad y : 
8x10 screen 


SALE $29.95 


AUDIO/VIDEO 
MAESTRO 
C, fama 


Enhance Video * 
Stereo Audio Mixer 


$69 AMBICO 0629 


800-247-4663 


For additional information, circle No. 30 on Reader Service Card 














§ SVHS Record/Playback * Piezo Auto 
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IF YOU FIND A BETTER DEAL 





NOBODY 
BEATS 
UES 










5 STAR 
WEicoue 38411 Ford Road, Westland, MI 48185 800-247-4663 cat: 


SONY) RGA 


Full Video Line Full Video Line 


CAMCORDERS AND VCR’S 
NEC JVC 


Ra We Carry The MINOLTA We Carry The 

BEATS / pF | Full Video Line All Models Full Video Line 
: aos) RICOH KYOCERA TOSHIBA 
OR Please Call Please Call Please Call 
CALL FOR 3 OR 5 YEAR WARRANTY FOR VCR/CAMCORDS 

ALL MODELS NO DEDUCTIBLE - ALL PARTS & LABOR - $69/3 YRS. $99/5 YRS. 


if Panasonic pF PROMONTOR 


— WJ-MX 10 


AG-1730 DIGITAL AV MIXER 


le Dub + Digital Tracking Built-in Digital Frame Synchronizer — 

+_ Jog, Shuttle » Repeat Special Effects * Wipe Patterns 

” vent/1 pote Index Superimposition Function * 8 Color 

ch» Intro Scan » 90 DB + Pro Background Color Selection * Audio- 
Studio Quality Dub mixing * Master Fade Function 


CAMCORDS 
BETA 


Panasonic 


AG-450 AG-180 
: 
o 


13” Color 
S-Jacks 


Piezo TTL Auto toa ° 
Focus * Auto White Balance * 10 x Power . Tim 
Zoom * 3 Speed Shutter * Flying Erase 
Head © Color Balance Control # tris Con- 
trol ¢ Fade ¢ Auto Date/Time Function « 

Re Pixels 420 Lines Of Resolution 
e UX 


AMBICO 
AUTO FOCUS 


Teleohoto 1.5 Wide Angle .5 
we 
$98 9 FITS 99% 
«JV camcorps 
JVC 


Fits All 
Camcords 
CHARACTER 
GENERATOR 
Universal Titler Adds Titles 
With Ease to Any System + 4 
Character Sizes » 124 Cha-- 
racters » 8 Page Memory « oF 
Speed Scroll « 
Character/Line * 7 linen 
Page CG-V600 


189.95 + 


7196 4 0. Jog/Shuttle « 


Indcaor Digital Tracking « ening 
Time Counter 


NOBODY BEATS 


IF YOU FIND A BETTER DEAL — 
WE’LL BETTER OUR DEAL! 


WELCOME 
CALLS! 


WE’LL BETTER OUR DEAL! 


(313) 467-2235 


Panasonic 
Full Video Line 


CALL FOR 
ALL MODELS 
CITIZEN 
COLOR 
VIEWFINDER 
See your video 
productions in 
color through 
3” LCD monitor 
Fits all camcords 


$169. > 


Video Accessories deer 


> AZDEN 


VIDEO 
PRO 


Audio/Video S-VHS 00 
switcher w/ audio mixer aneiaie os 
4 in/2 out a/V source selector * qq Narration As You're 


2 SVHS input & output terminals Taping « Moni 
ea et Pu Foon oereg°H « Audio mix control for adding qZpicd* Monitor Camcorder 
the short position it acts like a narration or music while dubbing 

AV: 


wide-angle mic ptease caLL HS7V $38.95 
SONY VIDEO PROCESSORS 


ECZ600 $59. 


lectret condenser zoom mic 
ee ‘dual pattern set to the 
josition and 


Ww M: 1740 PR Dual Frec ree 
Dua! Frequencies Range 1 
Feet Cones with 2 Mics © Hand-Held Mic 
* Plus Clip-on * Plug Either Mic into 
fand-Held Mic the Wireless Transmitter 
loots Condenser Cp-on Mic 


PLEASE CALL 
VIDEONICS * yal 


EDITOR Scenes added and cut. Crisp 
and clear. -T500 
CHARACTER GENERATOR 12 types of Digital video superimposer. Provides 8 colors for characters, 
titles/styles. 64 colors super-imposed outlining, and shading, audio mixing function, and reverse image function 


over video. XV-D300 Digital effector includes field memory device with zoom, multi- JX-C7 


GRAPHIC GENERATOR Birthday cake, Christmas, TV set, Keyhole, others 22 total | strobe, and special art effects 
SPECIAL EFFECTS GENERATOR 17 types of fades/wipes + 3 speeds * 64 colors XV 


PRO ED NOW AVAILABLE 
=AMBICO * | BOGEN 
» MONO POD . 29 


(ww) 3016 
REWINDS 3127 VIDEO DOLLY. 64 
& CLEANS 5 ¥ 3124 . MICRO TRI . 
3165 . MICRO TAI . 
Rewinds or Fast- 3163 . FLUID PRO. 


forwards in 3 
Minutes » Extends Life and Quality of ak ; tae Hee ; 
Tapes » Removes All Foreign Subst- | 3,44 sHoutoeR MOUNT 39 


ances and Static $59.95 | 3147 Hanos-rree Pro 99 


=AMBICO, x PRO- aes 


30w Quartz-Hal 
ogen Light + ae VIVITAR 
vides 20-25 Mi 
nutes of Ugg 

+ AC Adapi G, 

er included) « + NiCd Battery Recharges G, 
Up To 1,000 Times + Recharger Included 2.5-5x 


AC/DC LITE $1 19.95 Multicoated Up To 16 Element Design 


ness control. 


VDM-200 


700 Multi-color corrector with joystick, negative/positive conversion 
for film to 4h transfer. Audio/video fade. 8-color generator. 15 wire patterns 


MAXELL - JVC - SCOTCH 
ALL LENGTHS «+ ALL GRADES 
VHS ¢ SVHS - BETA + 8 mm Hi 8 mm 
- Please call for lowest prices - 


RECOTRON 
COLOR PROC. AMP 
Enhancer e Stabilizer 
Video Processing Center 
Macro-Buster 
V615M % $189. 


TOKINA 
AMBICO 
AMPLIFIER BOOSTER BOX 


Maximizes picture qual- 
ity when duplicating 
video tapes » Amplifies 
video signal up to 8dB + 
Gold connectors for op- 
timum conductivity + For 
stereo or mono use 


a, ene Mey 


VIDIMATE 


The perfect companion for cam- 
corders. Sharpen and enrich all video 
images. Includes image enhance- 
ment, color correction, and bright- 


Adds narration or 


$239.95 


background music. 


JVC VIDEO PROCESSORS 





CALL FOR 
ALL MODELS 


AMBICO PRO 


FLUID HEAD 
TRIPOD 
PRO MODEL 
© Sturdy, jitter- 
free shooting for 
camcorders— 
very lightweight 
* All fluid 2 way 
pan head 
* Quik-release 


camera mount 
* Tilt and pan 
tension adjusters ] 


* Square channel legs with flip locks 
* Fricton-control center column brace 
‘+ Rubber feet with retractable spikes 


VIDEO EDITOR 

« Edit as you view 

« Add background music or 
narration 

+ Compatible with all formats 

+ Preview feature - Change 
editing before final production 


$398. * 
NADY ~*~ 


WIRELESS PRO USE 
LAPEL MIC TRANSMITS 


Model VRLT 151 
We Stock Hand Held Too 


gg 


SOUNDS RIGHT 


Audio mixer—combines up to 3 
sources of sound at same time. 
stereo or mono. Audio/video fade. 
Includes microphone. 


* SAMBICO 


SPECIAL EFFECTS 


1e) | GENERATOR 


Video Corrector with joystick, Includes enhance, audio/video fade, 
video stabilizer, stereo audio inpuVoutput jacks for HI-F! VCR's. 


JXS- V55 Video Editing Processor with 16 wipe patterns, 8 colors. color 
balance with joystick, enhoance, audio/video fade, audio mixing and more SVHS 


OPTEX x 


Hands-Free 


$49. 


' Camcorder 


Support 
Sits 
Comfort- 
ably on 
Shoulder 


Great 
Stability! 


= CamPod. 


Lightweight, 
Video Camera 
Monopod 


x 
$39.95 





RULES & QUESTIONS & FACTS ABOUT MAIL ORDER 


© U.S. Warranty. 

¢ Always compare Delivered Price. 
¢ Is the Merchandise Factory Fresh? 
© How are Defectives Handled? 


e Will others ship same day? 
Did the competition try to switch your chosen model? 
© How long has the competition been in magazine? 


** ASK ABOUT FREE DELIVERY “!nsuanee is 


For additional information, circle No. 30 on Reader Service Card. 


is only $2.75. 


AND WIPES 
CALL FOR DETAILS 


Converts 

8mm Film 

to Video 

V-0612 $49.95 


=AMBICO * 


The Imager 


Converts Photos 


to Videos $59.95 


Shipping and Handling should never be more than $18.00 for 
a 15 Ib. box anywhere in the continental United States. C.0.D. 


e Insurance is 25¢ per $100. Don’t Be Overcharged on 























FOE the SD i tas, atone oven Dec., p. 93 
Wedding in Galilee ................. Oct., p. 107 
Wee Willie Winkie... ... gaara teasenavet May, p. 63 
When Mom and Dad Break Up ........ Aug., p. 68 
Where the Green Ants Dream ......... Sept., p. 67 
VRSCA OM eed Sn ate orestPals. Oye she <4) ee May, p. 58 
Who DOR TTT. 2 ies). AER Nov., p. 74 
Who Framed Roger Rabbit ............ Nov., p. 52 
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The Wizard of Oz—SOth Anniversary 
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---DIRTY SECRET 
Continued from page 38 


handling and loading practices. For ex- 
ample, an alarming number of the tapes 
APEL tested had tape leaders and trailers that 
were too long or too short (which can pre- 
vent the tape from playing in some VCRs). 

In addition to the physical problems, a 
number of the tapes in our survey showed 
inexcusable laxness in the handling of the 
programs recorded on the tape. For exam- 
ple, a tape called Time Out for Hilarious 
Sports Bloopers had original image quality 
so poor, says Barr, ‘‘it looked like it was shot 
through a fishbowl.’’ Goodtimes Home 
Video’s copy of My Favorite Brunette suf- 
fered from unintelligible sound and a fuzzy 
picture, despite the packaging’s claim of 
“superior quality.”’ 

As a final insult, all but five of the 18 titles 
in our survey were recorded at the LP (long- 
play, or four-hour) speed. For many view- 
ers, this practice can result in nothing short 
of a nightmare. Since the LP speed was 
never sanctioned by JVC as an official part 
of the VHS standard, playback of these tapes 
on the majority of VHS machines is a com- 
promised affair at best. Not only are scan, 
freeze-frame and slow-motion modes 
rendered completely useless (the screen 
simply blacks out during these modes), but 
normal play is often skewed and jittery. And, 
since the tape in LP moves at only half the 
SP (standard-play) speed, picture and sound 
quality in general are noticeably poorer. To 
make matters worse, the streaks caused by 
dropouts last twice as long in LP. 

Some buyers might feel tapes recorded in 
LP are an acceptable compromise, if the 
price is low enough. Unfortunately, con- 
sumers often don’t get to make that choice 
for themselves; many of the LP tapes on 
store shelves don’t mention LP on the 
packaging (or bury it in a block of nearly 
microscopic type). Despite the drawbacks, 
however, duping tapes in LP—and even EP 
(extended play, or six-hour)—has already 
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become a way of life in the video industry 
(see ‘‘The Big Slowdown,”’’ July ’88 VR). 
And, while VR readers have often com- 
plained bitterly about the process, industry 
executives cite a number of surveys in- 
dicating that ‘‘average’’ consumers don’t 
mind a bit. For example, a survey under- 
taken by High-Speed Video, a major 
duplication facility whose work includes the 
EP copies of Mr. Mom and Hoosiers that 
McDonald’s recently pushed in their na- 
tional ‘‘MovieMeal’’ promotion, says that 
90% of consumers surveyed felt that EP was 
of acceptable quality for in-home use. Joe 
Wischerath, High-Speed’s general manager, 
concurs: ‘These tapes are an acceptable 
compromise. A good analogy would be 
comparing a hardcover book to a 
paperback—each has their own merit.”’ 

Perhaps the most surprising conclusions 
were gathered in a recent study conducted 
by VTR Video, a major Canadian duplica- 
tion facility whose clients include Para- 
mount, MCA, Vestron and HBO. Survey- 
ing a representative group of video con- 
sumers, VTR circulated tapes that were 
divided into four three-minute segments, 
each containing what the company described 
as ‘‘nondescript, movie-type’’ program- 
ming. The four segments were recorded at 
differing levels of quality, ranging from a 
perfect, 100% quality-controlled clip to a 
marginal segment with major picture and 
sound problems. The results of the survey 
were startling: One in three viewers claimed 
to see problems with what VTR insists were 
technically perfect segments. Another two 
out of five reported ‘‘imagined’’ sound prob- 
lems, and a substantial 11% of viewers chose 
the marginal or poor segments on the tape 
as best quality. 

These sobering findings led VTR to con- 
clude that the majority of complaints about 
poor video are the fault of poor playback 
equipment, and worse, unrealistic expecta- 
tions by consumers. ‘‘People expect a re- 
creation of the movie theater in their home,”’ 
says VTR president Hugh Copper, ‘‘and 
don’t understand that their playback equip- 
ment is often just unable to do that.”’ 

But what about consumers who do know 
how to set up their home equipment properly 
and can see the difference between SP and 
LP? The increasing erosion in product quali- 
ty hits serious video consumers—the very 
people most likely to buy tapes and build up 
their own libraries—hardest. As the industry 
concentrates only on the needs of the low- 
est-common-denominator consumer, it 
neglects the more discriminating buyer. 
These buyers aren’t given a choice between 
cut-rate, low-quality editions of a movie and 
higher-priced versions; usually when a low- 
priced movie cassette hits the stores it is the 
only version available. Collectors either 
have to live with it, pass it up entirely, or, 
as many VR readers have done, make the 
move to laser videodiscs instead of tape. 


Fortunately, some segments of the video 
industry are bucking the trend toward lower 
quality. JVC’s campaign against unlicensed 
tapes has begun to target duplicators and 
video labels. The company has also retained 
APEL to conduct random testing of prere- 
corded tapes in the US market. Those efforts 
could lead to legal action against the more 
unscrupulous duplicators. Several of the big- 
gest names in home video, particularly Para- 
mount and Media Home Entertainment, 
have decided to make quality duplication a 
selling point of their sale-priced cassettes. 
Paramount, for example, includes a money- 
back guarantee on its $14.95 tapes and 
promises top-quality SP duplication. 

In the long run, these efforts could make 
good business sense for the industry. After 
all, if consumers get burned too many times 
by shoddy tapes, they may stop buying them 
altogether. In the meantime, consumers can 
help the cause in several ways: Make sure 
to look for the VHS logo somewhere on the 
package; if the tape doesn’t display it, 
chances are the product is unlicensed—and 
dicey. Avoid buying tapes in sleazy, 
ultradiscount stores; saving a dollar or two 
isn’t worth the possible damage to your 
VCR. Finally, if you do get stung, make 
your voice heard. Return the tape to the store 
for a refund and write the video company for 
good measure. Companies who’ve grown 
convinced that consumers couldn’t care less 
about quality need to hear otherwise. 


READER POLL 
What has been your experience with low-priced 
prerecorded videotapes? Video Review wants to know. 
Through our new phone line, we're conducting a reader poll 
on faulty prerecorded cassettes. If you'd like to participate, 
call Video Review's Fast Forward phone line. See page 23 
for details. 























--e- FUTURE PERFECT 


Continued from page 43 

for its 25-inch XBR-Pro. The company’s 
TV marketing director, Brian Klosterman, 
couldn’t say whether a 32-inch XBR-Pro 
introduction was imminent, though he did 
acknowledge that the 25-inch XBR-Pro 
design has been ‘‘awfully popular’’ for Sony. 

Since every trend usually generates a 
countertrend, consumers will also see a few 
smaller monitor/receivers in 1990. Proton, 
for one, will debut an update of its 13-inch, 
MTS-equipped monitor/receiver. Sony, 
too, will offer 10- and 13-inch models de- 
signed for the cramped, yet quality-con- 
scious, consumer. 

Manufacturers employing special sound 
systems in their high-end sets (see ‘“Big 
Sound Sets,’’ Sept. ’89 VR) all report wide 
acceptance of their designs. Sony, for one, 
plans to bow more SRS (Sound Retrieval 
System) sets. Magnavox will build Dolby 
Pro Logic and higher-watt amps into one 
of its JBL speaker-equipped projection 
models. Expect similar moves from most 
major TV makers. Continued on page 115 














CLASSIF. IED JANUARY 1990 


HERE’S WHAT’S NEW IN THE MARKETPLACE 
Classifieds are accepted at Publisher’s discretion. Rates are 





$5.00 per word, minimum 10 words. Check/Money Order must 
accompany ad and be received at Video Review two months 


prior to issue’s publication date. Send to Bill Waltz, Video 
Review Classified, 902 Broadway, New York, NY 10010. 





1x - 5x 
$490 





DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENT CLASSIFIED DISPLAY 
$490 PER COLUMN INCH, CAMERA-READY 








MATERIAL ONLY. 
PER INCH: 
6x - 11x 12x 
$450 $400 








USED VIDEOS 


1,000,000 VIDEOMOVIES/SOUNDTRACKS! 
Video—$1.00. Soundtracks—$1.00. RTS/VR190, 
Box 750579, Petaluma, California 94975. 








CABLE TV SECRETS - the outlaw publication the 
cable companies tried to ban. HBO, Movie Channel, 
Showtime, Descramblers, Converters, etc. Suppliers’ 
list included. $8.95. Cable Facts, Box 711-V, Pataskala, 
OH 43062. 





SAVE OVER 50% off retail on 30-day-old used 
videotapes. Dealers’ inquiries invited. Store 
openings—Trading. Send $2 for list. Vagabond, 4600 
Woodduck, Salt Lake City, UT 84117. (801) 262-4366. 
ORIGINAL EMPTY VIDEO JACKETS..... 


30-DAY OLD RELEASE......... FOREIGN 
FILMS wanted - VIDDY-O-ROUND, 718-237-9386. 





INDEPENDENT PRODUCTIONS 


“STAR TREK V,”’ “FIELD OF DREAMS”’: Now 
on video. Discount Prices, Free Vinyl Storage Cases. 
Descriptive Catalog: $5.00 (refundable). Established 
1978. AMH Films, PO Box 164-VR, Willows, CA 
95988. 





BEST BUYS FOR USED VIDEO TAPES! Open/ex- 
pand video stores and save thousands $$$. Trade or sell 
your slow inventory for best deal available. 
AMERICAN VIDEO NETWORK. (800) 366-5193 or 
in California (818) 358-7761. 


VIDEO SEARCH....We locate your hard-to-find 
films (pre 1970). We're expensive, but good. 5 Search- 
es $5 & S.A.S.E. Video Finders, P.O. Box 4351-453 
vr, L.A., CA 90078. 


Movies $9.00 and Up, Uncomplicated lease program. 
Quality Guaranteed. A & M Video Exchange. 
1-800-544-6781, 505-257-6050 Fax: 505-257-6163. 


HOW TO 


Handy kit has all you need to make quick repairs. 
VHS/Beta Leader tape, splicing jig and more. 
Instructions included. Send $8.95 ppd.: Home 
Company, 6547 North Academy, Suite 415, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 80918. 


NEW! The Grandparents Video Interview Kit makes 
it easy to produce wonderful videotaped interviews of 
parents and grandparents. In 60-90 minutes you can cap- 
ture the memories of a lifetime. It’s fun to create these 
priceless family keepsakes. Three instruction books, 
92-question script, custom lables and more. (“Highest 
Rating”’)— Videomaker magazine. Also available: 
The Child’s Annual Video Interview Kit. Watch your 
children grow up in 15-minute interviews videotapes 
once each year. $29.95/each, $49.90/both. (Add 
$3.00/kit shipping; $2.00/kit Ohio tax.) Money-back 
guarantee. VISA/MC: 1-800-258-8787, ext 10R. 
Checks: Living Family Albums, 25935 Detroit, #294R, 
Westlake, Ohio 44145. 














“GRAND CANYON,”’ 2-hour spectacular helicopter 
exploration VIDEO. Breathtaking music. Critically ac- 
claimed. Details FREE. Beerger Productions, 3217-B 
Arville, Las Vegas, NV 89102, (702) 876-2328. 


CALIFORNIA BEACH GIRLS on Video! Send 
$2 for catalog. VIDEOMAX, Box 81787, San Diego, 
CA 92138-1787. 


MUSCLE WRESTLING - AWESOME YOUNG 
MALE COMPETITIVE bodybuilders from Gold’s 
Gym, Venice, CA. (Also: Posing, solo action!) 90 min. 
VHS/Beta $39.00 (Photos-$15.00). California 
Muscle, 2554 Lincoln #634 Venice, California 90291. 
VISA/MASTERCARD. 213-550-1303 or 202-4342 
(24 hrs.). 


DOMINANT WRESTLING WOMEN. CUSTOM 
WORK. Info: $5.00. VORTEX, 5699—320 Kanan, 
Agoura, CA 91301-3358. 


FICTION, DOCUMENTARY, EDUCATIONAL 
VIDEOS on VHS. Preview Tape $10.00. Catalog only 
$3.00: Woodbury Enterprises, Box 1892 (VR), Delray 
Beach, FL 33447-1892. 


MAJOR RELEASES 


RARE VIDEO: Silents, Mysteries, Horror, More. 
Catalog $2.00 Refundable. VIDEO SPECIALISTS 
INTERNATIONAL, 182-R Jackson Street, Dallas, 
Penna 18612. 


SATURDAY MATINEE SERIALS/WESTERNS 
ON VHS! Send SASE for list.—THE SERIAL 
FANATIC, P.O. BOX 173-VR1, BOYERTOWN, PA 
19512. 


NEW RELEASES AT DISCOUNT. ALL NEW. 
VHS list $2.00. VIDEODOME, P.O. Box 7391, 
Quincy, Mass. 02269. 1-800-448-4009. 


























SECRETS, CONTRACTS, FORMS, PLANNING 
GUIDES—top wedding videographers—$19.00— 
9207 Fort Foote, Fort Washington, Maryland 20744. 


PROJECTION TV. ..Convert your TV to project 
7-foot picture. . .Easy!. . .Results compared to $2,500 
projectors...PLANS AND 8” LENS $24.95... 
Professional Systems available. . . Illustrated Catalog 
FREE...MACROCOMA, I5CE Main Street, 
Washington Crossing, Pennsylvania 18977... 
Credit card orders 24 HRS. (215) 736-3979. 


PROFESSIONALLY CLEAN VCR’s. Instructional 
Video & Cleaning Kit $29.95 or Written Instructions 
with Cleaning Kit $13.95. Beta/VHS. Pronto Video 
Care, 115 James Str., Battle Creek, MI 49017. 


CABLE TV, ANTENNA AND VIDEO COMPO- 
NENT LAYOUT GUIDE Connect VCR’s, Converters, 
Switches, Splitters, FM, twelve basic to multiple hookups 
for home entertainment systems. $3.95. COMTEK, 
P.O. Box 1660, Yucca Valley, Calif. 92286. 


EQUIPMENT 


Switcher: connects all TV’s & VCRs, SW*5 <4, Free 
literature. 1 (615) 822-2737, ext. 2311. 














A/B ROLLS, all digital effects. Original Music S- 
VHS/VHS/ 3/4". Call: (617) 986-8181. 


CLASSIC FILMS ON VIDEOCASSETTE. 
Silents, serials, foreign, more. Free Catalog. CABLE 
FILMS, P.O. Box 7171, Kansas City, MO 64113. 
(913) 362-2804. 


AMATEUR TAPES. Old Classics. All ratings. Catalog 
$3.00. B.V. Inc., P.O. Box 7068, South Dartmouth, 
MA 02748. Tel: 508-992-8916. 


NEW VIDEO RELEASES & MORE DIS- 
COUNTED. Catalog $1.00. MIDWEST SUPPLY, 
P.O. Box 364-T, Clinton, Iowa 52732-0364. 


MOVIE POSTERS 


$1.00 MOVIE POSTERS, 1001 MOVIE TITLES 
(1963-1990). Catalog $2.00. S. Wallach, 32 Kern Rd., 
Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3B ITI MasterCard/ 
VISA 416-444-8461. 


MOVIE POSTERS, PHOTOS, SCRIPTS, AUTO- 
GRAPHS, more! All current titles plus thousands more. 
Gigantic selection—great prices—LIGHTNING FAST 
SERVICE!! Huge illustrated catalog $2.00. CINEMA 
CITY, P.O. Box 1012-V, Muskegon, MI 49443. 
(616) 722-7760. 


ORIGINAL MOVIE POSTERS! STAR PHOTOS! 
TWO CATALOGS, 3000 ILLUSTRATIONS $3.00. 
POSTER GALLERY, BOX 2745-E3, ANN ARBOR, 
MI 48106. (313) 665-3151. 




















MOVIE POSTERS ALL CURRENT. THOUSANDS 
1950s-1980s. COMPARE BEST PRICES. FASTEST 
SERVICE. VISA/MC (904) 373-7202. Catalog $2.00. 
RICK’S, Box 23709-VR, Gainesville, Florida 
32602-3709. 


We buy used laserdiscs and used Nintendo game car- 
tridges. Send list to VDI, P.O. Box 2925, Des Plaines, 
IL 60018. 


10% OFF LASERDISCS AND FREE VINYL 
COVER WITH EVERY DISC! LaserWare stocks 
over 2000 domestic titles.. LDC, Image, Pioneer, 
Sony dealer. Call or write for free catalog: LaserWare, 
4404 France Ave. South, Edina, MN 55410. 
1-800-873-5553. 


LASERDISC NATIONWIDE! Discount Sales + Fast 
U.P.S. Rentals. WIDESCREEN, IMPORTS NEWEST 
RELEASES. Free ‘‘FRESH VIEWS’’ Laser News- 
letter. HOLLYWOOD NORTH ENTERTAINMENT 
SERVICES, 840 Piner Rd., Santa Rosa, CA 95403. 
(707) 575-1225. 


LASER DISC NEWSLETTER—For video con- 
sumers. Free sample. $25/year. 496A Hudson Street. 
Suite 428, NY, NY 10014. 


20% OFF DISCS! CRITERION/VOYAGER Player 
at cost with 10 disc orders, catalog $2.00 Refundable 
TAV, Box 318, Oldwick, N.J. 08858, (201) 832-9064. 


VIDEORAMA’S LASER’S EDGE 9 YEARS’ 
EXPERIENCE. 20,000 Laser Discs to choose from. 
Crazy Ron is the Ayatollah of Laserola! 
Catalog $5.00. 2474 State St., Burnham, IL 60633. 
Call _ 1-708-862-9880. 


LASER DISC...Video At Its Best SEM Service 
and Selection at its Best. Call or Write for FREE 
Catalog—2147 East 17th St., Brooklyn, NY 11229. 
1-800-247-6644 or 718-645-1663. 


LASERviews: Laservideo enthusiast newsletter. Com- 
plimentary copy, $20/year. 386 Noe Street, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94114. 


NEW!!! LASER KARAOKE SYSTEMS AND 
KARAOKE VIDEO DISCS FROM PIONEER. See 
January 1989 issue, Video Review, Page 33. Home and 
Commercial systems available. 500 American songs on 
laser video discs, also Japanese, Korean, Chinese and 
Filipino songs. Call Karaoke Systems, Inc., 
714-752-8756. Visa, M/C. 


CABLE 





























TOCOM VIP Test Chip. Fully activates unit. $50.00. 
CALL (213) 867-0081. 


Cable TV converters and descramblers Bargain Head- 
quarters! Zenith, Tocom, Hamlin, Scientific Atlantic, 
Oak, Jerrold. 400 DRX 3DiC w/remote. $134. Order 
yours today! 1-800-327-8544. 


Attention Cable Brokers! Surplus C.A.T.V. con- 
nverters and descramblers at wholesale prices. Un- 
modified units only. OAK M35B $30. (415) 566-9815. 


CABLE T.V. EQUIPMENT 


CABLE TV BOXES We sell only the best—low prices, 
we ship COD. $2.00 for catalog. Ace Products, 
P.O. Box 582, Dept. R, Saco, ME 04072 or CALL 
(207) 967-0726. 


If you want some of the best Prices on CONVERTERS, 
DECODERS, call 1-313-979-8356. We have Jerrold, 
Starbase, Tri Mode, Scientific Atlantic, Hamlin, Zenith, 
some Oak, Pioneer, Filters for beeping channels, also 
other equipment from time to time. NEW VOLUME 
CONTROL CONVERTERS. 
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TRANSFERS/CONVERSIONS 


FOREIGN VIDEOCASSETTE CONVERSIONS at 
reasonable rates. PAL/SECAM (EUROPE, ASIA) to 
NTSC or vice versa. VHS, Beta 8mm, S-VHS, 1”’, 
and %’’ formats. Digital process with time-base cor- 
rection and image enhancement. Fast service. 
Guaranteed quality. Intervideo Duplication Services: 
1-312-927-9091 (formerly IHF Productions, a divi- 
sion of IHF, Inc.) 3533 South Archer Ave., Chicago, 
IL 60609. 


MULTI-STANDARD TV’s, VCR’s. CAMCORD- 
ERS. WORLDWIDE USE. Asmara Electronics, 
10590-A Pico Blvd., West Los Angeles, CA 90064. 
PHONE: (213) 559-1710. 


DIGITAL FOREIGN CONVERSIONS. High 
quality, Unbeatable rates, PAL/SECAM, NTSC. 
All Formats. CREATIVE AV CONCEPTS, 610 
CARRIAGE WAY, DEERFIELD, IL 60015. 
(708) 948-8939; 1-800-477-7001. 


WORLDWIDE DIGITAL CONVERSIONS. 
ALL FORMATS BROADCAST QUALITY. 
PAL Multidupe/Hi-Band. $45 HR. 
TKYV, 12300 Coppola Drive, Potomac, 
MD 20854. (301) 762-2786. 


GLOBE VIDEO SERVICES INC.—Professional 
facility announces the HOMERATE: Digital conver- 
sion between American (NTSC) and European 
(PAL/SECAM) television standards. One low price 
includes cassette and mailing, 286 Fifth Avenue, 
NYC 10001. (212) 695-6868. 














COLLECTORS VIDEO 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Photographs, Video- 


cassettes, literature. Catalog: $3.00 ARCHIVES; 
Box 2, Beaconsfield, Quebec. H9W 5T6. 


BEATLES’ FINAL CONCERT! SAN FRAN- 
CISCO, 8/29/66 UNAVAILABLE ELSEWHERE! 
VISA/MC - CHECKS - C.O.D.’S $24.95. 
1-800-2-VIDEOS. 





VACATION RESORTS 
HAWAII - MAUI Vacation in a luxurious two- 
bedroom, two-bath condo. Ocean view with 


outrageous sunsets. Beach, pool and more. Reasonable 
rates. Call for brochures or videotape. 212-684-6884. 


SATELLITE TV 


SATELLITE TV—Free 24-page catalog rushed to 
you listing best products at lowest prices. SATMAN 
800-472-8626. 


PROFESSIONAL EDITING 


A/B ROLLS, all digital effects. Original Music S- 
VHS/VHS/ 3/4"" Call: (617) 986-8181. 


COMPUTER VIDEO SOFTWARE 














NEW! NO FLICKER 8-BIT OPTODIGITAL 
PAL/SECAM CONVERSIONS. VHS/BETA 
$29.50/Tape Delivered. A.I.V., 595 Circlewood, 
Aurora, OH 44202, (216) 562-8983. 


OVERSEAS VIDEOTAPES CONVERTED TO 
AMERICAN OR VICE-VERSA THROUGH OUR 
NEW COMPUTERIZED DIGITAL PROCESSOR. 
NO CROPPING, NO FLICKERING, NO COLOR 
DROP, COPY AS GOOD AS ORIGINAL. FAST 
SERVICE. OVERSEAS VIDEO, 1618 WEST 
SCHOOL STREET, CHICAGO, IL 60657. 
1-312-525-6767 OR TOLL FREE 1-800-782-4622. 


CONVERSIONS OVERSEAS VIDEOTAPE 
THROUGH DIGITAL PROCESS PAL/SECAM 
TO NTSC OR VICE VERSA. Bulk duplication, 
affordable prices. R.K. VIDEO DUB INC., 
60-15 Roosevelt Ave., Woodside, NY 11377. 
1-800-851-8514; (718) 639-2881; 212-213-8457; 
Florida—CALL: 1-800-321-6166. 


Cable Descramblers—complete units $200 or less. 
Call (213) 478-2506. 


MOVIE SOFTWARE 


Catalog your video library with MOVIE BUFF PC 
Actors, directors, writers...14 categories. Year, 
ratings, awards...and more. Personal coding and 
comments. Prints cassette labels and various lists. 
Powerful selection capability: show all movies with 
Harrison Ford. . .all movies from 1986 that are com- 
edies. . .on which cassette is ALIENS. . .combinations 
are endless. IBM and compatibles. HD-256K. $89.00. 
Call EIS for free brochure or to order (VISA/MC). 
1-800-447-3725. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Let the government finance your small business. 
Grants/loans to $500,000 yearly. Free recorded 
message: 707-449-8600. (LL7) 


We want your tapes for TV! Especially if newsworthy, 
thought provoking or funny. Send a few minutes: 
Prefer %’’ (VHS or HI8 ok) THE 90’s, 400 N. 
Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60611. We pay if they 
go on TV. We return tapes. 


USED MOVIES—COMPETITIVE PRICES No 
nonsense—specializing in store openings and 
buyouts—all quantities. 1-800-447-3399. AAA 
VIDEO DISTRIBUTORS INC., 500 Mill Road, 
Andalusia, PA 19020. 


SEIZED CARS, trucks, boats, 4-wheelers, motor- 
homes, by FBI, IRS, DEA. Available in your area 
now. Call 1-805-682-7555, Ext. C-1613. 


REPOSSESSED VA & HUD HOMES available 
from government for $1 without credit check. You 
repair. Also tax delinquent foreclosures. CALL 
1-805-682-7555, Ext. H-1939 for repo list your area. 


























MOVIE MAGIC—Large movie database with fast 
search and inquiry program for IBM/DOS. $29.95 or 
send for free brochure. Write: MOVIE MAGIC, 
715 Highland, Helena, MT 59601. 


VIDEO TAPE CATALOGING SOFTWARE. 
IBM & PC compatables. 256K & 2 floppy or | hard 
disk required. Handles multiple movies or TV episodes 
per tape. Sort reports and search by number, title 
or actor. $24.95; CA residents add 6% sales tax. 
State-of-the-Art Systems, 19425-B Suite 357, Canyon 
Country, CA 91351. 


Organize your video or audio collection. IBM PC 
and compatibles. LCS, P.O. Box 5137, Rocky Hill, 
CT 06067. 








WANTED 


YOUR PRIVATE home-video wanted! Will pay good 
price. Call (619) 340-4782 for info! 


MISCELLANEOUS 


FREE AMATEUR INFORMATION! C.V.C., 
P.O. Box 738, Middleboro, MA 02346-0738. 


The MovieLovers Club. Meet single moviegoers 
nationwide. Box 2035E, Bala, PA 19004. 


TV GUIDES 1951-1989. $1.50 Catalog TV AND 
MOVIE MAGAZINES. PHOTOS, PAPERBACKS, 
CATALOG $2.00. HOWARD ROGOFSKY, BOX 
107-VR, GLEN OAKS, NY 11004. 


TERMPAPER assistance. 18,278 papers available! 
306-page catalog—rush $2.00. Research, 11322 Idaho 
#206VS, Los Angeles 90025. Toll Free Hotline: 
800-351-0222 (California: 213-477-8226.) 


DISCS 


LASER DISC CLUB. Discounts; benefits. All ratings 
in stock. Free info and catalogs: Laser Vue, P.O. Box 
1146, Freehold, NJ 07728. 


Looking for mature video laserdiscs? For current 
listings call 1-800-223-8244 or write: LASER X, 
P.O. Box 28130, Las Vegas, Nevada 89126. 


INDEPENDENT PRODUCTONS 


FOREIGN NATURALIST VIDEOS/MAGAZINES, 
$2.00, SASE: NATPLUS, BOX 9296, NEWARK, 
DE. 19714-9296. 


Sexy, Exotic Thai Girls. For Information write: 
L.B.F.M. Productions, Box 22-32, Bangkok 10220, 
Thailand. 


RIO-BEAUTIES-BIKINIS & LESS, $23.95 COPA’S 
CAPERS, Box 26243, MPLS, MN 55426. 


BRAZILIAN LOLITAS HAVING FUN; Volumes 
1-6 $50 each. NEW! Sneak Previews EXTRA 30 
minutes, FREE! (total 90 min.) Brazil Video, 
P.O. Box 8572, La Jolla, CA 92038. 
































THE MOST SENSUAL LOWER BODY SHAV- 
ING VIDEO ever made by two magnificent loving 
females. See it all, front to rear. UP CLOSE. $50 to: 
C.R.L., P.O Box 165, Leetsdale, PA 15056 (State 
Beta/VHS and over 21) Plus Receive a Coupon worth 
up to $50 on your next video order. 


EXHIBITIONIST HOUSEWIVES HOMEMADE 
VIDEOS! YOU MUST SEND YOUR AGE! SAM- 
PLE PHOTOS $2.00 to: MANDY, P.O. Box 236, 
CARY, IL 60013. 


NUDE BEAUTY & DANCE CONTESTS videos. 
SASE for Brochure. Classic Productions, P.O. Box 
952, Metairie, LA 70004. 


EXOTIC—PRIVATE COLLECTOR VIDEOS, 
ADULT VIDEOS—Full color catalog FREE!!! 
Quality, privacy, fast service & low prices. LEISURE 
CONCEPTS XV, Dept. 213A710, P.O. Box 1900, 
Gary, IN 46409. 


FOREIGN VIDEOS! (MATURE ONLY!) 
Catalog-$2. F-Pomerante, CP1462H, Montreal, 
Canada H3G2N4. 


‘VIDEO DELIGHTS’’— Pantyhose, garters, lingerie, 
panty strip tease videos. Brochure-$2.00. Not avail- 
able at your video store. Discretion assured, CAL- 
VID! Peterson, Box VR4591, Carlsbad, CA 92008. 


Bi Ladies Loving. Many all-female adult videos, 
affordable. Listing $1.00 (refundable). Sapphire 
Productions, 12021 Wilshire, Suite 526, Los Angeles, 
CA 90025. 


ASIAN WOMEN! Beautiful, homeloving lifetime 
partners. Details/photos free! Asia/west Connections; 
Box 26527-V, Los Angeles, CA 90026. 


FAITHFUL ORIENTAL WIVES! Dignified presen- 
tations. Asian Experience (since 1984), Box 1214TK, 
Novato, CA 94948. (415) 897-2742. 


BEAUTIFUL, EDUCATED English-speaking 
Asian women seeking life partners. Genuine, sincere, 
traditional values. Brochure of 300 leaves no doubt. 
Ask about video. (203) 584-5712 anytime. BLUE 
HORIZONS, Dept. 307VR, 862 Farmington Ave., 
Bristol, CT 06010. 


MEET JAPANESE WOMEN for friendship, 
romance! PACIFIC CENTURY CORRESPOND- 
ENCE, 110 Pacific #208L, San Francisco, CA 94111. 
(816) 942-1668. 


BEAUTIFUL, ENGLISH-SPEAKING FILIPINAS 
want men of all ages as life-partners. VIDEOS 
AVAILABLE. PAL, 28 BLANCA, CO. 81123-0084. 
1-900-420-9444. $2 first minute. $1 thereafter-Adults. 


ASIAN WOMEN DESIRE ROMANCE! Overseas, 
attractive. SUNSHINE INTERNATIONAL COR- 
RESPONDENCE-Dept. ZN, Box 5500, Kailua-Kona, 
Hawaii 96745. (808) 325-7707. 


BEAUTIFUL GIRLS, all continents, want correspon- 
dence, friendship, marriage. Sample photos free! 
Hermes-Verlag, Box 110660/G, Berlin 11, 
W. Germany. 


LOVELY PHILIPPINO WOMEN MAKE THE 
BEST ASIAN WIVES. We don’t just publish lists, 
we work with you. Try the difference, PHILA-PEN’s, 
Box 8257, Coburg, OR 97401. (503) 342-4705. 


SINGLE? NATIONWIDE Introductions. Friendship, 
Marriage. Free details! Box 5637-VR, Reno 89513. 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: FAMILY RECREATION 
European videos/magazines. Not in stores. $3: 
FAMILIES-VR, Box 661268, L.A., CA 90066. 


HIRSUTISM and other female SEXUAL ODD- 
ITIES of nature. $45/90 minutes; or details $2., 
SASE: FREEDOM, Box 3074, Culver City, 90230. 


SCANDINAVIAN NUDIST/NATURALIST 
TEENS. ‘Back to Nature’; Mike Herring video. Im- 
mediate delivery. $49 + $3. P&H: FREEDOM, Box 
3074, Culver City, CA 90230. 


Sassy bottoms—hot body contest—sheer panties and 
less. Outrageous camera angles! Quality videos 
reviewed by Penthouse and Genesis. Get out of the 
dark—get our catalog; $1. One hour sampler tape; 
“Bikini Strip’’; $20. I.P.I. VIDEO COMPANY, 2521 
Big Bend, St. Louis, MO 63143. 


AMATEUR ADULT VIDEOS by the hundreds in 
each monthly issue of ‘‘Video Xcitement!’’ $19.95 to: 
Box 187-R, Fraser, MI 48026. 


EAST COAST SUPER MODLES perform in full 
strip-tease lingerie & bikini videos. HOT!! 60 min. 
sample tape: $29.95. Photo-packed Brochure for 
$5.00. Ocean Studios, P.O. Box 4033, Farmingdale, 
NY 11735. 
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CABLE 


FEATURINGS ts esese 


DESCRAMBLERS 


Cable Network Company 
5078 S. 108th St., Suite 333 
Omaha, NE 68137 


vs. 

THE REST 
Here is what you 
might hear. ““We got 
the lowest prices we'll 
beat their best advert- 

} ised wholesale or retail 
price." The reason for 
this is a few less com- 
ponents here and there 
whaf differance does it 
make? Sad but true thi 


Jerrold S 95.00 


Super Tri-Mode, . . . 105.00 
(works on all Jerrold but BB) 
Oak N-12 w/VS 99.00 
Scientific Atlanta 130.00 
(works on all SA‘s but DF) 
Hamlin 95.00 
XL-Converter 95.00 


Orders & Catalogs call 


1-402-331-3228 
DEALERS WANTED 
y Federal Law, anyone implying 


ices will be denied purchase. 
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CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS 
AT LOWEST PRICES! 


Jerrold, Tocom, Pioneer, Scientific Atlanta, Zenith, Oak, 
Hamlin, Eagle - also Microwave antennas (wireless cable) 
with matching Descramblers 

Call Mon-Fri 10AM - 5:30PM or write tor FREE CATALOG 


VIDEO - LINK Enterprises, Inc. prone: 1-800 622-9022 


165 W. Put! A 
Greenwich, CT 06830 (203) 975-7543 


FREE CATALOG! 
1-800-648-7938 


Mis ciste] Mom 7. Ml ey. a are 


CABLE TV 
a DESCRAMBLERS 


© Compare our Low Retail Prices! 
© Guaranteed Prices & Warranties! 
© Orders Shipped Immediately! 


REPUBLIC CABLE PRODUCTS, INC. 
4080 Paradise Rd. #15, Dept. 302 
ne Las Vegas, NV 89109 


For all other information (702) 362-9026 


CABLE TV 
DESCRAMBLER LIQUIDATION! 


e Major Makes & Models! 
| e Will match or beat anyone’s prices! 
¢ Dealer discounts at 5 units! 
e Examples: 
HAMLIN COMBOS . $44 ea. (Min. 5) 
OAK ADD/ON $40 ea. (Min. 5) 
OAK M35B $60 ea. (Min. 5) 


WEST COAST ELECTRONICS 
For Information: 818-709-1758 
Catalogs & Orders: 800-628-9656 
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DESCRAMBLERS 


4 STARRING KKK 
JERROLD, HAMLIN, OAK 
AND OTHER FAMOUS MANUFACTURERS 


@ FINEST WARRANTY PROGRAM AVAILABLE 

©@ LOWEST RETAIL/ WHOLESALE PRICES IN U.S. 

® ORDERS SHIPPED FROM STOCK WITHIN 24 HOURS 
FOR FREE CATALOG ONLY 1-800-345-8927 


FOR ALL INFORMATION 1-818-716-5914 


PACIFIC CABLE CO. INC. 
7325% RESEDA BLVD., DEPT. 
RESEDA, CA 91335 


CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS! 


BARGAIN HEADQUARTERS! 
+ JERROLD * TOCOM + HAMLIN 
* SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA + ZENITH 
Oak M35B ONLY $60 
6 month warranty! We ship C.O.D.! 
Lowest retail/wholesale prices! 

FREE CATALOG: 
Global Cable Network 
1032 Irving St. Suite 109 

S.F., CA 94122 


ORDER TODAY! 800-327-8544 





















CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS 


All Jerrold, Oak, Hamlin, Zenith, Scientific 
Atlanta, Magnavox and all specialized 
cable equipment available for shipment 
within 24 hours. For fast service MC/VISA 
or C.O.D. telephone orders accepted (800) 
648-3030 60 Day Guarantee (Quantity Dis- 
counts) 8 A.M. to 5 P.M. C.S.T. CLOSED 
WEEKENDS. Send _ self-addressed 
Stamped envelope (60¢ postage) for 
Catalog. 


TIDURST P.O. Box S000 
| ELECTRONICS INC, GARPENTERSVILLE IL 60110 


No Illinois Orders Accepted 














CABLE, RENTERS 
STOP! 


Ifyour currently renting your cable equipment it's time to 
look into owning your own. You can save up to $100 plus 
every year. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 

We carry all the major brands of Converters, 


Remote controls and Descramblers. JERROLD, OAK, 
ZENITH, EAGLE, HAMLIN, SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA. 
ii 0-8816 or write for your 
atalog. 


u-Tek Electronic 5114 Balcones Woods dr] 
Suite#307 Dept.298 _ Austin, Tx 78759 












CABLE TV 


Converters, Remote controls, Descramblers, More. 


“JERROLD S.B $105.00 NEW ZENITH SUPER- 
TRIMODE ,.......$110.00 SSAVI ........ se $225.00 
OAK-M35B ,,,, $89.00 “TOCOM, . $319.00 
“HAMLIN ....... $102.00 EAGLE $119.00 
SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA $140.00 STARGATE 2000 $99.00 

‘ZENITH SSAVI_ $185.00 STARGATE-VOLUME $119.00 


“Fast, Courteous Service “Toll free calling for your convenience 
“Most orders shipped within 24 hours ‘1 year warranty on most items 


YOUR BEST BUY'S & WARRANTIES 
FOR CABLE TV EQUIPMENT START 
WITH A FREE CATALOG FROM: 
M.D. ELECTRONICS 
643 N. 98TH ST. SUITE 133V 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68114 
ORDERS & CATALOGS CALL TOLL FREE 


1-800-624-1150 


FOR INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 


mea (402)554-0417 fe] 


BY ORDERING CABLE TV EQUIPMENT FROM M.D. ELECTRONICS THE PURCHASER AGREES TO 

COMPLY WITH ALL STATE AND FEDERAL LAWS REGARDING PRIVATE OWNERSHIP OF CABLE 

TV EQUIPMENT, IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF THESE LAWS CHECK WITH YOUR LOCAL OFFICIALS. 
*TRADEMARKS OF OTHERS UNAFFILIATED WITH M.D. ELECTRONICS 


oF N=) te 
“BOXES” 


Converters — Descramblers 
Remote Controls — Accessories 
* Guaranteed Best Prices * 

* 1 Year Warranty—C.0.D.'s « 

* Immediate Shipping * 

* FREE CATALOG «x 
Call or Write 
TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO. 
12062 Southwest 117th Court, Suite 126 
Miami, Florida 33186 


[——}_ 1-800-442-9333 
VISA Master urd 
eed 


SUPER VHS 


=UPERVHS 


Movies Now Available! 
Drama - Sports - Music - Classics & More. 
Call For Catalog 

1-800-331-6304 CA 415-558-8688 


WARNING: Super VHS tapes will not play on standard VHS recorders. 
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DISCS 


e We Carry EVERY Title 
e Monthly News Release Flyer 
e Major Credit Cards or C.0.D. Accepted 
10 OFF ALL ORDERS FAX TO US 
(312) 640-0289 


e Authorized Mail Order Dealer 


WPIONEER® SONY 
e New Release Hot Line (312) 593-2797 
e Comprehensive LaserDisc/ Equipment Catalog 


Video Dynamics Inc. 


2300 S. Elmhurst Rd., Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 


IN ILLINOIS 1-312-593-2304 
OUT OF STATE 1-800-233-DISC 


@ PIONEER 


I aeahfiies 


Re Oia Wh BS ee 
WE STOCK EVERY TITLE 


Largest mail order retailer in the U.S. 
* Fastest availability on new titles 
* Most orders shipped same day 
* 10% discount on all titles 4 0 
* Free UPS Shipping in 

Continental U.S. (ground only) Busines: 
* Visa, Mastercard, Amex, checks O.D. 

For Free Catalogue Call or Write 
1-714-892-2283 

Ken 1-800-624-3078 
Cra ne'S INCA 1.800.626-1768 
14260 Beach Bivd., Westminster, CA 92683 


| No) 
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* Largest Inventory in the USA. 
e We Stock over 2,400 titles. 
* 10% Discount on all Laser Discs. 
e Visa, MasterCard, C.O.D.'s accepted. 
¢ “No Time Limit” Laser Disc Warranty. 
FOR FREE CATALOG, Call or Write: 
STARSHIP INDUSTRIES 
605 Utterback Store Road, Great Falls, VA 22066. 
(703) 430-8692 or (703) 450-5780 
Hours: 11 AM to 7 PM, Monday-Friday 


LASER DISC HOTLINE 


Recorded message on new laser disc releases, 


available 24 hours a day. (703) 430-0330 











THE LARGEST [INVENTORY IN 


LASER VIDEO 


| 

«Over 4,000 LASERDISKS 

*153% off on all disks 

*Catolog available ! 

| *Fastest delivery time | 

«Letterbox format aveil 

‘Courteous, reliable and 
friendly service ! 

“PRULUSIVE RELEASES IN STOCK 


(415) 566-1212 


TransAmerica Productions 
309 Judean Street Suite * 214 
Sen Francisco, CA 94122 

ass (c-m DISCOVER 
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WE OFFER: 

@ THELARGEST 
Inventory 

@ 10% Discount 

@ Over 3000 


Titles Available 
@ Free Catalog 
@ Monthly New 
Release Mailings 
@ 8" AND 12" Laser 
Discs and CDV'S 


CALL 1-800-343-9211 today for 
Immediate Service or Send to 
LASER WORLD 
798 South Military Trail-Deertield Beach FL 33442 
*Major credit cards accepted 
Hours: 9 a. m.-5:30 p. m. Monday thru Friday 
IT'S THAT EASY! 











ACCESSORIES 
SINGERS! 


REMOVE VOCALS 
FROM RECORDS AND CDs! 








SING WITH THE WORLD'S BEST BANDS! 
An Unlimited supply of Backgrounds from standard 
stereo records! Record with your voice or perform live 
with the backgrounds. Used in Professional Performance 
yet connects easily to a home component stereo, This 
unique product is manufactured and sold Exclusively by 
LT Sound - Not sold through dealers. Call or write for a 
Free Brochure and Demo Record. 
LT Sound, Dept. vri, 7980 LT Parkway 


Lithonia, GA 30058 (404) 482-4724 
Manufactured and Sold Exclusivel: LT Sound 
24 HOUR.PHONE DEMO LINE: (404/482-2485 








BLANK TAPES 


save FREE SHIPPING “C2; 


TOK. 
FUJI STD PRO S-VHS 


Scotch AO 3. 79 4.69 7.39 10.49 
maxell. Beta. 8MM, VHS-G - Call for Quote 
Thrifty ea 641 Lancaster Ave., Frazer, PA 19355 





T120/L750  STD.HG. HIF! PRO T160 T160HG TC20HG TC20PRO S-VHS 
TOK 359 449 549 699.499 699 449 5.49 9.49 5.99 
MAXELL 359 4.49 5.49 6996.29 699 479 5.99 9.49 5.99 
SONY 359 469 5,99 7.49 5.99 - = - = 5.99 
Fuut 359 4.49 5.49 7.29599 6.99 4.99 - 9.49 5.99 
svc 329 459599 — — - - - 10.99 - 
SCOTCH 359 499 629 769 — 749 — - 10.99 9.99 
BASF 349 449 —  — 7.99 529 649 CANON 

LASER 275 MAXELL pr HGX-120 6.99 CANON HME-120 17.99 
COMPLETE LINE OF TDK, MAXELL, SONY. We Will Beal Any Total Price by 1". $495 Shipping Any Size Order, 
All Tapes Have U.S. Warranties. VISA. MC No Extra. COD Add $2.75 2 Day Shipping, Parcel Post S/H Call 
BETA ED-BETA.HME.S.VHS-C CALL MF 030500 220 Spring Bor 361” Buller PA 16001 


412/283-8621 TAPE WORLD FAX 412-283-8298 
























TAPE STABILIZERS 
RENTAL MOVIE 







STABILIZER 


* Ends flashing, colorshift, streaking, blackout 
jitter etc. when playing copyguarded rental videos 

¢ Restores closed captions ¢ Fully automatic 

* Made in U.S.A. * 30 day money back guarantee 

VSA/MC/COD $39.95 + $3.95 S/H 


AM Video, Dept. VR, 400 Amherst, Nashua NH 03063 











Rental Movie 
Stabilizer — 


VSA-50 ends ote : 
movie flashing, ji 

colorshift, & ae 

30 day money back 

guarantee, 2 yr warranty. 
VSA Ltd., Dept. R, 401 SW 11th 


Portland, OR 97205 1-800-367-7909 24 hrs. 
Outside USA Call 1-503-761-2140 








SATELLITE T.V. 





SATELLITE TV 
a Save 30%-60% : 
1-800-334-6455 us 
1-218-739-5231 MN 
SKYVISION INC.® 


2058 COLLEGE WAY 
FERGUS FALLS, MN 56537 








SATELLITE TV 


FREE 32 Page 
Since 1977 cane jor Brands- 
al 


wes! Factory Discount Prices 


1-800-222-9064 (US) 
1-206-428-2810 (WA) 


1741 Cedardale Rd. * Mount Vernon * WA 98273 











For additional information, circle No. 150 on Reader Service Card 





VIDEOCASSETTES 





- GONAD THE BARBARIAN 
e OFFENDERS OF THE UNIVERSE 
#3 - PANDORA, AN EXOTIC TRILOGY 


Each Cartoon is feature length, in 
stereo/Hi Fi. Only $28 each + 53°° 
shipping (you must be 21). 


EXCALIBUR FILMS 
1-800-289-6684 


3621 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton, CA 92633 


Write for free catalog. Contains thousands 
of sizzling video movies for every interest 
and taste. Save up to 84% over retail price. 





For additional information, circle No. 124 on Reader Service Card. 











GOLD STRIPE VIDEO 


8800-782-008-l Z9/LL AN ‘Jasuoosan 
O8L XOg ‘O'd ‘OSGIA AdIHLS G109D 
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[ THE GALIFORNIA GIRLS 
| 1 HOUR COLOR VHS 




















829% casnieRs CHECK OR MONEY ORDER. 
$3.00 SHIPPING & HANDLING 


CALIF. CLASSIC CLIPS 
P.O. Box 1249-R, Chino, Calif. 91708 








SPECTACULAR FEMALE WRESTLING 


“The Hottest and Most Beautiful Women in the World” 
* Cat Fighting * Ring Combat * Boxing 
* Spaghetti, Jello and Oil Wrestling 
1 HR Preview Tapes $40.00 ea 
PLUS $4.00 Postage & Handling Each Tape 
Pre-101 Spaghetti, Jeoo & Oil HL AEN | | Pre-102 Cat 
Fighting or Send $3.00 For Catalog VISA and MasterCard 
BZ Enterprises Inc. P.O. Box 1562 
Bensalem, PA: 19020 














FREE CATALOG !} 


ADULT VIDEOS fT 


Send for our huge color 
printed catalog. Your | 
complete source for quality 
aduh entertainment. ~ 
Featuring the lowest prices 
anywhere, overnite 
shipping, satisfaction — 
guarantees & strict attention 
__ to your privacy, with 
discreet packing & mailings. 
SPECIAL: IDEOLOG 
150 Min. VHS BETA 
$12.95 Previews of over 
100 movies to order VCT 7 
(with $10 Souray to use on 
your next order.) Must be 


over 18 yrs old to order y 
Leisure ebay 18 Dept. 235 A710 
PO Box 1900 Gary IN 46409 








AMATEUR VIDEOS 


6 HOURS $40 


M. Schmidt 
630 S. Mtn. #431 
Ontario, CA 91762 
(BETA or VHS add $2.00 shipping.) 


You must be 21 yrs or older, please give age and signature. 





For additional information, circle No. 5 on Reader Service Card. 








CAMCORDERS 

In the year following Sony’s pocket-sized 
CCD-TRS5, Panasonic’s dual-camera 
PV-535, Canon’s Hi8 stereo Al and RCA’s 
Pro Edit line, what can camcorder pro- 
ducers do for an encore? For the most part, 
it appears, introduce variations on last 
year’s greatest hits. 

Canon, for example, will bring out a 
model using the tiny FL transport mech- 
anisms that figure in Sony’s CCD-TRS5S 
design. Canon and Sony are both playing 
wait-and-see on 8mm stereo. 

Panasonic and JVC will continue their 
efforts to boost the VHS-C format in 1990. 
For instance, Panasonic vice president Stan 
Hametz expects engineers to up the record- 
ing time of compact VHS cassettes to 40 
minutes in the SP (standard-play) mode (120 
minutes in EP [extended play]) this year. 

A big boost for the compact format in en- 
thusiasts’ eyes, however, is likely to come 
mostly from superior products. In that 
department, camcorders such as Toshiba’s 
XS-1—currently available in Japan—seem 
ready to fit the bill. The S-VHS-C, Hi-Fi 
stereo model includes nearly every high- 
end feature available in a sleek, user- 
friendly design. Panasonic and Sharp also 
have attractive S-VHS-C camcorders in 
Japan: the former, a Hi-Fi stereo model, 
and the latter, a model with a color LCD 
viewfinder and 12:1 zoom. 

In full-size camcorders, Panasonic’s less 
expensive update of the company’s current 
Automatic Image Stabilization system is 
due this summer. Also look for more digital 
effects and color enhancing lights on Pana- 
sonic’s midprice models. According to in- 
dustry sources, Sharp may up the focal- 
length ante with a version of its Japanese 
16:1 zoom camcorder later this year. 


AUDIO FOR VIDEO 

As mentioned above, many of 1990’s 
slickest audio products will actually be TV 
sets. Philips, however, plans a major new 
surround sound setup designed for the 
serious home theater builder. According to 
Philips’ Birch Jones, the company’s 
AV 1001 digital sound processor (DSP) and 
AV1002 amplifier will offer Dolby Pro 
Logic Surround and 30 other ambience set- 
tings. Like Yamaha’s DSP component, the 
Philips design will emulate different con- 
cert halls (such as Carnegie Hall). Else- 
where in audio, Kenwood may offer the neat 
desktop Dolby Pro Logic Surround sound 
system it debuted in Japan last fall. The com- 
pact components, designed for smaller view- 
ing areas, offer 25-watt-per-channel amps 
across the front, with 10 watts each for the 
rear speakers. As the price of incorporating 
Pro Logic into products continues to drop, 
expect to see even more manufacturers get- 
ting into the surround sound arena. That 
should mean not only lower prices but a 
wider range of products. 
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Illustration: John Bobbish 


The Wonderful Wizard of Ours 


BY JENNIFER STERN 


When I was young, the yearly broadcast of The Wizard of Oz was 
a day of great excitement. In fact, news of it was telegraphed from 
desk to desk at school the whole week leading up to it. 

It was always shown on a winter night just before the holi- 
days, and my memories of the movie—particularly the tor- 
nado—are inextricably linked with those of snuggling up with the 
family in front of the TV while winter winds raged just outside 
our windows. 

On that night, all rules were off. The rule that we couldn’t watch 
more than one hour of television a day. The rule that we had to be 
in bed by 7:30. Even the rule about not eating in front of the TV went 
by the wayside (it was a long show—we needed sustenance). 

I was mesmerized by that movie, and my fascination only increased 
the year we got acolor TV and 
I saw that Oz was indeed much 
more beautiful than dour old 
Kansas. My younger sister, on 
the other hand, was scared to 
death. Whenever Miss Gulch 
appeared, announced with a 
burst of menacing music, my 
sister cried hysterically. She 
had to be carried out of the 
room and comforted. For 
years, she never made it to the 
part with the Wicked Witch of 
the West and the Flying 
Monkeys. 

I realize now that my two- 
year-old son is growing up in 
a world much different from 
my own of only 28 years 
earlier, and it’s partly because 
of video. (There are other rea- 
sons too, of course—crack, 
hostages in Lebanon, automa- 
tic bank tellers, acid rain—but TV, thankfully, somehow looms larger 
in a small child’s world.) The yearly broadcast of Dorothy and Toto’s 
adventures in Oz will probably mean nothing to him—why would 
he want to watch, with commercials, a movie he’s already seen, as 
many times as he’s liked, on videotape or disc? He’ll probably never 
tremble at the sight of Miss Gulch, since at the sign of his slightest 
discomfort we’ll be able to stop the movie with the touch of the pause 
button or even fast-forward her away. Instead of proceeding at its 
own relentless pace (aside from the commercials), the movie can now 
be controlled, reined in, and in the end made perhaps a bit less 
overwhelming. 

While for my generation The Wizard of Oz was an event, an an- 
nual milestone earnestly discussed for days afterward, for my son 
it will be part of a cassette collection. He can watch it as many, or 
even more, times than we saw it throughout our childhoods. And 
when he’s through, he can pop it in a box and put it on a shelf until 
the next time he wants to visit the Scarecrow, the Cowardly Lion 
and the Tin Woodsman. 
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All the changes wrought by video affect more than just a movie 
that was loved by his mom. Now that there’s time-shifting, you 
no longer have to plan your evenings around a show that your child 
wants to watch. But the changes go beyond that, too. 

At the age of three months, my son had already seen home movies 
of himself on TV. And although he then had no idea who it was 
up on the screen, he certainly knows now. (‘‘Me,”’ he exclaims 
joyfully, pointing at his chest.) But seeing himself on video holds 
the same fascination for him as looking in the mirror once did—as 
he grows up he’ll find it increasingly less miraculous. 

I imagine if he ever appears on a real TV show it will seem almost 
routine to him. On the other hand, my one trip over the airwaves 
(singing with a teenage religious folk-rock group on a local—very 
local—television station) will 
always be, if not a cherished 
memory, then at least a vivid 
one, even though I have 
no souvenir videotape. But 
maybe we’re all becoming 
blase about TV. I still can’t 
get over those ever-so-cool 
eyewitnesses on the evening 
news who explain the situa- 
tion to the camera as if they 
were the network’s designated 
correspondents. Yet who 
knows? If my husband points 
our camcorder at me enough, 
maybe I’ll be cool, too, when 
confronted with The Real 
Thing. 

But that may be the point. To 
me and my generation, broad- 
cast television and, by exten- 
sion, cable, are still The Real 
Thing, and home video is a toy, 
a tool. But my son won't see it that way. In a few years, he’ll be mak- 
ing his own movies—dramas, documentaries and, I imagine, satirical 
news shows—and we'll see the fruits of his imagination on our TV 
set, just as big and lifelike as anything the networks or Nickelodeon 
can present. To him, TV actors, hosts and newscasters won’t be 
anything magical—they’ll just be doing for pay what everyone else 
seems to be doing for free. 

It’s not that TV images will have less influence in his life than they 
did in mine. If anything, they’ll have more. But where I never 
dreamed of being able to influence either the timing of the programs 
I watched or their content, he’ll expect to be able to do both. In the 
end, that active involvement is surely preferable. Still, while we rush 
to embrace the control video gives us, let’s pause to remember the 
magic we’re leaving behind. O 








VR contributing editor Jennifer Stern is a freelance writer whose work 
has appeared in 7 Days and Rolling Stone. She is expecting her 
second child. 
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It’s time to discover 
the excitement of 


LASER VIDEODISC 
...popcorn not inclu 





For Product Information and 


The Finest In Laser Videodisc™ Nearest Dealer Location 


9333 OSO AVENUE, CHATSWORTH, CA 91311 ae, 


(818) 407-9100 Call 1-800-284-5539 


1989 IMAGE ENTERTAINMENT, INC, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. IMAGE ENTERTAINMENT, INC. (A PUBLIC CORPORATION—SYMBOL “DISK") 
For additional information, circle No. 36 on Reader Service Card. 








Now there’s a camcorder that weighs 
less than a lot of 35mm cameras. 
Introducing Kyocera’s Finemovie 8 
PocketCam'™(KD-530). This new light- 
weight champion (1 Ib. 12 oz.) literally 
juts movie making in the palm of 
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ily. Which means you'll have a lot more 
staying power shooting a day at a 
theme park, a night at the ball game, 
or all three acts of Swan Lake with 
your ten year old. 


Light Camera—Action! 


Record up to two hours on a tape. 
Then connect PocketCam to any tele- 
vision and play it back, Its six times 
zoom lens lets you get really close to 
the action, even in candle light. (For 
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you video buffs, that’s 11mm to 66mm, 
F2, with macro and computerized 
autofocus and 4 lux minimum 
illumination.) 


Pocket Full Of Miracles. 


PocketCam has a variable speed digi- 
tal shutter that can shoot up to 


function with 

scrolling capability; fade-in/ fade-out 
for picture and sound, and more than 
a half dozen editing functions. 


The Ultimate Warranty. 


Whether you choose this new Kyocera 
PocketCam or one of our other 
Finemovie 8 models, ask your 
authorized Kyocera dealer about our 
unique extended warranty, called the 
“Kyocera Care Package.” (It will help | 
end your out of pocket expenses). | 


KSOCERd 


a 





For more information contact; Yashica, Inc., A Subsidiary of Kyocera International, Inc., 100 Randolph Road, Somerset, NJ 08875 (201) 560-0060. © 1989 Yashica, Inc. All rights reserved. 


For additional information, circle No. 21 on Reader Service Card. 





